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Now But Not Yet     by Rev. Joe Gastiger 

 

 I don’t know if you’ve seen him yet, but we’ve had a visitor in the 
graveyard—a very fit coyote, with a fine coat.  I’ve got his photo on my 
phone, and if you like I’d be glad to point him out. 
 That is one sign, perhaps, there’s much we miss out there because 
we’re not looking; we’re too preoccupied.  Yet just beyond our vision, some-
times, there are wild, mysterious creatures keeping watch, waiting for the 
world to turn green again. 
 The gray-brown days of Lent, we’re all taught at church, are a time 
when we’re urged to work our way toward some kind of spiritual health.  We 
can that prayer, of course, service and sacrifice—and sometimes by quietly 
paying attention on a daily walk. 
 That’s when we start to notice the nests, the lost beads on the 
ground—little things that we may well have never noticed were there before. 
 We are hoping to prepare ourselves for new blessings, new life—
partly by letting go of a whole lot of mental baggage we don’t really need 
anymore.  Our old grudges and disappointments—the ruminations we carry 
with us everywhere:  wouldn’t it be nice to bury them somewhere, under the 
dead leaves? 
 I really know who W.P Lemon was—he was a pastor though, some-
place, sometime—but he’s remembered for one thing he said about a      
hundred years ago.  “Easter,” he said, is not a passport to another world; it is 
a quality of perception for this one.” 
 My prayer is that you will find that to be true in the weeks ahead. 

Klein-Julander Scholarship 
Maxine Julander and the Ron Klein Family established a scholarship to be 
presented to a member of the First Congregational UCC and meets the    
following conditions:  

Each scholarship shall be awarded based on scholarship, character, 
leadership, service, and activities.  

Preference shall be given to those confirmed at First Congregational UCC.  

The student receiving each scholarship must attend an accredited college or 
university and be at least a half-time student.  

Applications are available at the church office  

Due back to the church office by March 31st 
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Lent and Easter Dates 
 

Lent Study - Tuesdays 
At 6:30 p.m. 

 

Palm Sunday - March 25  
Service at 10 a.m. 

 
Maundy Thursday - March 29  

 Soup Supper and Service at 6 p.m. 
 

Good Friday - March 30  
Service at 7 p.m. 

 
Easter Sunday - April 1  

Service at 10 a.m. 

“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there 
as a burnt offering on the mountain that I shall show you.” Gen. 22:2 
 
UCC minister, Tony Robinson, writes: 

In the face of God’s demand to Abraham to sacrifice his son, Isaac, we recoil—as indeed we 
should. And some say they want nothing to do with such a God. I get it. But if we stick with it, and resist 
an overly literal interpretation, this story has urgent questions for us in this time of so much change, loss 
and anxiety about the future. 
 “Isaac stands for those gifts of God in which we find our identity and our future. What if we must 
give those up? What if they are taken from us? . . . 
 I know a congregation who love their 150-year-old church building. Who they are is bound up 
with that beautiful, impossible building. If they give that building up, who will they be then? . . . 
 

 For some of us “Isaac” is job or career. For others . . . family . . . “Isaac” may even be the once 
true, but now not true, story we tell ourselves about who we are and how life works.  
 Who are we when the good gifts God gives are no longer part of our lives? And who is God? Is 
our trust in the gift or in God? The Isaac and Abraham story tries to help us answer those questions. 
 Let me assure you that God is still God and you are still who you have always been: God’s be-
loved son or daughter. That is the true gift on which you can always depend. 
 

In Faith and With Hope,  Judy 
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The Three Great Loves: A Series 
 Submitted by Bonnie Amesquita 

Voluntary Action Center and Community Outreach:  Colleen Bredeson 

As Community Outreach coordinator affiliated with Voluntary Action Center (VAC), Colleen Bredeson wears 
many hats:  As an Outreach coordinator, she works collaboratively with a variety of organizations and     
agencies to provide high quality services that address not only the basic transportation and nutrition needs  
of DeKalb County communities, but also works with others to provide a variety of other services as well. 

Bredeson started working for VAC’s Meals on Wheels program as a volunteer over 20 years ago, but over 
time she became a part-time, then fulltime, outreach coordinator.  She explains that she serves on a few   
different collaboratives.  Some of these programs serve the needs of senior citizens, some serve mothers  
and children, and some serve the disabled. 

Many of the collaboratives focus on assisting and educating senior citizens.  One such collaboration is with 
the Senior Service Providers of DeKalb County (SSP).  Bredeson explains, “There’s usually groups like that in 
different counties where it’s a group of businesses and agencies that serve seniors.  We meet once a month 
just to share information with each other on what resources we have available for seniors, but then also to 
hopefully provide programs and assistance to help seniors.  It’s kind of a time for us to get together and say if 
somebody else is needing help for one of their seniors, there might be someone else in the group that can 
say, ‘Oh, we have resources that can help with that,’ or just make people aware of the issues that might be 
out there for seniors, another way for people to collaborate together to advocate for seniors with the         
legislature.” 

Information and education are provided by SSP on a variety of subjects.  For example, Bredeson points out 
that “last year we had a progressive tour where we invited other professionals in the area to tour the          
different assisted-living facilities in the area so that they know what’s out there in case they have a client that 
needs to go into a home. Another collaborative, DeKalb County Triad, is held in different counties, and is   
organized by law enforcement, senior service providers, and senior citizens.  Bredeson says that “We meet 
once a month also and try to provide resources or information about issues such as fraud prevention.”  The 
chair of this collaborative is a law enforcement officer who presents at different senior groups and talks 
about different online and phone scams that target seniors.  She educates her audiences about what they 
should and shouldn’t do.  Bredeson reports that “Our County Wide luncheon where we presented the       
program on scams targeting seniors, we had at least 175 seniors in attendance.” 

There’s another program that talks about the importance of getting an Advanced Directive.  Bredeson states 
that “Everybody should have one once they become an adult.”  More detailed than a living will, the advanced 
directive helps our loved ones if they should ever have to decide whether or not to extend life-saving     
measures. 

Bredeson goes on to say that “The collaboration I’m a member of – SSP- collects dues which we use so     
people can apply for grants.  Members can apply for grants or they can apply on behalf of a senior to assist 
with programs or events that benefit seniors.”  VAC can apply for that grant money so SSP can sponsor the 
county-wide senior luncheon that we hold every Fall.  Family Service Agency has applied for it to help them 
with their Senior Giving Tree.  We donate money towards that, and they collect names of seniors that really 
don’t have many people in their family.  They buy them a Christmas gift and pass it out at Christmas time.  
Senior Care also organizes a Stars ‘n Stripes program in July.  They collect toiletries for seniors and put them 
in laundry baskets.  These baskets are given to low-income seniors.       

Continued on page 4 
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3 GREATLOVES   Love of Children 

Love of Creation 

Love of Neighbor 

Continued from page 3 

 

Another collaborative Bredeson is involved in is the Permanency Action Team, which was formed out 
of DCFS.  It’s a resource to help foster children and their families in the DCFS system who are trying to 
get out of poverty and on their feet.  “We provide resource fairs:  One we’ll do in April or May, and 
one we do in November.  We get sponsorship to have a Northern Illinois Food truck there to pass out 
free groceries to anybody that attends and signs up.” Vendors who attend are different businesses 
like NICOR and agencies that have free or low-cost programs—programs that assist people that can’t 
afford their heating and gas bill, or want to learn about Elder Care services, VAC, or Youth Services 
Bureau.  Approximately 25 vendors attend, and 111 families were served in November 20117. 

Bredeson also serves as a representative of VAC on Kishwaukee United Way’s planning committees 
for United Way Day of Caring in June and The Taste in November.  The Day of Caring connects     
members of the community with local nonprofit organizations in need of volunteers to complete one 
day projects and bring awareness of volunteer opportunities in our community.  The Taste is          
Kishwaukee United Way’s largest fundraiser which benefits the 9 nonprofit agencies receiving funding 
from United Way. 

The sheer breadth of DeKalb County’s community support and the number of people served is pretty 
amazing. Bredeson explains that VAC’s federal and state funding is tied to local funding.  “In order to 
get government funding, we have to get local donations, whether it be from people who use the    
service or other community members or businesses, or from local municipalities, townships, United 
Ways, the county board, and the mental health board.  Donations from those sponsors work as a 
match for our federal funding. For every dollar invested in transit VAC brings in $2 in federal monies 
and $3 in state.  For MOW and congregate lunch sites for every dollar given in federal/state monies, 
VAC must raise a dollar locally to ensure current levels of service.” VAC serves meals to approximately 
1,000 seniors throughout the year.  These meals include Meals on Wheels and senior luncheon sites. 

Our church is very much a part of the community’s effort to keep the social safety net for our        
community strong.  Bredeson wants to thank our church for all of our volunteer contributions and 
fundraising work.  “We cover three Meals on Wheels routes in August.  If we didn’t have volunteers, 
we would not be able to reach nearly the number of people that we do.  Volunteers provide their own 
vehicle so we don’t have to pay the gas, car maintenance, or the time, and that saves us a lot of 
money.”  Congregate meals, like the Sunday School’s Pancake Breakfast, pledge contributions, our 
Cookie sale, CropWalk, all of that helps the community within and beyond our church walls. 

For more information on ways you can help VAC continue to serve our community visit their website 
at www.vacdk.com.  VAC can always use more volunteers to deliver Meals on Wheels or consider  
supporting one of their upcoming fundraisers - The #Let No Senior Go Hungry Campaign, Give DeKalb 
County or Meals for Moms Luncheon. 

 

 

http://www.vacdk.com
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Continued from page 4  

 

There’s not enough space in this article to enumerate all the people, programs, and services  
involved in providing for our community, but here’s a sampling: 

Transportation Programs:   Transvac door-to-door 

    Medvac rides to out of town medical appointments 

    Blue line Bus Route for Sycamore; Green line Bus Route for DeKalb 

    Kishwaukee College Line. 

Nutrition Programs:  Meals on Wheels 

    Senior Luncheon Sites 

    Community Meals 

    Annual Senior Luncheon 

    Summer Meals Program 

Health & Wellness Workshops: Evidence-based programs for those 60 years or older held with 
funding provided by Northwestern Illinois Area Agency on Aging. 

Collaborations within the Community:  Work with DTATS to address the greater need for     
transportation within DeKalb County 

    Member of DeKalb County Senior Service Providers 

    Member of DeKalb County Triad 

    Member of Permanency Action Team 

    Attend Networking for Families monthly meetings. 

 

Funding for these programs comes from a variety of sources:    

Federal & State funding through NIAAA  from the Older Americans Act   
  

Local government funding from cities & townships we serve, DeKalb County Board, County  
Mental Health Board, and Kishwaukee United Way 

Donations from community members, churches, social clubs, businesses like Target, Walmart, 
and Hy-Vee, as well as those who use VAC’s services 

Annual fundraisers held by VAC, Special Grants 

Proceeds from our Premier Catering, which provides meals for Growing Place, day care centers, 
and DeKalb County Jail. 

The Three Great Loves: A Series 
 Submitted by Bonnie Amesquita 



Church Activities 
Worship Services - Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in Sanctuary 
Sunday School - Sundays at 10:00 a.m. gathers in Sanctuary and moves to Sunday School rooms 
Coffee Fellowship - Sundays at 11:15 a.m. 
Ushers - Sundays at 9:45 a.m. - Sign-up Sheet outside of Sanctuary doors 
Monday Morning Men’s Group - Mondays at 8:30 a.m. for breakfast and discussion in Fireplace Room 
Centering Prayer - Mondays at 5:00 p.m. in Fireplace Room 
Lent Study - Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in Library 
Chancel Choir - Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in Music Room 
Loops of Love - 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at Noon in Library for knitting/crocheting & fellowship 
Morning Circle - 4th Thursday of month at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Bedtime Donations - for the Health Department - Collected in February and March 
   A toothbrush - A book - A blanket - toddler size pj’s. 
 

Food Pantry Collection - place in gray tub outside of Narthex 
     Non Food Items (these are important, because food stamps can’t be used for them): 
     Paper towels, Facial tissue, Toilet paper, Personal care items, Diapers, Wipes 
     Food Items: Canned tuna, Canned chicken, Spices, Healthy snacks, Meals in a can, Rice,  
     Peanut butter, Jelly, Boxed mac & cheese, Cereal 
 
Mayfield Church - Plastic Cap Collection 
Collecting 800 pounds to make benches! Collection container is in Narthex. 

All service men and women in harm’s way.  
For friends, family, and neighbors in need of God's     
   care and support 
For the victims of  abuse, violence and intolerance  
   in our community and in the whole world.  
For those affected by natural disasters around the    
   world. 
  
If you have additions or wish to  remove a name, 
please call the office  at 815-758-0691. 
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

March 

Birthdays & Anniversaries! 
 

Anniversaries 
22 - Jim & Carol Boesche 
30 - Ruby & Ari Shavit 
 

Birthdays 
1 - Lauri Allen, Pat Lawes 
12 - Norm Schaeffer 
13 - Bob Meissner, Heather Tomlinson 
14 - Emily Zahnle 
17 - David Lawes 
19 - Jaylene Jennings 
20 - Ruby Shavit 
22 - Jordan Reyman 
24 - Katie Hagaman 
30 - Gregory Finnigan, Ryan Hibbett, Leah Valentiner 
31 - Tom Roberts, Kathy Spielman 

Thank–you:  to my church family for all the    

     prayers phone calls, flowers and the delicious meals  
     for the Spielman family during my recovery from    
     surgery. We really appreciate the love and support  
     we have received from everyone. I am thankful I  
     have so many people to count on during my                     
    recov ery and upcoming chemotherapy. 
    Thank-you, Kathy Spielman 



1st Congregational UCC - March 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satur-
day 

    1 2 3 

    9 a - Church & 
Ministry 

  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

10 a– Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a - Coffee   

 Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6:45p - Artist’s 
Way 

6 p– Girl 
Scouts 

6:30 p– Lent 
Study 

 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

 8p - Men’s 
Group 

 

11 12 13 14  15 16 17 

10 a- Worship    & 
Sunday School  

“One Great Hour 
of Sharing” 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

5:30p-MoF 

 

6:30 p– Lent 
Study 

12 p - Loops of 
Love 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

10 a- Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a– Coffee 
Fellowship 

Articles for Spire 
Due 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6:45p - Artist’s 
Way 

 

6 p-Girl 
Scouts 

6:30 p-Lent 
Study 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

9:30 a-
Morning Circle 

Growing 
Place 

8p - Men’s 
Group 

 

25 - Palm Sunday 26 27 29  30 - Maudy 
Thursday 

31 - Good 
Friday 

  

10 a- Worship  &  
Sunday School    

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

11:15 a - Cabinet 
& Ministry Teams 

 

Growing Place Growing 
Place 

7 p-Lent 
Study 

Growing Place 

12 p - Loops of 
Love 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

Growing Place 

6 p - Maundy 
Thursday Soup 
Supper & Ser-
vice 

Growing 
Place 

7 p - Good 
Friday Service 

 

 

 

Outside Groups 

Sunday - Narcotics Anonymous @7pm 

Monday - Youth Outlook @6:30 pm 

Tuesday - GS Troop 1690 @6:00 pm 1st & 3rd 

Wednesday- Wild About Words @5pm 1st,3rd,5th 

Wednesday - Yoga @ 4 pm 

Thursday - Women’s AA @7:30 pm 

Saturday - Action Steps @ 10 am,  NA @ 10am, 

                  Narcotics Anonymous @6pm 

Sunday, March 11 



First Congregational  
United Church of Christ 
615 N 1st Street, DeKalb, IL 
60115 

*Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

*Communion is celebrated on  
the first Sunday of each month. 

*Nursery is provided during Worship. 
 

Pastors 
Rev. Joe Gastiger & Rev. Judy Harris 

Sermons in Print and Audio 

Printed sermons are available before worship in the green folder on the Narthex table.  
 

Sermons are also available to download and listen to on our website 

www.uccdekalb.org 

Office Hours 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

8:30 to 4:30 
Closed for lunch 

 
815-758-0691 

UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 
www.UCCDeKalb.org 


