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It Is Time to Repent by Rev. Joe Gastiger 

 I don’t read every letter to the editor in the Tribune or the New York 
Times, but one note this week in the “Voice of the People,” published on June 
19, not only caught my attention but deeply disturbed me as well.  I’ll paste it 
here: 
 A reading from the America First Bible: 
 After the wise men had gone, an angel from the Lord appeared to     
Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up!  Hurry and take the child and his mother 
to America!  Stay there until I tell you to return, because Herod is looking for 
the child and wants to kill him.” 
 That night, Joseph got up and took his wife and the child to America. 
 But King Donald said to his servant Jefferson, “Seize Joseph and Mary 
and cast them into prison, for Herod is not sending his best.  Zero tolerance 
shall be our policy toward those who cross our border claiming to flee from  
persecution.  Rip the baby Jesus from his mother’s arms and keep him with the 
other illegal children and send him back to Herod to meet his fate." 
 Then Donald tweeted to his people, "If we do not deport the offspring of 
the fake asylum seekers, when they grow up they will surely be animals.  I refer 
to them as animals.  And guess what?  I always will.” 
 And Sarah, the messenger of Donald, proclaimed, "It is very biblical to 
enforce the law." 

— Steve John, Decatur 
 Is that what we’ve come to?  Is that how we’ve chosen to deal with 
“the least of these?” 
 In fact, no, it’s neither biblical nor is it sensible to enforce draconian 
laws, but lest we forget we’re not speaking of “laws,” per se, but a checklist of 
policies one man could change and (did at did change, lunch time, Tuesday) 
whenever he likes. 
 Our Church has a strong tradition of standing up for the disenfran-
chised, for the unheard, for the humiliated and violated.  Our Church fought to 
free people enslaved, protect the rights of Native Americans, to raise the 
wages and improve the living conditions of migrant workers.  Our Church has 
fought injustice; just as importantly, so has our church, our particular congre-
gation here in DeKalb. 
 How can we tear toddlers away from their mothers and send them to 
“tender age shelters,” remote camps in the desert?  While that practice has 
been suspended, there is no plan in place—and we’ve been told there’ll be no 
effort made—to reunite families thousands of families already divided. 
 This is an unfolding tragedy, and a lasting national shame. 
  

 May God forgive us. 



 It’s hard to believe that we are approaching the mid-way point of summer. Astronomically it 
arrives at the end of this week in June. Most of us, however, mark the halfway point by July 4, our  
nation’s celebration of its birth. When I think about being halfway through anything that I am          
enjoying thoroughly, I start to wonder if there is enough time to get my fill of it or to finish doing  
what I am enjoying so much. 

Right now I am enjoying working in our yard remodeling flower beds, pruning and trimming, 
and, of course, weeding. They say digging in the dirt is good for your mental, emotional, and spiritual 
health. So when it’s not blistering hot, suffocatingly humid, or raining, I get outside and dig. And I do 
feel better, healthier when I finish. 

Right now, though, that word finish is looming over my head. Will I finish all I have planned for 
this summer that is now halfway over? Will I finish before it gets too cold to work outside? There are 
moments when I am so tired from this work, I don’t think I can pull another weed; or my back aches 
so much I think I can hardly walk; or my arms feel like they are going to drop from my body because 
I’ve carried one too many heavy rocks. I those moments to be finished would be so satisfying. In those 
moments all I want is to be finished. In those moments the end of summer and the growing season 
can’t come fast enough! But is that what I really want? 

I love the satisfaction of doing the hard work. I love the smell of the dirt, the scent of the   
flowers, the wonders of life discovered under overturned rocks, the textures and shapes of the rocks 
themselves. I love when the flower bed I imagined starts to take shape and the dream I dreamed    
begins to come true. I also love the sounds of the birds, the wind, the neighbors doing their own hard 
work. I love that working outdoors I am removed from the turmoil of the news of the day. I even love 
getting sweaty and dirty. For me it is the badge of courage for putting time and effort into something 
worthwhile. And it all brings such peace. 

So I don’t care if the entire backyard isn’t finished this summer. It will eventually be finished, 
and I’ll have it to look forward to next year. I will put aside my worries about finishing and just enjoy 
what I’m doing now. 

There are so many things in life we put so much energy into planning the future of that we  
forget to enjoy it right now. My backyard reminds me there is no better moment to enjoy than the 
one happening now. No more satisfying place to be. No better place to find peace and joy. No better 
time to be renewed. 
 
In Faith and With Hope, 
 

Judy 

From Pastor Judy 
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Heartland Blood Centers Mobile Coach 
 

 will be at First Congregational UCC for a  
Blood Drive on July 31, 2018 from 3pm – 7pm.   

Please consider signing up to donate blood.   
All who come out to donate will receive a Chicago Bears T-shirt  

as a thank you from Heartland Blood Centers.   
Walk-ins are welcome but priority will be given to those  

who schedule an appointment ahead of time.   
 

We are also in need of volunteers  

to greet donors and pass out snacks in Fellowship Hall.   

You can sign up to be a volunteer or to donate blood by contacting  
Colleen Bredeson at cbredeson@vacdk.org,  
sign up after church services in the Narthex  

or sign up online at https://ht.heartlandbc.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/2037187 

August Means Meals on Wheels 
 
During the month of August we have a chance to truly embody God's love for all by living an active faith 
in service to others. For those of you that don't know, that is our mission statement! Meals on Wheels 
offers some unique opportunities that our other service and mission projects do not. Due to privacy laws 
or distance, we generally have no personal contact with those who receive our layettes, our health care 
kits, our school supply kits, our Christmas white gifts or our gifts to DCRNC residents. But when we        
deliver Meals on Wheels, we meet those we are serving, we enter their homes and we are often the only 
human contact they have in a day. It is difficult to pull away when people are hungry to talk with us and  
share a part of their lives, but we must do so or some would be getting their noon meal at 4 in the after-
noon.  
 

Many charities are suffering because of the financial situation in the state of Illinois, but this is some-
thing that we can do without giving anything other than our time, our compassion and whatever 
money is needed to pay for the gas used to travel the route.  
 

The particulars of the process will be found in your Sunday bulletin in July. After delivering 
Meals on Wheels for the first time, most say how much they gained from the experience. 
This is one of our longest running service projects and I hope that you will consider         
becoming a part of it this year. The sign up chart will be available in the narthex each    
Sunday in July after worship. Also you can call me at 815-756-2585 to sign up or if you 
have questions. Please give generously of your time. Many people are depending on us!  
 

If you have any questions, feel free to call me at 815-756-2585.  
Thank you, Carol Rolf  
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School Supply  Collection 
 

Since DeKalb Schools start earlier this fall (August 15th) 
 

Our School supply Collection will be in early August. 
 

Watch for Sales! 
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For the family of Milton Lambert at his passing in 
June . 
 

All service men and women in harm’s way.  
For friends, parents, and neighbors in need of 
God's care and support. 
For the victims of abuse, violence and intolerance 
in our community and in the world.  
For those affected by natural disasters around the 
world.  
If you have additions or wish to remove a name, 
please call the office at 815-758-0691. 

Page 6 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers July Birthdays & Anniversaries! 
 

Anniversaries 
July 1 - John & Ginny Omerod 
July 1 - Corrine Wickens & Carol Walther 
July 2 - Jim & Dianne Moss 
July 3 - Courtney Hanna-McNamara & Jason Hanna 
July 15 - Amy & Douglas Overton 
July 15 -  David Valentiner & Nina Mounts 
July 22 -  James & Sharon Rhoades 
 

Birthdays 
July 1 - Scott Bredeson 
July 2 -  Donna Chamberlain, Gertrude Nettey, 
               Capri Spielman, Marilyn Stephens 
July 3 - Heidi Koenig-Hagaman 
July 4 - Ruth Akers 
July 5 - Ethel Roland 
July 7 - Gavin Engh 
July 11 - Andy Hedberg, Danny Hedberg, 
                Lynn Richards 
July 13 -  Jim Moss 
July 15 -  Lisa Quinlan 
July 21 -  Eugene Powers 
July 25 -  Carol Rolf 
July 26 -  Margaret Klink 
July 31 -  Kathy Modell 

CROP Hunger Walk: First Congregational UCC is working with UUFD Church in Dekalb to Chair the 2018 
Sondra King CROP Hunger Walk being held in October 2018.  Colleen Bredeson is looking for a church  
member to assist her with co-chairing the event.  Sondra King CROP Hunger Walk is a community-wide 
event sponsored by Church World Services and local churches to raise funds to end hunger in the U.S. and 
around the world.   
The planning committee will be meeting two before the walk in October with one follow up meeting after-
wards.  Many hands make for light work.  If you would be willing to consider being a co-chair or team mem-
ber of the planning committee please see Colleen Bredeson after church or give her a call at 815-245-7506 
or email at cbredeson@vacdk.org.  
 
Food Pantry Collection - place in gray tub outside of Narthex 
     Non Food Items (these are important, because food stamps can’t be used for them): 
     Paper towels, Facial tissue, Toilet paper, Personal care items, Diapers, Wipes 
     Food Items: Canned tuna, Canned chicken, Spices, Healthy snacks, Meals in a can, Rice,  
     Peanut butter, Jelly, Boxed mac & cheese, Cereal 
 
Mayfield Church - Plastic Cap Collection - Please see information sheet on the Narthex table for types of 
plastic needed. Collecting 800 pounds to make butterfly benches! Collection container is in Narthex. 

Celebration of Members who have been 
with us for 50+ Years! 

 

Dorothy Capehart - Jeanne Halleron                     
Doreen Huber - Ken Hulmes - Harold Husa       

Florence Husa - Clinton Jesser - Don Mosher        
Ed Peura - Sharon Rhoades - Carol Rolf              

Arch Richoz - Joan Richoz - Norm Schaeffer     
Mary Lou Schaeffer - Sonia Smith  

Cheryl Turner - Betty White 
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1st Congregational UCC - July2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

50 Year Members 

Celebration 

10 a- Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

  Independence 
Day 

Office Closed 

   

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

10 a– Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a - Coffee   

 Fellowship 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

   8p - 
Men’s 
Group 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

10 a- Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

     

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

10 a- Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

11:15 a - Cabinet & 
Ministry Teams 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

   8p - 
Men’s 
Group 

 

27 28 29 30 31    

10 a- Worship  &  
Sunday School    

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

11:15 a - Cabinet & 
Ministry Teams 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

     

 

 

Outside Groups 

Sunday - Narcotics Anonymous @7pm 

Monday - Youth Outlook @6:30 pm 

Wednesday - Yoga @ 4 pm 

Thursday - Women’s AA @7:30 pm 

Saturday - Action Steps @ 10 am,  NA @ 10am, 

                  Narcotics Anonymous @6pm 

Monday-Friday: Growing Place 7a - 7p Church Activities 
Worship Services - Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in Sanctuary 
Sunday School - Sundays at 10:00 a.m. gathers in Sanctuary and moves to  Sunday School rooms 
                  Sunday School continues through the summer months. 
Coffee Fellowship - Sundays at 11:15 a.m. 
Ushers - Sundays at 9:45 a.m. - Sign-up Sheet outside of Sanctuary doors 
Monday Morning Men’s Group - Mondays at 8:30 a.m. for breakfast and  discussion in Fireplace Room 
Centering Prayer - Mondays at 5:00 p.m. in Fireplace Room 



First Congregational  
United Church of Christ 
615 N 1st Street, DeKalb, IL 
60115 

*Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

*Communion is celebrated on  
the first Sunday of each month. 

*Nursery is provided during Worship. 
 

Pastors 
Rev. Joe Gastiger & Rev. Judy Harris 

Sermons in Print and Audio 

Printed sermons are available before worship in the green folder on the Narthex table.  
 

Sermons are also available to download and listen to on our website 

www.uccdekalb.org 

Office Hours 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

8:30 to 4:30 
Closed for lunch 

 
815-758-0691 

UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 
www.UCCDeKalb.org 


