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April 2019 

Metanoia 
The How, Why, and What of Repentance 

A Lenten Study Series 
Mondays, April 1, 8, & 15  

 

 Lent, we say, is a time set aside for reflection and repentance, but lots of us 
think to repent means to sit and feel guilty and punish ourselves in some 

way, rather try to break free from the harm we inflict and the ways we make 
our lives more ugly and difficult than they need to be. 

The Gospels praise metanoia as a lifelong process of changing how we look 
at things — bringing  discovery and wonder, not simply shame and regret. 

But as long as we think that repenting means swallowing some kind of     
spiritual cod liver oil, many of us will avoid it for as long as can. 

Please come and join us as we try to figure out what true repentance means.  
We look at scripture, some essays, perhaps a short story or two.   

Chances are, we’re going to be surprised. 
 

Monday, April 1 - Metonoia and the Rediscover of the True Self. 
Monday, April 8 - The Personalization of Repentance: Are We Not Seeing   

the Forest from the Trees? 
Monday, April 15 - The possibilities and Pitfalls of Conversion.  

Film: First Reformed. 

Holy Week 
 

Sunday, April 14 
Palm Sunday - Service at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Thursday, April 18 

Maundy Thursday - Service at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, April 19 
Good Friday - Service at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday, April 21 

Easter Sunday - Service at 10:00 a.m. 



Page 2 

HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT 
by Rev. Joe Gastiger 

 

 After a long winter, the first pair of robins to land in the yard get our attention, as they should.  We’re 
delighted to see some confirmation that spring is coming back after all; we’ve not be marooned in a world 
without color, fragrance, or birdsong. 

 Yet by late June, odds are we’ll hardly notice those very same birds, hopping around in the grass     
before suppertime.  Things we see every day often escape our attention.  What we take for granted            
disappears. 

 How many of us can say where the fire extinguisher is in the lobby of wherever we go to work?  And 
how many of us notice that line in our bulletin week after week— Ministers:  All of Us?  Has it become nearly       
invisible over time? 

 What’s that mean, anyway? 

 Some may think it means if the pastor gets sick or misses a flight home, theoretically anybody has 
every right to read a passage from scripture, and talk about it on Sunday morning.  Theoretically, anybody 
should be entitled to officiate at a wedding, or at a funeral, if Reverend So-and-So’s car breaks down. 

 The point is that God does not give clergy special powers.  God doesn’t pay more attention to X’s 
prayers than to Y’s. 

 Even though I believe that, I think it’s much too narrow an interpretation of what we claim. 

 If it’s true we are all ministers, perhaps we each need to 
consider what form our own particular ministry takes.  I suspect 
that many of us sense that maybe we ought to be doing more, but 
we don’t have the time or the energy; somehow or other we’re 
falling short.  Chances are, though, you’re already involved in 
some kind of valuable ministry.  It’s just so familiar to you by now, 
so much a part of your everyday life, you don’t call it that. 

 Obviously, if you’re helping here with Sunday school or 
you come to church Cabinet meetings, you’re doing ministry.  
Making the coffee, pouring the apple juice, setting out treats after 
worship – that’s ministry, too. 

 Donating flowers and shrubs that we can sell at our plant sale is ministry.  Whatever money we raise 
goes to support services that take people to see the health provider, the counselor, and the therapist. 

 And, of course, gathering clothes for layettes, knitting those prayer shawls, and preparing meals for 
Hope Haven are forms of ministry. 

 When you sit with a widowed friend who is lonely, or help a fourth grader with her math homework, 
or stock the shelves at a food pantry nearby, you are the voice and hands of Christ here in this world. 

 Please, this month, celebrate, and take some credit for, the service, the hobby—the mission—God 
watches you do. 



For Ann, in hospice care. 
All service men and women in harm’s way.  
For friends, parents, and neighbors in need of 
God's care and support. 
For the victims of abuse, violence and intolerance 
in our community and in the world.  
For those affected by natural disasters around the 
world.  
 
If you have additions or wish to remove a name, 
please call the office at 815-758-0691. 
  

In Our Thoughts and Prayers April Anniversaries & Birthdays! 
 

Anniversaries 
5 - Michael & Jodi Johnson 
8 - Tom & Rev. Judy Harris 
16 - Brian & Anita Eide 
 

Birthdays 
1 - Kyle Lindstrom 
2 - Ron Nelsen 
3 - Jodi Johnson 
4 - Jim Boesche, Lucille Nelsen 
5 - Ray Chasteen 
6 - Marilyn James 
7 - Jason Hanna 
10 - Samantha Joy 
12 - Scott Carlson, Jean Gastiger, Kathy Lawes 
13 - Bridget Gorchels, Peter Lawes 
16 - Marlene Meeter 
20 - Bonnie Amesquita, Samantha Blickhan,               
          Miles Rinehart 
25 - Nick Quist, Betty White 
26 - John Boesche 
28 - Tana Knetsch 
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Helping Us Help Others 
  

The ground is beginning to warm under the warmth of the sun. 

Plans are underway for our 14th Annual Plant Sale  

on Friday, May 9 and Saturday, May 10.  

Jerry Gorchels is ordering beautiful  hanging baskets and annual bedding plants.  

And we need your help too.  

As your perennials begin to poke through the ground, plan to divide them  

and share with the plant sale.  

It’s a ‘win-win’ situation, because dividing your plants help keep them healthy and strong and  

others are looking for just that plant for their yard.  

Plus 100% of what we earn on your perennials goes to  

the social service agencies we support in DeKalb County. 

We also ask for your help with setting up, sales, and clean up during the sale.  

So watch for the sign up sheets in the office.  

Or call the church office to volunteer your help or your plants. 



Church Activities 
Worship Services - Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in Sanctuary 
Sunday School - Sundays at 10:00 a.m. gathers in Sanctuary and moves to  Sunday School rooms 
Coffee Fellowship - Sundays at 11:15 a.m. 
Ushers - Sundays at 9:45 a.m. - Sign-up Sheet outside of Sanctuary doors 
Monday Morning Men’s Group - Mondays at 8:30 a.m. for breakfast and  discussion in Fireplace Room 
Morning Circle - meets on 4th Thursday of the month. 

Food Pantry Collection 
 Place in gray tub outside of Narthex 

     Non Food Items (these are important, because food stamps can’t be used for them): 
     Paper towels, Facial tissue, Toilet paper, Personal care items, Diapers, Wipes 

     Food Items: Canned tuna, Canned chicken, Spices, Healthy snacks, Meals in a can, Rice,  
     Peanut butter, Jelly, Boxed mac & cheese, Cereal 

Morning Circle 
The next Morning Circle meeting is April 25, but work always goes on in the Layette Room. 

We welcome your contributions of Baby and Mom Bag items, Toddler Size Clothing, Diapers, and Greeting 
Cards for County Home. - Thank you 
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Pancake and Sausage Breakfast Success! 

Thank you to everyone who attended and supported 

Our Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, March 3! 

$705 was raised to give to Barb Food Mart!   

Sunday School Plans 

April 7 -- Cooking Sunday!  Amy Doll will organize our culinary efforts on this day.  Please plan on coming to 
have fun making something yummy for coffee hour!   
 

April 14 --Palm Sunday -- We will do an Easter craft during Sunday School. :)   
 

April 21 -- Easter Sunday - We will not have regular Sunday School.  Our younger friends may go to the nurs-
ery after the Children's Sermon.  
 

April 28 -- Family Sunday -- Please let Amy O know if you can help greet or usher.  
 

May 5 -- We will provide treats for coffee hour and help set up for the annual Plant Sale  
 

May 12 -- Mother's Day -- We will make a special Mother's Day craft during Sunday School.  
 

Please let Amy Overton know if you are interested in helping with Sunday School.—Thank you! 

Hope Haven Meals 
Monday, April 29 & Tuesday, April 30 

 

Please contact Nina Mounts to share in this ministry. 
Our church provides meals on the 5th Monday and 5th Tuesday of each month. 

This month it’s both Monday and Tuesday! 



1st Congregational UCC - April 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5:30 p Center-
ing Prayer 

6:45 p - 
Metanoia - Lent 
Study Series 

 7:30 p - Choir 
Practice 

 8p - 
Men’s 
Group 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

10 a– Worship  & 
Sunday School 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5:30 p Center-
ing Prayer 

6:45 p - 
Metanoia - Lent 
Study Series 

 7:30 p - Choir 
Practice 

   

14 – Palm Sunday 15 16 17 18 19 20 

10 a- Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a - Coffee 
Fellowship 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men 

5:30 p Center-
ing Prayer 

6:45 p - 
Metanoia - Lent 
Study Series 

 10 a - Loops of 
Love 

7:30 p - Choir 
Practice 

6:00 p - Maundy 
Thursday 

Soup Supper & 

Service 

7:00 p -  
Good 
Friday 
Service 

8p - 
Men’s 
Group 

 

21 - Easter Sunday 22 23 24 25 26 27 

10 a- Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5:30 p Center-
ing Prayer 

 

 7:30 p - Choir 
Practice 

9:30 a - Morning 
Circle 

  

28 29 30         

10 a- Worship  &  
Sunday School    

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

11:15 Cabinet & 

Ministry Teams  

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5:30 p Center-
ing Prayer 

 

Hope Haven 
Meal 

 

Hope Haven 
Meal 

 

Annual  

Reports 

Due for 

May meeting 

 

 

 

Annual  

Meeting is 

May 19th 

   

 

 

Outside Groups 

Sunday - Narcotics Anonymous @7pm 

Monday - Youth Outlook @6:30 pm 

Tuesdays - 1st & 3rd - Girl Scouts @ 6 pm 

Wednesday - Yoga @ 4 pm 

Thursday - Women’s AA @7:30 pm 

Saturday - Action Steps @ 10 am,   

NA @ 10am, Narcotics Anonymous @6pm 



Inquirers' Gathering 
Sunday, April 7th, 11:15 - 12:15 p.m. 

in the Library 
 

How does the United Church of Christ differ from the Methodists, say, or Presbyterians?  
How does our particular church operate — how, for instance, do critical decisions get 
made?  Who sits on our ministry teams, and what do they decide?  What kind of          
charitable work do we sponsor, close to home and around the world? 

These and other topics come up during our gatherings for inquirers: times  we invite folk 
who've been     visiting our church to find out more about us, and perhaps consider becoming members 
here at First     Congregational.  Generally, we meet for two extended discussions.  Part 1 features an over-
view of the church—a mini-history of our denomination — and  tries to cover questions of faith informally 
and         honestly.  Part 2 describes the workings of this church, and welcomes newcomers to a dinner, so 
that  those who wish to join might getter acquainted with our church leaders. 

   These gatherings give us a chance to become better friends. 

We'll host our next introductory meeting here in the library right after worship on April 7th, and welcome all  
who'd like to learn more about the U.C.C.   Together, we'll decide when to meet a second time—depending  
on the work and family schedules of our inquirers'.  We provide child care here in the nursery.   Please tell 

Rev. Joe or call our church office (758-0691) and speak to Julie to let us know if you'd like to attend. 
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First Congregational  
United Church of Christ 
615 N 1st Street, DeKalb, IL 
60115 

*Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

*Communion is celebrated on  
the first Sunday of each month. 

*Nursery is provided during Worship. 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Joe Gastiger  

Sermons in Print and Audio 

Printed sermons are available before worship in the green folder on the Narthex table.  
 

Sermons are also available to download and listen to on our website 

www.uccdekalb.org 

Office Hours 
Monday– 8:30 to 4:30 - closed for lunch 

Tuesday thru Friday - 8:30 to Noon 
Pastor’s hours vary, 

Please make appointment. 
 

815-758-0691 
UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 


