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From Pastor Judy 
 
Very quickly now we will enter the season of Lent. Ash Wednesday comes 
early this year as does Easter. On Wednesday, February 14, we will gather in 
Fellowship Hall for a soup supper and a short worship service. This is in  
preparation for what I have always thought was the most introspective time 
in the church year—a time for the spiritual practice of delving deeply into 
what it means to be Christian and how I understand God; and then to grow in 
my understanding of how what I believe and practice fits that meaning. As I 
learned in seminary, this is theology and it colors how we see ourselves and 
the world in which we live. 
  
Some months ago I watched a video of a lecture given by noted theologian, 
John Crossan, called “Violence Divine.” One of the most striking things he says 
in his lecture is this: “Unless our theology changes, humankind is locked into 
violence.” Now, I don’t consider myself a violent or even aggressive person; 
yet I know I have a violent streak. It gets riled up every time my self-
righteousness is challenged. And I have met very few people who haven’t 
shown me, in one way or another, their own violent streak. What I have spent 
a lifetime wondering, though, is where does that violent streak come from? 
Crossan lays out the biblical framework for understanding our violent roots. 
I’d like to share his thoughts with you. 
  
On the Tuesdays in Lent, February 27, March 6, 13, and 20, at 6:30 p.m., I   
invite you to gather with me in the library for a discussion of Crossan’s work 
and discover if there is some change that needs to happen in our theology to 
help make our lives and the world less violent. Oh, I know that is a tall order, 
but I’m certain there are ways each of us can encourage this much needed 
change. 
  
Please join me Tuesday, February 27 at 6:30 p.m. There are no books to buy 
to engage in this Lenten discipline of thinking about God. 
 
In Faith and with Hope, 
 

Judy 
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 I hope many of us will recall, from time to time, our moderator John Omerod’s opening     
remarks at our annual meeting on the 24th.  Before scanning of the columns of next year’s budget, 
he told us,  
 
 “I've heard it said in the past that the church is a business.  Respectfully, I disagree. 
Businesses have a bottom line to watch, investments to monitor, and products to distribute, and it 
in the best interest of a business to work with dispatch.   
 
 “I have a checkbook, and a bottom line to monitor. It would be irresponsible of me to spend 
my money in an irresponsible way.  However, I'm not a business.  Neither is our church. 
 
 “Respective of efficient and productive businesses in our community, the church doesn't 
truck out a product.  The message of God's love isn't sold online or at Jewel. The church doesn't 
have shareholders to satisfy.  Members of a congregation are not the equivalent of shareholders. 
And the purpose of the church isn't for financial profit only. 
 
 “The day the church becomes a business is the day it stops giving away its money.  It's the 
day that profits are the priority.  It's the day the church stops being an influential witness for Christ 
in the world.  It's the day I begin sleeping in on Sunday mornings.   
 
 “The church is not a business.” 
 
 I don’t know how you all felt, but I could’ve cheered.  And this feeling encouraged me to look 
through my old notes for other descriptions of “church” that have brought me some comfort and 
courage.  Here are a handful that have meant a lot to me: 
 
 “In our culture of rugged individualism—in which we generally feel that we dare not be hon-
est about ourselves, even with the person in the pew next to us—we bandy around the word 
“community.” We apply it to almost any collection of individuals—a town, a church, a synagogue, a 
fraternal organization, an apartment complex, a professional association—regardless of how poorly 
those individuals communicate with each other. It is a false use of the word. If we are going to use 
the word meaningfully we must restrict it to a group of individuals who have learned how to com-
municate honestly with each other, whose relationships go deeper than their masks of composure, 
and who have developed some significant commitment to “rejoice together, mourn together,” and 
to “delight in each other, make others’ conditions our own.“ 
                 M. Scott Peck 
 

 "The miracles of the church seem to me to rest not so much upon faces or voices or healing 
power coming suddenly near to us from afar off, but upon our perceptions being made finer, so that 
for a moment our eyes can see and our ears can hear what is there about us always. “ 
               —Willa Cather 

Continued on page 3 . . .  
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Continued from page 2 
 
 “The central task of the religious community is to unveil the bonds that bind each to all. There is a 
connectedness, a relationship discovered amid the particulars of our own lives and the lives of others.  
Once felt, it inspires us to acts of justice.  It is the church that assures us that we are not struggling for jus-
tice on our own, but as members of a larger community.  The religious community is essential, for alone 
our vision is too narrow to see all that must be seen, and our strength too limited to do all that must be 
done.  Together, our vision widens and our strength is renewed.” 

—Mark Morrison-Reed 
 "My own feeling is you have to be as pastoral as you can be without surrendering one single iota 
of ethical initiative.  Nothing ever stops a minister from saying, in the middle of the sermon:  ‘What I now 
want to say it’s hard for me to say, so I can imagine how painful it’s going to be for some of you to hear.  
Let us remember that in the church, our unity is based not on agreement, but on mutual concern.  So let 
me tell you what’s on my heart and mind and then you be good enough to tell me where you think I went 
wrong. . . .’”              —William Sloan Coffin 
 

 “If someone were to say, “You can pray at home.  Why go to church?,” or “Why come to this 
church?—these may be the best answers that I can give.  Oh, there’s one more: 
 “A church is as large as the lives that are touched through the congregation, by the love of God. 
Caring is the ultimate measure of a congregation’s size.”       —Carl S. Dudley 

Thank You For Christmas Gifts 
A very belated thank you to all who gave a total of approximately $1000 in Christmas gifts or 
money for resident accounts at the DCRNC beauty shop. . . Nancy Allen, Janice & Tim Blickhan, 
Jodie & Ken Burton, Selinda & Ray Chasteen, Mary Eddings, Pat Fagan, Karen Finn, Jean & Joe 
Gastiger, Carol Genis, Lisa & Jerry Gorchels, Jan Graefen, Jean Hallaron, Judy & Tom Harris, 
Heidi Koenig-Hagaman, Pat & Peter Lawes, Cindy Matt, Amy Overton, Pat Overton, Sharon & 
Jim Rhoades, Carol Rolf, Mary Lou & Norm Schaeffer, Sonia Smith, Kurt Thurmaier, Linda Tillis, 
Cheryl Turner, Carol Zelaya and Gerri Zahnle. 
 

Your kindness and generosity are much appreciated by the residents and their 
families. I apologize if I missed anyone! 
 

Thanks again! Coral Rolf 
 

Thank you notes received from: 
Safe Passage     Chicago Theological Seminary     Hope Haven     Salvation Army 
Back Bay Mission     Kairos Outside Ministry 
        These are posted on bulletin board. 

Thank  You Notes! 
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The Three Great Loves: A Series 
 Submitted by Bonnie Amesquita 

General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ, John Dorhauer, has introduced a new 
initiative that calls our church into mission.  He writes, “We are challenging the entire denomination to 
engage in Three Great Loves:  The Love of Children, the Love of Neighbor, and the Love of Creation.  
Every member of the United Church of Christ is invited to make two commitments: 
     “First, discover ways in which you can engage the members of your faith community in a mission that 
serves the needs of children, responds to the suffering of your neighbor, and/or honors the call to be 
good stewards of God’s creation. 
     “Second, find a way to narrate the impact of your commitment and tell the story to the rest of the 
denomination.” 
 
In an effort to respond to President Dorhauer’s call to action, Pastors Joe and Judy have recommended 
that various members of our church community be interviewed about how each of them is committed 
to serving the needs of children, neighbor, and creation itself. 
 
The Layette Program:  Karen Finn, Nancy Allen, et al. 
One of the first of these narratives is about our Layette program here at UCC DeKalb, which has been a 
mission of the Women’s Fellowship of the First Congregational Church in DeKalb for the past thirty 
years.  The women involved in this mission give so much to babies and their mothers in our community. 
They give out of their own pockets, put in their own time, anticipate a mother's needs and try to fill 
them. The women in our church make Layettes, often the first new thing the mothers working with the 
DeKalb County Health Department, receive. There's a constellation of people at our church, in coopera-
tion with First Lutheran Church and First United Methodist Church, who support these families.  Every-
one involved really is extremely eager to give. 
 
It’s amazing what these women do. Each Layette's contents can run $50 dollars or more. A single       
layette includes one pre-folded diaper, two shirts or “onesies,” a burp cloth, two wash cloths, two 
gowns or sleepers, two diaper pins, one sweater or cardigan type sweatshirt, one small bar of Ivory 
soap, and two receiving blankets, one of which can be a knitted blanket. Recently, a children’s book   
has been added to the layettes as well.  In addition, for women who have had difficulty with their   
pregnancy, a homemade quilt is also provided. UCC coordinator Karen Finn, United Methodist Donna 
Bennett, and the DeKalb County Health Department’s Kay Chase find a way to produce and distribute 
250-275 of these layettes every year. 
 
According to UCC DeKalb congregant, Janice Blickhan, when the program started, “most of the items    
in the Layettes were handmade and were given to women in need.  About 20 years ago, the program 
became affiliated with the WIC program at the DeKalb County Health Department.  When the program 
started, about 50 Layettes were made a year.  Because of increased need, the Health Department      
estimates the need at fifty or more Layettes a month.’“ Due to the monies received in 2014 from the  
         

               Continued on page 5 . . . 
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3 GREATLOVES   
Love of Children 

Love of Creation 

Love of Neighbor 

Continued from page 4 
 
UCC Mission Support Grant, our church,” in conjunction with First Methodist and First Lutheran churches, 
not only donate items for the Layettes, but they raise money and spread the word about the women’s 
efforts. Blickhan has again applied for grant funding through UCC Conference Mission Support, and       
efforts to generate donations are ongoing. 
 
In order to qualify for grant funding, the Layette program members must prove that they have tried to 
raise money for the program as well.  Finn says that the annual Pasta With a Purpose dinner was one such 
fundraiser.  This year, instead of the pasta dinner, “we had a fundraiser at Inboden’s.”   Whereas, many of 
the materials that are used to construct the Layettes are given without any cost to the program, some 
materials, like soap and other toiletries, along with batting and fabric material must be purchased. UCC 
congregant Kathy Spielman, who works part-time at Jo-Ann Fabrics, will  often pick up fabric that’s on 
sale; that fabric can be used to make blankets and quilts. 
 
Finn explains that donation efforts go beyond making Layettes.  “It’s the WIC program for women, but we 
also did a diaper collection, and I can’t say that’s just WIC.”  UCC congregant Nancy Allen agreed: “It’s  
infants and children.  We do all ages.” 
 
The women who put together the Layettes also like to give new mothers a Mom Bag.  In that bag might 
be items that will give the new mom some treats as well:  A Christmas ornament, a picture frame, a deck 
of cards, note cards, fancy soap, a book that can be read to her child, a fancy and gently used child’s dress 
for Christmas or Easter. 
 
Remember that old labor song, "Bread and Roses"? That's what these 
women do. They give both the necessities AND the things that mothers and 
babies will enjoy.  All of those involved in this ministry who quilt, sew, knit, 
contribute, donate gently used hand-me-downs, and give warmth to infants 
all year long--these are our churches’ heroes. 

Direct Deposit Your Offering 
To have your offering automatically deducted from your bank account and deposited into the church's 
bank account pick-up a form from the table "ACH Automatic Transfer Authorization".  Complete the 
form, attach a voided check and return it to the church office. If you have questions, please contact 
Carol Genis, Financial Secretary or Julie Grendahl, Office Manager. 



Church Activities 
Worship Services - Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in Sanctuary 
Sunday School - Sundays at 10:00 a.m. gathers in Sanctuary and moves to Sunday School rooms 
Coffee Fellowship - Sundays at 11:15 a.m. 
Ushers - Sundays at 9:45 a.m. - Sign-up Sheet outside of Sanctuary doors 
Monday Morning Men’s Group - Mondays at 8:30 a.m. for breakfast and discussion in Fireplace Room 
Centering Prayer - Mondays at 5:00 p.m. in Fireplace Room 
The Artist’s way - Monday, Feb 5th & 19th at 6:45 p.m. in the Library 
Chancel Choir - Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in Music Room 
Loops of Love - 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at Noon in Library for knitting/crocheting & fellowship 
Morning Circle - 4th Thursday of month at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Bedtime Donations - for the Health Department - Collected in February and March 
   A toothbrush - A book - A blanket - toddler size pj’s. 
 

Food Pantry Collection - place in gray tub outside of Narthex 
     Non Food Items (these are important, because food stamps can’t be used for them): 
     Paper towels, Facial tissue, Toilet paper, Personal care items, Diapers, Wipes 
     Food Items: Canned tuna, Canned chicken, Spices, Healthy snacks, Meals in a can, Rice,  
     Peanut butter, Jelly, Boxed mac & cheese, Cereal 
 
Mayfield Church - Plastic Cap Collection 
Collecting 800 pounds to make benches! Collection container is in Narthex. 

All service men and women in harm’s way.  
For friends, family, and neighbors in need of God's     
   care and support 
For the victims of  abuse, violence and intolerance  
   in our community and in the whole world.  
For those affected by natural disasters around the    
   world. 
For Julie Grendahl and family at the passing of her   
    father, Robert Boyle. 
For Harriet Halpin, Dennis Johnson's mother. 
  
If you have additions or wish to  remove a name, 
please call the office  at 815-758-0691. 
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers 
Birthdays & Anniversaries! 
 

Anniversary 
  26 - Ken & Jodie Burton 
 
Birthdays 
  2 - Jim Dionisopoulos 
  3 - Bettie Powell 
  8 - Nancy Hedberg 
  9 - Nancy Allen, Karen Finn 
10 - James Rhoades 
13 - Jocelyn Swope, Alex Tomlinson 
14 - Jodie Burton 
18 - Gretchen Moore, Lorna Vogt 
23 - Matt Carlson, Shineah Shavit 
24 - David Valentiner 
27 - Lynne Harness 
28 - Jill Sanderson 



1st Congregational UCC - February 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satur-
day 

    1 2 3 

       

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

10 a– Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a - Coffee   

 Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6:45p - Artist’s 
Way 

 12 p - Loops of 
Love 

 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

Growing Place 8p - Men’s 
Group 

 

11 12 13 14 - Ash 15 16 17 

10 a- Worship    & 
Sunday School  

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

 6p-Soup     
Supper            
& Service 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

10 a- Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a– Coffee 
Fellowship 

Articles for Spire 
Due 

Growing Place 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6:45p - Artist’s 
Way 

 12 p - Loops of 
Love 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

9:30 a-Morning 
Circle 

8p - Men’s 
Group 

 

25 26 27 29       

10 a- Worship  &  
Sunday School    

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

11:15 a - Cabinet & 
Ministry Teams 

 

 7 p-Lent 
Study 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

     

 

 
Outside Groups 

Sunday - Narcotics Anonymous @7pm 

Monday - Tai Chi @6pm , Youth Outlook @6:30 pm 

Tuesday - GS Troop 1690 @6:00 pm 1st & 3rd 

Wednesday- Wild About Words @5pm 1st,3rd,5th 

Wednesday - Yoga @ 4 pm 

Thursday - Women’s AA @7:30 pm 

Friday - NA @ 10 am 

Saturday - Action Steps @ 10:30am,  

                  Narcotics Anonymous @6pm 



First Congregational  
United Church of Christ 
615 N 1st Street, DeKalb, IL 
60115 

*Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

*Communion is celebrated on  
the first Sunday of each month. 

*Nursery is provided during Worship. 
 

Pastors 
Rev. Joe Gastiger & Rev. Judy Harris 

Sermons in Print and Audio 

Printed sermons are available before worship in the green folder on the Narthex table.  
 

Sermons are also available to download and listen to on our website 

www.uccdekalb.org 

Office Hours 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

8:30 to 4:30 
Closed for lunch 

 
815-758-0691 

UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 
www.UCCDeKalb.org 


