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To embody God’s love for all by living an active faith in service to others 
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              Lenten Series 

‘Tis the Season’  
by Rev. Joe Gastiger 

 
 Most of us have favorite holiday seasons. For most it's Christmas, with the 
family get-togethers and presents. But each year at this time, I sense that very 
few of us would pick Lent, a season that seems to us as gray as the weather that 
usually attends it. 
 Think about it: crossing off days on the calendar until Ash Wednesday; 
leaving work just a little early, saying "I've got to get my Lenten shopping done;" 
advertisements on billboards and television reading "only 12 more days 'til the 
day of Ashes;" or little kids going to bed, asking their parents, "How much longer 
'till Lent is here?" It just doesn't happen.  
It feels like this strange, weirdly anachronistic holiday that celebrates things we 
don't value and encourages attitudes we don't share. No wonder that each year 
fewer and fewer churches observe this age-old (fourth century!) tradition -- it's 
too old-fashioned, too medieval for many contemporary Christians to handle.  
 Maybe it's the themes of Lent that trouble us. Penitence. Sacrifice.      
Contemplation. These are the words of Lent, and I, for one, have a hard time   
believing they were popular even with the Puritans, let alone now. 
 But you know what? Each year, whatever my feelings approaching Lent 
may be, the same answer comes whispering back: I do. Just maybe, I need Lent. 
Just maybe I need a time to focus, to get my mind off of my career, my social life, 
my next writing project -- and a hundred other things to which I look for meaning 
-- and center myself in Meaning itself. 
Just maybe I need a time to help clear my head of the distractions which any    
involved life in this world will necessarily bring and re-orient myself toward the 
Maker of all that was given for my pleasure and which I have let become merely 
distracting. 
 Maybe I need the opportunity clear my eyes of the glaze of apathy which 
comes from situation after situation where I feel nearly helpless so that I can    
fasten my eyes once more on the almost unbearable revelation of the God who 
loves God's children enough to take the form of a man hanging on a tree. 
 If Lent is in trouble, it's only because we're in trouble, so busy trying to 
make or keep or save our lives that we fail to notice that God has already saved 
us and has already freed us to live with each other and for each other all the rest 
of our days. 
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Strangers in the Land: 
A Lenten Study Series 

Mondays at 7 pm in Our Library 
 

“When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong him.  
The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens;  
you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt:  

I am the Lord your God.” —Leviticus 19:33-34 
 

 In a world that’s much smaller than our parents’ was, now that we’re part of a global economy, hun-
dreds of thousands are fleeing their homelands, searching for better lives and opportunities far, far away 
from where they were born. Their reasons for leaving on foot or by boat are compelling and obvious:. they 
hope to escape from poverty, war, persecution, and slavery.  The U.S. has been a nation of immigrants, yet 
we have always had conflicts about this. We welcome foreigners and celebrate their contributions, but 
we mistrust them, too, set them apart, and sometimes inflict grave harm upon them. 
 Jesus Christ teaches us to love our neighbors. Our scriptures urge us to care for the newcomer—the 
hungry wanderer, and the refugee. Even so, powerful figures insist we must protect ourselves today by 
rounding up and expelling as many “illegals” as possible, and build a barrier as vast as the Great Wall of China 
to keep them out. 
 Lent is a time for sober reflection on whether and how we follow Christ in our everyday lives and in 
our own efforts to try to secure mercy and justice for the most vulnerable in our neighborhoods, workplaces, 
schools. 
 Please join us for a series of discussions about the plight of immigrants and refugees, and the ways 
our United Church of Church calls us to respond.  We’ll begin at 7:00 each evening and finish by 8:15 or so. 
You’re always welcome to bring a friend along. Here’s our schedule: 
 

 

 
Monday, 

March 6th 

  
The Stranger Among You: 

What Scriptures Say about the Immigrant and the Refugee 
  

  
Monday, 

March 13th 
  

  
Where We Come From: 

The Four Great Waves of American Immigration 
  

  
Monday, 

March 20th 
  

  
Who’s Welcome Here: 

Assimilation, Amalgamation, and Fear of the Other 
  

  
Monday, 

March 27th 
  

  
Compassion and Backlash: 

The Ongoing Refugee Crisis and the European Response 
  

  
Monday, 
April 3rd 

  

  
Sisters and Brothers or ‘Lots of Bad Hombres?’: 

The Immigrant and the Refugee in Our Community 
  

  
Monday, 
April 10th 

  

  
“Am I My Brother’s Keeper?” 

What Scripture Would Have Us Do 
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From Pastor Judy 

The word for the season of Lent is Repent. It is not a word we use often. We usually hear it in the 

voice of John the Baptizer as he encourages his followers or challenges the Pharisees. But we don’t 

tend to use the word repent much in our every-day language. The word we tend to use instead is 

Change. Either way, repent or change, the words can cause anxiety and fear. But should they? 

 From its very inception, all life is change. Animals, plants, insects, air, and humans can’t        

become what they are intended to be without change. Change is part of who and what we are.  

 I think John the Baptizer knew that somehow. When he called those around him to repent, he 

knew it was something they could do. For him, that word repent meant “You missed the mark of what 

you intended. Go in a new direction.” In other words, change what you are doing. You know, it’s been 

said that to keep doing things the way you always have and expect different results is the definition of 

insanity. Turning that around: to resist change is insane. 

 Theologians and mystics much wiser than I say that living in God’s world means living fully in 

each moment relishing and focusing on the good there. And each moment is different from the one 

before and the one coming next. To me that means change offers us varied ways to find the good 

(God?) in every moment. We should, then, embrace change for where it can lead us and what it can 

teach us about ourselves, our neighbors, and God. 

 Sometimes we have to be the initiators of change in our own lives before we can learn from 

the change we encounter every day. So I want to offer you a Lenten challenge that grows out of the 

Christian tradition of doing something different during Lent. Oh, I’m not going to ask you to give up 

something you enjoy. What I am asking is that each day you do something you are not in the habit of 

doing. Smile or say ‘hello’ to everyone you meet, hold doors 

open for those behind you letting them enter first, buy a cup of 

coffee for the person behind you at the coffee shop, park a little 

farther away from where you are shopping so those who need  

to be closer can be. You get the idea—show kindness and      

consideration in ways you don’t generally. Jot down what you  

do each day and how you feel about it, then decide on Easter 

morning if this is a new way to live for you. If you want to share 

your thoughts with me, I’d be happy to listen! 

With Faith and in Hope,  

Judy 



 

Leave notes in the Church Office mailbox,                                  
or slip under the door.    

 

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Office Manager Days: M - W - F 

Closed during lunch hour. 
 

Thank you, Julie, Office Manager 
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 March Birthdays  

1 - Lauri Allen, Pat Lawes 

12 - Norm Schaeffer 

13 - Bob Meissner, Heather Tomlinson 

14 - Emily Zahnle 

17 - David Lawes 

19 - Jaylene Jennings 

20 - Matt LeBlanc, Ruby Shavit 

22 - Jordan Reyman 

23 - Samantha LeBlanc 

24 - Katie Hagaman 

30 - Gregory Finnigan, Greg Finnigan, Ryan Hibbett, Leah Valentiner 

31 - Tom Roberts, Kathy Spielman 

Wednesdays at 7:30. New voices are always welcome,  

so please join us in adding music to our worship each Sunday.  

Contact Kate Swope if you have any questions:   

kathrynswope@gmail.com or 815-901-3440 

Chancel Choir Rehearsals 

Phone messages: 815-758-0691 
Email:  UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Office Manager Days: M - W - F 

Closed during lunch hour. 

Worship Bulletins 
Items must be submitted by Wednesday  

to be placed in the Sunday Bulletin. 
 

The Spire  Newsletter  
deadline is the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

March Anniversaries 

22 - Jim & Carol Boesche 

29 - Thomas & Marilyn Stephens 

30 - Ruby & Ari Shavit 
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Thank You’s 

Good Day!!... fellow christian...  

 

We just wanna extend our Thank You.. for the financial support you've send in our church here in Phil-
ippines " UCCP Matina Aplaya, Shanghai, Davao City" through Ms. Ruby Basalo- Shavit. we've received 
the money last month if I'm not mistaken. 

 

Our Minister here in our church tried hard to retrieved his email account , for him to send a Thank 
You Letter in your church, but he cant due to lost of email account, so as a church we decide to send a 
postal Letter. for us to say how we really appreciate your help. 

 

Once again extend our Thank You's to all members of the church... More Blessings to come, More 
Blessings to be share... God Bless us all 

 

Vanessa Basalo, Church Council secretary 

 

Thank You for Christmas Gifts 

A very belated than you to all who gave a total of over $1000 in Christmas gifts or money for resident 

accounts at the DCRNC beauty shop...Nancy Allen, Bonnie & Ric Amesquita, Pat Boesche, Jodie &   

Ken Burton, Mary Eddings, Karen Finn, Jean & Joe Gastiger, Carol Genis, Lisa & Jerry Gorchels, Jan 

Graefen, Cindy Matt, Marlene & Glenn Meeter, Gretchen Moore, Jan Ann & Bill Moore, Amy Overton, 

Pat Overton, Carol Rolf, Martha Rolf, Sonia Smith, Pat & Bob Suchner, Kurt Thurmaier, Ruth Tsotsis 

and Gerri Zahnle. 

Your kindness and generosity are much appreciated by the residents and their families. I aplolgize if I 

missed anyone! 

Thanks again! Carol Rolf 



Please Join Our Facebook Group 
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Ushers are Needed on Sunday mornings 

Facebook Page: We have an open page for events and announcements,  

the address is: www.facebook.com/UCCDekalb 

 

Private Facebook Page 

"First Congregational United Church of Christ, DeKalb Community."  

This is a private group for members of the church to ask questions,  

post reminders, and have open discussions.   

Or you can type exact http://bit.ly/FirstUCC  

Women’s Morning Circle  

March 23rd 

In Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. 

All women are welcome to join us! 

Our Ushers are 1st Congregation’s welcoming smiles to all joining us for worship! 

Ushers hand out the bulletins, collect offering and prayer slips, assist guests  and 

members with  directions to our nursery, bathrooms and offer hearing devices. 

Please sign-up for a Sunday or maybe two! The sign-up board is in the narthex. 

Thank you - Ken Burton 

Loops of Love, a knitting and crocheting group 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 12:00 noon.  

Join us in the library to make baby blankets, lap robes,  
and prayer shawls for those who need a little TLC.  

Bring your lunch if you like.  
If you would like lessons in knitting or crocheting, bring yarn  

and appropriate needles or hooks, and we’ll be happy to teach you.  
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Judy (815-758-0691.  
We always have a good time, and would love for you to join us. 

Loops of Love 

Crocheting & 

http://www.facebook.com/UCCDekalb


1st Congregational UCC - March 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1-Ash Wednesday 2 3 4 

   4 p - Yoga 

7 p-N.A. 

6 p-Soup Supper 

7p-Service 

7:30 p- Choir Practice 

7:30 p-AA 
Women’s 

  8 a-Inkspiration 
Saturday 

6 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10 a- Worship & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:15 a - Wellness 
Journey 

11:30a-
Confirmation Class 

7:00 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

8:30 a-Monday 
Morning Men 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6 p- Chess Club 

6 p- TaiChi Club 

6:30 p-Youth Out-
look 

7 p-Lenten Study 
Series 

7:30 p-KVC    
Barbershop 

12 p - Loops of Love 

4 p - Yoga 

7 p-N.A. 

7:30 p- Choir Practice 

7:30 p-AA 
Women’s 

8 p-From the 
Heart Support 
Men's Group 

6 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

12 Pancake B-fast 13 14 15 16 17 18 

10 a- Worship & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:15 a - Wellness 
Journey 

7:00 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

8:30 a-Monday 
Morning Men 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6 p- Chess Club 

6 p- TaiChi Club 

6:30 p-Youth Out-
look 

7 p-Lenten Study 

4 p - Wild 
About Words 

7:30 p-KVC          
Barbershop 

4p-Yoga 

7 p-N.A. 

7:30 p- Choir Practice 

7:30 p-AA 
Women’s 

  6 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

19  20 21 22 23 24 25 

10 a- Worship & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:15 a - Wellness 
Journey 

11:30a-
Confirmation Class 

7:00 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

8:30 a-Monday 
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6 p- Chess Club 

6 p- TaiChi Club 

6:30 p-Youth Out-
look 

7 p-Lenten Study 

7:30 p-KVC    
Barbershop 

12 p - Loops of Love 

4p-Yoga 

7 p-N.A. 

7:30 p- Choir Practice 

9:30 a - 
Morning 
Circle 

7:30 p-AA 
Women’s 

8 p-From the 
Heart Support 
Men's Group 

6 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

26 Family Sunday 27 28 29 30 31 1 

10 a- Worship & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:15 a - Wellness 
Journey 

11:15 a-Cabinet & 
Ministry Teams 
Meeting 

7:00 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

8:30 a-Monday 
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6 p- Chess Club 

6 p- TaiChi Club 

6:30 p-Youth Out-
look 

7 p-Lenten Study 
Series 

4 p - Wild 
About Words 

7:30 p-KVC    
Barbershop 

4p-Yoga 

7 p-N.A. 

7:30 p- Choir Practice 

7:30 p-AA 
Women’s 

  6 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
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All service men and women in harm’s way, for friends, 

parents, and neighbors fighting depression,  

Dianne Moss, Bonnie Brown (Brian Eide's stepmother), Jody 

Baker, Dan Clifford (friend of Carolyn Guido), Chrissy Cowan 

(daughter of Linda    Maffei), Sandy Doner (cousin of John Omerod), William Dyer,  Pastor Kate Feeney-

Bastian (friend of Lolly Voss), Florence Husa, Harold Husa, Ed Johnson (brother of Michael Johnson),        

Rosemary LaSalle (sister of Pat Overton),  Liz Lawrence (friend of Karin Finn), Craig Lindvahl, Connie Lynch, 

Max Murphy, Brigit Moseley (friend of Ralph Carr), Tony Ravelo (friend of Donna and Doug Chamberlain), 

LaVonne Strom (friend of Ralph Carr), Jane Voss (granddaughter of Lolly Voss), JoAnn Watson (mother of 

Joan Watson-Protano), and Bill Monat, Doug Paul, Dwight Dennison (friends of Kurt Thurmaier).  

If you have additions or wish to remove a name,  

please call the office at 815-758-0691. 

In our thoughts and prayers  
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Food Pantry Donations 

Collected on the first Sunday of each month.   

A gray tub is outside the Narthex for you to place your items in.   

Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated. 
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If you are at least 65 years old and your income is less than $55,000 per year, you might be able to 

freeze your property taxes. Go to http://dekalbcounty.org/assessor/SrFreeze.html or talk to Pastor 

Joe or Judy to get more information. 

Senior Property Tax Freeze 
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When Change Came to the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia 
By The Reverend Robert C. Meissner, Retired Associate Conference Minister, IL Conference United Church of Christ 

Setting:  Rural Mt. Crawford, Shenandoah Virginia 

Time:  1956 or 1957 

 Virginia had not accepted or implemented the Supreme Court’s decision on Brown vs. the 

Board of Education, which struck down segregated schools as unconstitutional.  I was sitting outside 

of Trinity Reformed UCC Church, watching the big interstate trucks roll by.  Musing to myself that 

“someday this village will have to join the twentieth century.”  I had no idea that it would come so 

soon! 

 The family and I went on vacation, and when we returned, I found the congregation in anxiety 

and confusion.  The African American church  seven miles over had closed for repairs and renovation.  

Since it was Sunday, one of the teenage girls decided that she and her brothers and sisters should go 

to Sunday school.  They walked past the Methodist church, crossed the road, and quietly entered 

Trinity church.  Needless to say, the members were dumbfounded, but the children walked past the 

adults and went back into the Fellowship Hall where the Sunday School classes were held. 

 The adults, most of whom grew up as Southerners and lived by those expectations, didn’t 

know what to do.  But the teachers knew what to do, for here were children wanting to know about 

the bible, so they simply put them into the proper age class and went on with their lessons.  The 

white children had no confusion since they played with the black children and knew them by name.  

They could play together; they simply didn’t go to school together.  This was the pattern for several 

months. 

 But it wasn’t a happy decision for all adults.  Claude Craun, the treasurer and respected church 

elder, told me that Ray Crowe was really angry and was threatening to leave if those colored kids   

didn’t go.  Ray was a deacon and the only tither in the church.  He milked 80 cows and therefore his 

tithe was quite large.  If he left, the budget would be in danger of not being met (which implied that I 

probably get less than contract).  Claude said, “We can’t afford to lose Ray.” To which I replied, “We 

can’t afford to keep Ray.” 

 Ray next talked to Fred Will, whose family was among those who started the church over 100 

years ago.  Fred was also an elder, a “hard-scrabble” dirt farmer with poor land and 5 or 6 kids in    

Elementary, Jr. High, and Sr. High school.  Fred may not have gone further than eighth grade in school.  

Ray began by saying that if those “N… kids weren’t gone soon,” he and his family would leave the 

Church and join St. Stephan’s in Harrisonburg. Fred answered, “I don’t know how I feel with all that’s 

going on with the schools, but this is the LORD’S HOUSE, and I don’t think I can tell anybody they can’t 

come here.” 

 Well, Ray left—joined St. Stephan’s and took his tithe with him.  The children stayed until their 

church was repaired and opened.  They left quietly and life returned to normal.  All was well. In fact, 

at the end of the year, it was one of the few times that the budget was met with no deficit. 



P a g e  1 1  T h e  S p i r e  -  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 7  

World Day of Prayer:  

Please Note: Rev. Gastiger has graciously agreed to provide printed copies of his sermons, available 
before worship, to be found in a green folder on the Narthex table. For those with hearing problems 
these may be used to follow along during worship, or taken home to read later. These copies could 
also be used by someone who was absent on a Sunday, by someone visiting a shut-in, or by some-
one who wishes to double-check a reference or quotation, or just re-read. Feel free to take a copy, 

 The middle school/ high school Sunday School class is collecting food pantry donations on the first          

Sunday of each month.  Our donations will be divided between the Barb Food Mart & the Salvation        

Army Food Pantry.  This month, the food pantries are requesting:  

 Meals in a can (soup, stew, chili)  - Tuna or canned chicken. 

 Canned foods with pop-top lids  - Canned fruit in its own juice or water 

 Low-sodium canned vegetables  - Olive or canola oil 

 Personal care items (soap, shampoo,  toothpaste, deodorant, etc.) 

Baby care items (diapers, baby shampoo, wipes, etc.) 

According to Jeff Bridges -- the famous actor & ambassador for the “No Kid Hungry” organization                   

- “35 million people in the U.S. are hungry or don't know where their next meal is coming from,                  

and 13 million of them are children. If another country were doing this to our children, we'd be                     

at war. “ We have almost 5,000 hungry kids in DeKalb County alone. Let’s work together to try                      

to feed our hungry neighbors.   

Want to Make a Change in Your Community?  

Then come join Youth Outlook and let’s make a difference together.  We are looking for board                
members and volunteers to join our organization. Youth Outlook is a   non-profit organization in                
the western suburbs that is continually growing and dedicated to working with LGBTQ+ youth by             
providing a safe and confidential space for the youth and their families.   

Please visit www.youth-outlook.org for more information.   

Youth Outlook meets at First Congregational on Mondays. 

Sermons in Print 

A reminder from our middle school high school Sunday School class 

The 2017 World Day of Prayer will be held Saturday, March 4, 10;00 a.m., at 
The Salvation Army, 830 Grove Street. This year's focus is on the Philippines 
with the theme: "Am I Being Unfair to You?" An offering will be taken to 
support the World Day of Prayer activities and fund grants to organizations 
worldwide working on women's and children's issues. All are welcome to 
attend. 

http://www.youth-outlook.org/


First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

615 N 1st Street 

DeKalb, IL 60115 

Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of each month. 

Nursery is provided during Worship. 

As is our tradition, we will hold a Simple Soup Supper  

(delicious homemade soup, bread, cheese, fruit, and beverage)  

followed by an Ash Wednesday service of worship  

(which includes the imposition of ashes)  

on Wednesday, March 1, at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

Ash Wednesday 

815-756-0691 

UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 

www.UCCDeKalb.org 

Lenten Series 

Strangers in the Land: A Lenten Study Series 
Mondays at 7 pm in Our Library beginning March 6th 

 
“When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong him.  
The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens;  
you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt:  

I am the Lord your God.” -Leviticus 19:33-34 


