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Pastors Hours 
Monday - Thursday 

Please make  
Appointment 

 

Office hours:  
Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Closed during lunch hour 

 

Phone  
815-758-0691 

 

Email:   
UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 

 
 

www.UCCDeKalb.org 
 

Facebook: 
First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
 

Private Facebook: 
http://bit.ly/FirstUCC 

 
 

Worship Bulletins 
Submit items/articles     

by Wednesday  
to be placed in the    

Sunday Bulletin. 
 

The Spire  Newsletter  
deadline is the 3rd     

Sunday of the month. 

Helping Us Help Others 

  

13th Annual Plant Sale. 

Friday, May 11 and Saturday, May 12.  

100% of what we earn on your perennials goes  

to the social service  agencies we support in DeKalb County. 

We ask for your help with setting up,  

sales, and clean up during the sale.  

So watch for the sign up sheets in the office.  

Or call the church office to volunteer your help or your plants.  

Together we can make it another successful year! 

 

The Sunday School classes invite you to come watch  

the movie Coco & celebrate Cinco de Mayo  

with our church family on Saturday,  May 5!   
 

Coco is the story of 12 year old Miguel who dreams of becoming an    

accomplished musician despite his family’s generations-old ban on     

music.  When Miguel is accidentally transported to the Land of the  

Dead, he seeks the help of his great-great-grandfather to return him      

to his family among the living.  Coco won the Oscar for Best Animated 

Feature Film this year, as well as having a nomination for “Best Original 

Song”.   

 

Popcorn & cocoa will be served & a free-will offering  

will be collected to benefit Barb Food Mart.   

The fun will begin at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall!   

Hope to see you all there!   
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From Kate Swope, Choir Director 

Dear First Congregational Church Family, 

It is the end of another church choir season, and what a season it has been! We had a 

beautiful Carols and Candles service, with a beautiful string quartet, a full congregation and a 

lovely Christmas Tea. Lent was somber but meaningful, and Easter was celebratory with its 

triumphant brass and organ. From September until May, the choir sits in front of the 

congregation adding beauty to the service and musical meaning to the sermon. Despite my love 

of music in worship, I must announce my resignation as Choir Director of the UCC Chancel 

Choir. 

Last fall, I accepted a part time position as Music Librarian with the Rockford Symphony 

Orchestra. Recently, I have been offered a full-time job with the orchestra and, in order for me 

to fulfill my duties in Rockford while maintaining some semblance of peace at home, I 

ultimately had to let this job go. 

I have enjoyed these past three years as Choir Director and have very much grown to 

love this church. Your support for the choir and for the music here has been great and being 

able to provide musical meaning to the services has meant much more to me than I could have 

imagined. I believe that the choir has grown musically and spiritually these past three years, 

and I look forward to seeing its continued growth under new leadership. Michael and I, and the 

kids, plan to continue attending First Congregational UCC as we value the mission of this place 

very much. 

With a loving heart, 

Kate Swope 

Choir Appreciation Sunday - May 13 
 

Please join us to celebrate and give thanks for 
 the ministry of our choir and choir director, Kate Swope. 

 
Cake and refreshments will follow the worship service. 
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From Pastor Judy 

 It’s May and all of a sudden winter has finally loosened its grip and spring is glorious around 

us. It feels like a refreshing, renewing deep breath, doesn’t it? Waking up in the morning to see the 

sun shining, green beginning to show on trees and shrubs and ground; and birds singing heartily,  

challenging each other for territory or collecting bits of grass and string, etc. for their nests is           

energizing no matter how half asleep I am. The spring highlight for me in my backyard, though, is    

getting my pond up and running. 

 My pond is a small watery eco-system of fish and plant life. Each spring, once the nighttime 

temps are above freezing,  I clean out as much accumulated debris as possible revealing the bright 

new shoots of growth on the water lilies. All winter the goldfish have been languishing at the bottom 

of the pond in semi-hibernation. As I stir up the water with my cleaning, their bright gleaming colorful 

bodies flit back and forth. I put the pump and filter together, submerge the pump into the pond, and 

set up the waterfall. As I plug the pump cord into the outlet, there is always a moment of anticipation: 

Will everything work? Will the water flow correctly to cleanse the water through the filter? Will I find 

any leaks? I hold my breath. Seconds pass as the pump begins to work. I hear water flow into the    

filter, and soon it flows down the waterfall adding the life-given oxygen need by the inhabitants of the 

pond after a long winter of toxic build up. The fish circulate happily letting me know they are ready to 

be active again. 

 I have repeated this scenario every spring for about ten years or so. Each year it is like a    

miracle seeing what looked like a murky, lifeless pond come to life with fish now bigger than I ever 

thought they would be and water lilies whose sprouting leaves are promises of beautiful blossoms to 

come. Yet this miracle doesn’t happen without my help. I am the caretaker of the life that lives in my 

pond. It is my responsibility to see that conditions are maintained for this life to exist in a stable and 

balanced environment. 

 In so many ways this reminds me of the words, “Be the miracle you want to see in the world.” 

And if that miracle of life is so important in the small pond in my backyard, isn’t it just as important   

in the wider world and even globally? I must work to bring life to situations and relationship that 

seem murky and lifeless. I must work to provide promise and beauty to the world around me. This,      

I believe, is what the creation story has in mind when humankind is created to be stewards of God’s 

good earth. This is what it means to live in God’s kingdom. 

 On this beautiful spring day, I hope and trust that you are finding ways to bring life and beauty 

wherever you go. 

 
In Faith and With Hope, 

Judy 
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3 GREATLOVES   Love of Children 

Love of Creation 

Love of Neighbor 

 

When this series began, I found it easy to write about how our church members demonstrate a love 
of children and community, and more interviews like those will explore such themes in subsequent 
months.  But how does the Church institution itself demonstrate love for Creation?  In this interview,  
I will, of course, spotlight some of those in our congregation who have cultivated a love of community 
and of nature when they have taught our children to garden and provided food for places like Safe 
Passage and Hope Haven.  Creation itself teaches gardeners and us about the rich complexity and   
inter-connectedness of life. There is a reverence that happens when we think about how Nature 
works.  Gardening offers an up-close-and-personal understanding of just how miraculous the        
processes of a well-balanced ecosystem can be. 



Former master gardener and First Congregational UCC congregant Tom Harris agreed to meet with 
me to share his thoughts, concerns, and experiences as a gardener.  His parents had a big garden 
when he was young so he fell into gardening naturally.  Harris’s own children enjoyed the vegetables 
he grew, and when his wife, Judy, who was accustomed to eating vegetables out of a can, was intro-
duced to vegetables fresh from the garden, she became a fan.  Nothing beats fresh!  He says, “I used 
to say, put a pot of water on to boil, go out and get your corn, bring it in and put it in the pot.  It’s so 
sweet!” 
Tom and Judy grow approximately 8 different kinds of vegetables:  beans, pea pods, zucchini, garlic, 
chives, beets, a number of different kinds of lettuce, kale, kohlrabi, and they also grow an assortment 
of herbs, which Judy dries and uses in the winter months.  “It’s fun!”  Tom has even grown cherry 
trees, which aren’t supposed to do well in northern Illinois.  “I did extremely well for a couple of years 
except that the birds ate them before I got there, but that happens.  That’s the way it goes.” 
Thirteen years ago, Tom and Judy thought it might be a good idea to hold a plant sale to raise money 
for various special needs groups.  “A church that Judy was in earlier had a sale of vegetables and some 
plants, things of the sort, and they made a lot of money.”  They decided to try to hold a plant sale, 
too.  It’s been a very successful venture which is now being conducted by fellow congregant Jerry 
Gorshels. 
The garden efforts expanded when Tom’s friend, Skip Mecklenburg, joined the church.  “He was a 
farmer, and he had a truck, and he loved to do farming, and so we got together and said, ‘Hey, we 
could grow plants and do things for others.’ We started the garden in the back of church.  Skip had a 
rototiller and we put in for some money from the Illinois synod.  I think it was $1,100 or something 
like that that we got, which was fantastic because we were able to pay for gas and fence posts, and a 
lot of materials were donated.  I could go down a list of all the people involved.”  The church commu-
nity got behind the project.  “It was fun, even when the ground hogs came.  We watched the deer 
jump over the fences and into the garden, eating the produce. I think the most we ever counted going 
into the garden was something like 12 deer inside.” 
Eventually, Skip moved away and others stepped up to help.  “The Harnesses, Jeff and his son Troy 
worked one year for a program that had to do with Scouts.  The kids took care of it.  Another year it 
was Eric and Carly Hill.  Actually, it was two years that they were involved. 

Love of Creation:  Tom Harris 
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The Three Great Loves: A Series 
 Submitted by Bonnie Amesquita 

Continued from page 4 

“All of the monies generated by the Plant Sale go to groups that have special needs:  Hope Haven, 
Safe Passage, Habitat for Humanity, CASA, groups such as that.  There’s a list of six of them, I believe.  
So that’s where all the money went.  I’ve often said we work awfully hard to give it all away.  But it is 
a good feeling.  The more we can do for others, the better we feel about ourselves.  It isn’t just give to 
be giving; it’s just, hey, it makes us feel like we’re trying hard to do something good.  We don’t do it 
for the attention; we do it because we know people really need it.” 
There are others who have contributed most recently to the gardening effort.  Congregants Ken and 
Jody Burton donated the supplies to build raised garden boxes, three of which went to Hope Haven, 
two at the apartments at Hope Haven, and two at the church, which the Sunday School kids cultivate. 
In those boxes, the kids grow vegetables.  In addition, plants that are left over from our plant sale go 
to  Safe Passage.  “We also give our perennials to the Garden Club because they’re non-profit. Then 
we also give perennials to the Master Gardeners, whose money is, of course, helping all the different 
areas that wouldn’t have flowers or are food deserts.  Master Gardeners take care of several homes, 
the county homes.  They’ve been taking care of them for years.  They also put in flowers for the city in 
different areas to beautify.” 
“So anything we have, we pass on.  It’s a way of helping others.  We’re not competing or trying to 
beat each other.”  Cooperation and interconnection, that’s the aim. 
It should be obvious at this point that community outreach has knit us into a network that works to 
support, nurture, and encourage people in a number of ways.  That same process of one thing being 
influenced and supported by the next is mirrored in Nature itself.  “We’re all interrelated and we’re all 
helping each other in different ways. Everyone has a place, plays a role.  Everyone.” 
In that same way, Tom and a number of other gardeners I’ve known share a reverence and amaze-
ment for how everything in Nature is also interrelated.  For them, everything has a place.  Tom shared 
a book with me that explains that “we need just the right amount of green and brown materials, and 
nitrogen and water and air.  It’s wonderful, and it all works together.”  That book, entitled Teaming 
with Microbes:  A Guide to the Soil Food Web by authors Jeff Lowenfels and Wayne Lewis explains 
that in one square foot of good soil, you’ll have 10 to 50 worms in it alone.  You’ll have a “soil food 
web,” that is heavily populated and nourished by bacteria, fungi, insects, a microcosmic world with-
out which we are hard-pressed to grow the food we need to survive. The chemicals we use to grow 
our food may yield produce while blocking some of these organisms, but what are their long term 
ramifications of doing so? 
Chemicals in herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, or simple chemicals like road salt all interrupt the 

natural balance inherent and essential to that microscopic world.  Tom explains that even run-off 

from road salt into farm fields will leave those fields infertile—permanently.  In the last chapters of 

their book, Lowenfels and Lewis point out that “no one ever fertilized a forest.” They and other       

environmentalists ask us to consider our need for caution.  Tom says, “We should take from that that 

you don’t have to use chemicals for a good life to happen in a forest” or in our gardens.  “We do need 

to be very sensitive to all the chemicals that we’re using.  Wanting to be a farmer at one time, I don’t 

want to be negative toward farmers in any way.  That’s their livelihood, but if it’s the food I’m putting 

into my system, I really want it to be as close to organic as possible.” 
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Strengthen the Church Offering  
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CALLING ALL CHILDREN 

  Pre-K through Grade 12 

Have you ever been to summer camp?   

Would you like to attend summer camp?   

If you want to learn more,  

please look at the camp flyer posted on the bulletin board.   

If you would like to attend,  

please call the church office and let Julie know. 

Women’s Circle would like to give a partial scholarship to any 

child wanting to have this fun and exciting summer experience 

at our church camp at Pilgrim Park near Princeton, IL.   

It is about an hour and a half drive from DeKalb. 

Contact: Joanne Hulmes 
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For Ron Klein, Kris Koenig (Heidi Koenig Hagman's 

sister-in-law) suffering with inoperable lung     

cancer.  Pamela & Cecil Brown (friend of Pat 

Suchner), Scott Bredeson, Jody Bredeson, Mary 

Lou and Norm Schaeffer.  

All service men and women in harm’s way.  

For friends, parents, and neighbors in need of 

God's care and support. 

For the victims of abuse, violence and intolerance 

in our community and in the world.  

For those affected by natural disasters around the 

world.  

If you have additions or wish to remove a name, 

please call the office at 815-758-0691. 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers May 

Birthdays & Anniversaries! 
 

Anniversaries 

1 - Tom & Kathy Spielman 

15 - Gerri & Jeffery Zahnle 

16 - Ric & Bonnie Amesquita 

17 - Doug & Donna Chamberlain 

20 - Andrea & Dean Bolton 

28 - Tim & Janice Blickhan 

30 - Tom & Susan Roberts 

 

Birthdays 

3 - Ryan Chamberlain, Tom Spielman 

4 - Glenn Meeter 

10 - Doug Chamberlain 

11 - Joann Engh, Amanda Hedberg, Chase Reyman 

14 - Deborah Chilton 

16 - Melisa Rhoades 

17 - Colleen Bredeson 

18 - Doug Madison 

20 - Selinda Chasteen 

21 - Mike Schwaller 

24 - Ralph Carr 

26 - Nancy VanDuzer 

27 - Lowell Rand 

30 - Graham Gletty 

31 - Lolly Voss 
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Church Activities 

Worship Services - Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in Sanctuary 
Sunday School - Sundays at 10:00 a.m. gathers in Sanctuary and moves to Sunday School rooms 
 Sunday School continues through the summer months. 
Coffee Fellowship - Sundays at 11:15 a.m. 
Ushers - Sundays at 9:45 a.m. - Sign-up Sheet outside of Sanctuary doors 
Monday Morning Men’s Group - Mondays at 8:30 a.m. for breakfast and discussion in Fireplace Room 
Centering Prayer - Mondays at 5:00 p.m. in Fireplace Room 
Chancel Choir - Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in Music Room - May 9 final practice before Summer Break. 
Loops of Love - 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at Noon in Library for knitting/crocheting & fellowship 
Morning Circle - 4th Thursday of month at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Food Pantry Collection - place in gray tub outside of Narthex 
     Non Food Items (these are important, because food stamps can’t be used for them): 
     Paper towels, Facial tissue, Toilet paper, Personal care items, Diapers, Wipes 
     Food Items: Canned tuna, Canned chicken, Spices, Healthy snacks, Meals in a can, Rice,  
     Peanut butter, Jelly, Boxed mac & cheese, Cereal 
 
Mayfield Church - Plastic Cap Collection - Please see information sheet on the Narthex table for types of 
plastic needed. Collecting 800 pounds to make butterfly benches! Collection container is in Narthex. 
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What is a "Mom Bag": About a year ago, Morning Circle thought "We all love the Layette Program for 
WIC, but could we also do something for Moms?" We welcome the shampoos, conditioners, soaps and 
lotions and anything else you find that you don't want to keep such as hair items, note pads, cards, pens, 
jewelry, frames, nail polish, nail files, decorative items, etc. We say a Mom Bag contains anything that 
would make a mom with a newborn smile! 

Sunday School Pancake Breakfast raised $605 to be spilt between Barb Food Mart and Voluntary      Ac-
tion Center. Thank you to our Sunday School students and Jerry & Lisa Gorchels for their ministry  service 
to these local service agencies. 
 
CROP Hunger Walk: First Congregational UCC is working with UUFD Church in Dekalb to Chair the 2018 
Sondra King CROP Hunger Walk being held in October 2018.  Colleen Bredeson is looking for a church 
member to assist her with co-chairing the event.  Sondra King CROP Hunger Walk is a community-wide 
event sponsored by Church World Services and local churches to raise funds to end hunger in the U.S. 
and around the world.   
The planning committee will be meeting two before the walk in October with one follow up meeting af-
terwards.  Many hands make for light work.  If you would be willing to consider being a co-chair or team 
member of the planning committee please see Colleen Bredeson after church or give her a call at 815-
245-7506 or email at cbredeson@vacdk.org.  
 
A Farewell Worship and Reception for Rev. Dr. Jorge L. Morales:  As he retires from ministry at the  Illi-
nois Conference as Conference Minister -  Sunday, May 20, 2018 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Westchester Com-
munity Church 1840 Westchester Boulevard Westchester, Illinois 60154  
Reception to follow Please RSVP by May 10, 2018 at ilconfnaomi@gmail.com  

mailto:cbredeson@vacdk.org


1st Congregational UCC - May 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

    9 a - Church & 
Ministry 

8p - 
Men’s 
Group 

7p - Movie 
Night 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10 a– Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a - Coffee   

 Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

9:30 a - 
Clergy 
Group 

12 p - Loops of 
Love 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

 Plant Sale 

10 - 6 pm 

Plant Sale 

8:30 - 2 pm 

13 - Choir Sunday 14 15 16 17 18 19 

10 a- Worship    & 
Sunday School  

4:00 p - Fit Works 
Dinner 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

   8p - 
Men’s 
Group 

 

20  21 22 23 24 25 26 

10 a- Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a - Cabinet & 
Ministry Teams 

Articles for Spire 
Due 

Strengthen the 
Church Offering 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

9:30 a -  

Clergy 
Group 

12 p - Loops of 
Love 

 

9:30 a-Morning     
Circle  

  

27 28 - Memorial 
Day 

29 30 31     

10 a- Worship  &  
Sunday School    

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

 

Office Closed      

 

 
Outside Groups 

Sunday - Narcotics Anonymous @7pm 

Monday - Youth Outlook @6:30 pm 

Tuesday - GS Troop 1690 @6:00 pm 1st & 3rd 

Wednesday- Wild About Words @5pm 1st,3rd,5th 

Wednesday - Yoga @ 4 pm 

Thursday - Women’s AA @7:30 pm 

Saturday - Action Steps @ 10 am,  NA @ 10am, 

                  Narcotics Anonymous @6pm 

Choir Appreciation Sunday - May 13 
 

Please join us to celebrate and give thanks for 
 the ministry of our choir and choir director, Kate Swope. 

 

Cake and refreshments will follow the worship service. 



First Congregational  
United Church of Christ 
615 N 1st Street, DeKalb, IL 
60115 

*Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

*Communion is celebrated on  
the first Sunday of each month. 

*Nursery is provided during Worship. 
 

Pastors 
Rev. Joe Gastiger & Rev. Judy Harris 

Sermons in Print and Audio 

Printed sermons are available before worship in the green folder on the Narthex table.  
 

Sermons are also available to download and listen to on our website 

www.uccdekalb.org 

Office Hours 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

8:30 to 4:30 
Closed for lunch 

 
815-758-0691 

UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 
www.UCCDeKalb.org 


