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To embody God’s love for all by living an active faith in service to others 
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In the Bleak Midwinter 
by Rev. Joe Gastiger 

 
     I write to you a few days before Christmas.  You won’t see our newsletter, though, until  
after the presents have all been unwrapped, the china put away. 
     Even so, I hope the holiday lingers in your heart and home.  Certainly, by now, you’ve      
discovered that what’s more important—and always was— never was something that Santa 
could bring, or you’d find online. 
     When you decide to love those around you, that day is Christmas. 
     When you take that first step to make peace with a loved one, that day is Christmas. 
     When you meet someone who asks for help, and you assist him with all  of your heart,    
that day is Christmas. 
     When you take time to sit with someone who is frightened, lonely and sad, that day is 
Christmas. 
     Any time old resentments can be transformed by forgiveness, it’s Christmas. 
     When you let go of something to give it to someone who needs it more than you, angels 
rejoice. 
     When you realize that your service, your care and concern are the best gifts you can give, 
that day is Christmas. 
     When you decide to hope rather than surrender to bitterness, that day is Christmas. 
     Christmas is born in the heart of God — who, motivated by love, sent  Jesus to earth to 
comfort, to help, to enlighten us.  May the holiday lights, the parties, the rush of these days 
not distract you from the sweet sensation of singing “Silent Night” by candlelight. 



From Pastor Judy 
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 After all the wishing and hoping and joy of Christmas is over, what is it you look forward to as you begin 
this brand new year, 2017? Good health, wealth (or at least to maintain what you have), safety for self, family, 
and friends? Yes, all those and more, I am certain. But don’t those things require something from us? In order 
to have them, don’t we need to do our part? Practice good health habits, watch spending habits and work as 
hard as we are able, use common sense when it comes to making ourselves vulnerable to accidents/danger. 
Yes, always something is required of us in order for our desires to be met. 

 That’s true in our relationship with God too. What we want from God requires our participation. What can 
we draw on to give energy to our participation? 

The first two paragraphs in John Philip Newell’s book, The Rebirthing of God, remind us: 

The first thing that is said about humanity in the Hebrew Scriptures is  

that we are made in the image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:26).  

Everything else written about us in our scriptural inheritance needs to  

be read in light of this foundational truth: that within us is the likeness  

of the One from whom we have come. Or, as Julian of Norwich puts it,  

we are made “of God.” We are made of the Light that was in the beginning.  

We are made of the Wisdom that fashioned the universe in its glory of  

interrelatedness. We are made of the Love that longs for oneness. This is  

not to deny our capacity for falseness and for the ugly betrayals that tear  

us apart. It is simply to say that deeper still is our of-Godness. 

 And so, it is to our “of-Godness” that we must turn to discover/rediscover and energize our participation   
in the creation that will be 2017. With help from Rev. Deborah Kaiser-Cross, I offer this prayer as a way to    
connect to the deep-lying Divinity within us: 

O God of light, I hope that the radiance of Christmas will not ebb away,  

nor the spirit of  compassion that colors the season, nor the belief that  

the promise of the manger will be kept alive. As I enter the freshness  

of a new year, I pray that you will touch the stubborn, unknown places  

in my life that most need to turn again toward you. Some are so deep  

they have no name. Some I have carried for a long, long time. Help me  

to give them to you, O Source of Healing and Salvation. Tear down the  

barriers keeping me from loving others. Root out hatred and violence in  

my life. Free me from every addiction that keeps my attention and trust  

from you. Give me the strength and the courage to let go and begin afresh.  

Wherever I am in this new year, Dearest One, help me draw from your  

presence. Fill me with the light of your Spirit, so the Christ may shine  

from me always. Amen. 

 

May the peace and the goodness of God color your new year, 

Judy 
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What a great second annual Cookie Sale!!! We didn’t think it could 

get any better than last year but we were wrong! What a wonderful 

example of carrying out the Mission Statement of our church. I just 

hope I don’t forget anyone. First, a huge thank you to co-chair, Hillary 

Joy and her family who did a wonderful job with PR.  The signs in the 

front of the church were great again.  So glad the company changed 

them for free!  Thanks also for getting more boxes and tissues to go in 

them. 

 A huge thank you to all the wonderful bakers: 

Laura Allen, Nancy Allen, Suzie Allen, Colleen Bredesen, Jodi Bredesen, Jodie Burton, Karen Finn, Jean 

Gastiger, Jerry Gorchels, Heidi Hagaman, Jeanne Hallaron, Lynn Harness, Judy Harris, Joanne Hulmes, 

Margaret Klink, Pat Lawes, Marlene Meeter, Gretchen Moore, Nina Mounts, John Omerod, Amy   

Powers, Colleen Powers, Sonia Smith, Betty White, Corrine Wickens, Carol Walther, Marilyn Yordy, 

Gerri Zahnle, Carol Zelaya, Pat Fagan, Johnna Jennings, Cheryl Turner, Jennifer Corbin, Bonnie     

Amesquita, Donna Chamberlain, Overton Family, Dawn Littlefield, Brian/Anita Eide, Carolyn Skaret, 

Brian Kowalski, Kurt/Jean Thurmaier, Barb LeBlanc, John Omerod, Tricia DeBoo, and Ray/ Selinda 

Chasteen. We had BEAUTIFUL items to sell. 

Thanks to Francisco Mascote, Peter Lawes, and Tim Blickhan for setting up the room, Julie Grendahl 

for making the flyers, and Suzie Allen for making all the lovely little candy-cane    label holders for the 

tables. Thanks to Hillary Joy’s family for donating the Christmas Tree for Fellowship Hall.  Thanks to 

Tim Blickhan for setting up the cash boxes, and for making the number labels for the items. Thanks to 

Judy Harris for making the colored holders for the numbers, and the labels for the boxes.  

Thanks to all who helped set up, plate cookies, and fold boxes during the day on Friday:   Heidi        

Hagaman, Susan Roberts, Pat Lawes, Hillary, Ross, Samantha, and Dominick Joy,  

Thanks to our wonderful greeters on Saturday, Karen Finn and Joe Gastiger.  Thanks to all who 

worked on Saturday morning; the cashiers who never had a break: Margaret Klink, Suzie Allen and 

Judy Harris;  Betty White who made and served the refreshments all morning; and the kitchen re-fill 

crew:  Pat Lawes and daughter Carolyn,  Sonia Smith, Johnna Jennings, Betty White, Amy Powers, and 

Hillary Joy.  A special thanks to the young people of the church Sara, Samantha, Ian, Colleen, Molly, 

Brian, and Alan who help with re-fills, assisted people with getting cookies, and helped people get 

cookies to their cars. We couldn’t have done it without you all.  

Thanks to the clean- up crew, Sonia Smith our dishwasher, and all who helped in the kitchen! 

This year we cleared $2500.00 for Meals on Wheels. A great 2nd Annual Cookie Sale.  

It was a true pleasure working with a group of special people who believe that helping others is what 

it is all about at First Congregational United Church of Christ. 

It takes a village,  

Thank You Cookie Sale 2016 



 

Leave notes in the Church Office mailbox,                                  
or slip under the door.    

 

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Office Manager Days: M - W - F 

Closed during lunch hour. 
 

Thank you, Julie, Office Manager 
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January Birthdays  

2 - Courtney Hanna-McNamara 

6 - Antony Fischer, Janice Lambert 

7 - Mary Lou Schaeffer 

8 - Molly Bredeson, Justene Jennings, Robert Suchner 

11 - Dan Gorchels 

12 - Kenneth Burton, Troy Harness 

15 - Carol Walther 

16 - Patricia Fagan 

19 - Marilyn Derrington 

26 - Janice Blickhan, Jody Bredeson 

27 - Megan Bolton, Fareed Haque 

28 - Kurt Thurmaier 

31 - Dominick Joy 

Phone messages: 815-758-0691 
Email:  condek1@gmail.com 

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Office Manager Days: M - W - F 

Closed during lunch hour. 

Worship Bulletins 
Items must be submitted by Wednesday  

to be placed in the Sunday Bulletin. 
 

The Spire  Newsletter  
deadline is the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

All service men and women in harm’s way, for friends, parents, and neighbors 
fighting depression, Dianne Moss, Bonnie Brown (Brian Eide's stepmother), Jody 
Baker, Dan Clifford (friend of Carolyn Guido), Chrissy Cowan (daughter of Linda 
Maffei), Sandy Doner (cousin of John Omerod), William Dyer,  Pastor Kate 

Feeney-Bastian (friend of Lolly Voss), Florence Husa, Harold Husa, Ed Johnson (brother of Michael 
Johnson), Rosemary LaSalle (sister of Pat Overton),  Liz Lawrence (friend of Karin Finn), Craig Lindvahl, 
Connie Lynch, Harriet Morrison, Max Murphy, Brigit Moseley (friend of Ralph Carr), Tony Ravelo 
(friend of Donna and Doug Chamberlain), LaVonne Strom (friend of Ralph Carr), Jane Voss 
(granddaughter of Lolly Voss), JoAnn Watson (mother of Joan Watson-Protano), and Bill Monat, Doug 
Paull, Dwight Dennison (friends of Kurt Thurmaier).  

If you have additions or wish to remove a name, please call the office at 815-758-0691. 
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Hanging of the Greens 

Many thanks to the volunteers who helped beautify our church for the Christmas season. 

Happy Holidays, 

Jodi Johnson 

Food Pantry Donations 

Collected on the first Sunday of each month.   

A gray tub is outside the Narthex for you to place your items in.   

Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Thank You’s 

Joseph’s Baby was the title of our Christmas Program this year.  If you were not in Sunday worship on        
December 18th, you missed a one of a kind production!  Joe and his best friend Tim discovered that Joe’s   
fiancé was pregnant.  The Angel of the Lord brought notecards to make sure God’s entire message got       
relayed to Joe.  King Herod sounded like Sylvester Stallone.  Adorable angels and a lamb surrounded the   
new parents.  And the whole congregation joined in the Big Finish of “Joy to the World.”  Kudos to Iain       
and     Christian for truly great readings of the Scripture.  Thank you to Amy Overton, Amy Powers,           
Meredith Basalo, Hillary Joy, Michael Groark, Travis Erikson, the choir, and all of the children and youth that 
participated. 

From The Salvation Army 

Dear First Congregational Church: 

Thank you for your generous donation of gift cards to The Salvation Army.  Items that 

you donate are beneficial to the people we serve. Your gift helps make a difference in 

the lives of many in our community. 

Thank you again, and we look forward to your continued support. 

God bless, 

Michelle Graham, Captain 

Corps Officer/Pastor 

Hope Haven Meals 

First Congregational prepares dinners on the “5ths”!  

January has a 5th Monday and a 5th Tuesday 

Nina Mounts coordinates the Hope Haven Meals 

Please contact her to offer your assistance 
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1st Congregational UCC - January 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

10 a- Worship & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee 
Fellowship 

7:00 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

Church Office 
Closed 

6 p- Tai Chi Club 

6:30 p-Youth 
Outlook 

7:30 p-KVC    
Barbershop 

7 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

7:30 p- Choir 
Practice 

7:30 p-Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

  6 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

10 a- Worship & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee 
Fellowship 

7:00 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

8:30 a-Monday 
Morning Men's 
Group 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6 p- Chess Club 

6 p- Tai Chi Club 

6:30 p-Youth 
Outlook 

7:30 p-KVC    
Barbershop 

7 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

7:30 p- Choir 
Practice 

7:30 p-Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

8 p-From the 
Heart Support 
Men's Group 

6 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

10 a- Worship & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee 
Fellowship 

7:00 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

8:30 a-Monday 
Morning Men's 
Group 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6 p- Chess Club 

6 p- Tai Chi Club 

6:30 p-Youth 
Outlook 

7:30 p-KVC          
Barbershop 

4p-Yoga 

7 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

7:30 p- Choir 
Practice 

7:30 p-Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

  6 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

10 a- Worship & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee 
Fellowship 

11:15 a-Cabinet 
& Ministry 
Teams Meeting 

7:00 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

8:30 a-Monday 
Morning Men's 
Group 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6 p- Chess Club 

6 p- Tai Chi Club 

6:30 p-Youth 
Outlook 

7:30 p-KVC    
Barbershop 

4p-Yoga 

7 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

7:30 p- Choir 
Practice 

7:30 p-Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

8 p-From the 
Heart Support 
Men's Group 

6 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

10 a- Worship & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a- Coffee 
Fellowship 

7:00 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

8:30 a-Monday 
Morning Men's 
Group 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

6 p- Chess Club 

6 p- TaiC  \hi 
Club 

6:30 p-Youth 
Outlook 

7:30 p-KVC    
Barbershop 

4p-Yoga 

7 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 

7:30 p- Choir 
Practice 

7:30 p-Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

  6 p-Narcotics 
Anonymous 
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Please note changes in times for: 

Saturday Narcotics Anonymous begins at 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Yoga resumes on January 18th with a 

new time of 4:00 p.m. 



“I want our congregation to know specifically what we do, how we do it, and where the money goes.” 

So says Hillary Joy, who has been involved in Mission & Outreach for about a year now. Her              

enthusiasm for the work she does for the church is positively contagious.  “I’ve been learning a lot and 

I’m still learning how things are run.    Not only is this a learning experience for me, but also,        

hopefully, for the whole congregation.”  She, along with Ric Amesquita, Ginny Omerod, Tom Harris, 

Jerry Gorchels, and Nina Mounts, make up the Mission & Outreach team. 

Hillary’s background makes her a real asset to this ministry team:  “I’ve always wanted to be involved 

in the church, be more involved, not just a member. My kids are both in school now full time, and 

some of the companies I worked for, I was helping to build their businesses.  I don’t need to do that 

anymore.  So I have some time.”  (Hillary works as a broker realtor for RGM Real Estate.)  “When the 

Furniture Sale was having a hard time getting volunteers, my brother and I came in and donated our 

time to the auction.  When we did that, there was a lot we didn’t understand about how Mission & 

Outreach worked and how we could help.”  She decided the best way to learn was to get involved.  

“So then I chose Mission & Outreach.  I like doing charity.  I like giving back to the community and, to 

me, Mission & Outreach is the best way to do that.  Organization is what I’m good at.” 

The mission statement for Mission Work/Community Outreach (better known as Mission & Outreach) 

reads as follows:  “Duties are: to Plan and execute and supervise the outreach plans of the church; to 

oversee and direct the award and distribution of benevolence funds; and to coordinate participation 

in outreach events (e.g., Meals on Wheels, White Gifts, Hope Haven Meals, Thanksgiving Baskets, 

Christmas Gifts for the County Home, Plant Sale, Spaghetti Dinner, Furniture Sale, Barbeque, etc.)” 

This kind of organizational work is right up Hillary Joy’s alley.  “I love SOP’s (Standard Operating      

Procedures).  I like data, data entry, and forms, and I like to be able to see years past a piece of paper 

and figure out how to move forward from there.  I like that kind of process.” 

“Sometimes,” Hillary explains, “there are questions of where is the money going, and what part of our 

pledges is going to community.  Years ago, we used to devote a certain percentage (of our pledges) to 

Mission & Outreach (or what was then called the Benevolence Fund).  Then all of the various church 

committees transitioned.  We stopped taking pledge money, and we only raise the money for       

community causes. None of the funds Mission & Outreach makes go back into the church, but we 

don’t take any church funds to go the community, either.” 

How does Mission & Outreach’s budget work, exactly? 

Mission & Outreach receives money for its operation from the Burnell Fund, 

a trust willed to the church by two sisters and former congregants for the 

sole purpose of supporting Benevolence contributions. It also takes in 

money raised by the Noisy Buckets offerings, and our fundraisers. Some of 

those, like the Cookie Sale, are devoted specific agencies, I.e., the Cookie 

Sale monies go to the Volunteer Action Center (aka VAC) Meals on Wheels 

program. 
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Mission & Outreach - submitted by Bonnie Amesquita 
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Continued from page 8 -  Mission & Outreach 

Other Mission & Outreach funds are dispersed to DeKalb Interfaith Network, Healthy Families Illinois, 

Hope Haven, the Mary Uscian Health Fund, Safe Passage, Back Bay Mission, Chicago Theological   

Seminary, and UCC Outdoor Ministries. 

Then there is Directed Giving:  Monies are raised by our church in support of specific entities:  UCCP 

(UCC church in the Phillipines), Tanzania Library, Pancake Breakfast, OCWM Basic Support and UCC 

Offerings (Neighbors in Need, One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church). 

Layettes are funded by the UCC Grant, Pasta Dinner, and Card Sales. 

“What I love learning about Mission & Outreach is I didn’t realize how many places we’ve touched 

and how many people we’ve touched.  We don’t always see that in our daily lives and going to church 

every Sunday.” By knowing where the money is going, Hillary hopes people will have a better          

understanding and might be more eager to help. “We’re always looking for volunteers, always.” 

Currently, our church is down three General Fundraising events:  The BBQ pork chop dinner, the fruit 

cakes, and the furniture sale.  It’s not that these endeavors weren’t successful.  They definitely were 

and together they raised thousands of dollars, but as Hillary points out, the number of volunteers and 

the resources needed to keep these efforts going was becoming burdensome.  She and the rest of the 

Mission & Outreach committee decided, “Let’s take those resources and put them somewhere else. 

Now we’ve added the Cookie Sale.  That’s new.  Last year it was very, very successful.  We’re           

optimistic this year will be, too.  Janice Blickhan just emailed me.  We expect to have 6,200 cookies for 

sale so far.  That is going to help.”  The proceeds from that sale go straight to VAC’s Meals on Wheels 

program. 

Hillary smiles.  “Janice is amazing!  She’s so awesome to work with!  She’s the one out there.  She’s 

the one speaking, she’s the one saying things during the announcements at church.  I’m back over 

here, making the numbers and finding the marketing, and calling the banks and putting it out on the 

marquee, putting out announcements in the newspaper.  So that’s what I do.  It’s nice to take what 

you’re good at and put it out there for the church.” 

People tend to favor Directed Giving efforts:  “People want to see who they’re helping.  The Cookie 

Sale will generate more money for VAC, but we’ve lost money due to fundraisers we are no longer 

doing.  So there’s a balancing act.”  What are some other events we can create to replenish those 

funds? “Finding things like bringing back the spaghetti dinner or if we find other programs like the 

Cookie Sale –Can we find something like that we can do at another time of the year that will be     

profitable, that we’ll have enough volunteers for, instead of the same five people doing the same 

thing over and over?” 

Hillary welcomes feedback from our church members.  If anyone has questions about how Mission    

& Outreach works or what it needs by way of volunteers, she says, by all means, ASK!  “I’m an open 

book!  So please, if you have questions, call me, email, stop me at church. The more opinions or     

suggestions we can get, the better we are as a team, and the better we can give to the community.” 
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When I was a brand new member of this church, I remember being called by Women’s Fellowship to 

make a cake for a funeral luncheon.  I didn’t know this kind of thing was expected of church members, 

but okay, no big deal. I made the cake and brought it to church.  At the bottom of the stairs leading into 

Fellowship Hall stood Ruth Akers, one of the Four Ruths—Ruth Rolf, Ruth Akers, Ruth Ruby, and Ruth  

Feyerherm--who were regarded as longstanding pillars of our church community. I remember how Akers 

looked me square in the eye that day and, straightening her back and lifting her chin, she said, “This is 

what we do. This is who we are.”  I understood at that moment that it wasn’t just about the cake. It was a 

lesson in service and fellowship that continues to be enforced with compassion, generosity, and pride  

today.  I haven’t forgotten that lesson, and certainly the women in Morning Circle haven’t forgotten it, 

either. 

Women have always been the pillars of any church, especially as it applies to the First Congregational 

UCC women who have served for many years in Women’s Fellowship, which disbanded in 2012, and the 

various Circle subgroups, which have since been distilled into one single group of twelve to eighteen 

members.  This is Morning Circle.  Members include co-presidents Karen Finn and Marlene Meeter,      

secretary Nancy Allen, treasurer Pat Lawes, Betty White, Selinda Chasteen, Lynne Harness, Joanne       

Hulmes, Geri Zahnle, Sonia Smith, and Pat Overton. These and other members who were not present for 

my interview are, according to Overton, not just “a nice bunch of people...These women of our church 

get things done.” 

They always have.  Back in 1854, when this congregational church was first founded, “five of the eight 

charter members were women: Hannah Flynn, Olivia Flynn, and Hannah Hiland with their husbands, and 

Sarah Hopkins and Almira Simonds joined without their husbands… Alice C. Love and her husband [also] 

became members.”   By 1884, the number of congregants grew from 40 to 63.  “Women were involved in 

meeting financial needs. Ladies raised money needed, $50.00” and sold fruit cakes, $46.00. 

Between 1885 and 1888, “many women were involved in the planning and building of the Stone Church.”  

One woman, Mrs. Almira Simonds (a charter member) donated $500 to this effort.  Three women worked 

with a Mr. Ridell to collect ‘subscriptions.’”  The church’s first female clerk, Mrs. S.P. Bradshaw was 

elected.  “In 1886, when ‘certain parties’ offered the church a loan of $1,000 toward finishing the church 

‘in good style,’ there was a stipulation: the expenditure of the money was 

to be ‘under the exclusive   control and direction’ of four women—Mrs. A.C. 

Love, Mrs. J.F. Glidden, Mrs. T.M. Hopkins, and Mrs. E.A. Porter.’”  Women 

served as deacons, directed the church choir from 1910 until 1947, served 

as organists and raised money for the church organ, and in 1945 a commit-

tee of 24, twelve of whom were women, determined “the space for parlors, 

dining hall, and kitchen,” while another sub-committee of women planned 

the parsonage.  Many women helped to plan our current church building. 

 

Women’s Morning Circle - Submitted by Bonnie Amesquita 
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I could go on, but the point is that the women of our church have deep historical roots in helping our church 

grow into what it is today.  They have helped to fund renovations—carpeting and drapes replacement,      

purchased windows and extended our building’s library and education areas, and funded the purchase of 

new choir robes.  Their contributions have been and continue to be vital to our church’s infrastructure. 

But there’s another facet to what came to be known as Women’s Fellowship and Women’s and Mother’s  

Circle groups:  The women who participated in these groups in the past, and the women who continue to 

meet today in Morning Circle are about promoting fellowship and service.  Some of what Women’s             

Fellowship used to do is now done by church ministry teams, such as meals for Hope Haven, funeral       

luncheons, wedding assistance, etc., but  Morning Circle works cooperatively and when asked, coordinates 

with Mission & Outreach to supply health kits and school supplies for Safe Passage and Hope Haven.  They’ll 

check in on a family when there’s illness—send a card, call and talk.  They send Christmas and birthday cards 

to the DeKalb County home.  That means a lot to their recipients.  When someone can no longer attend our 

church because of infirmity, I’d imagine that the feeling of separation from our community of friends is pretty 

difficult.  Lonely, even. Those cards that Morning Circle send?  They’re a big deal.  They matter—a lot. 

Morning Circle also buys gloves and mittens for little kids in December, a ministry much appreciated by       

Salvation Army.   However, Morning Circle’s largest project is still the layettes for new mothers who are in 

the DeKalb County WIC program. For many of these mothers, the layettes are the first and only new thing 

that they can give to their new baby. The women in Morning Circle knit and sew baby blankets, and for many 

years, Kay Lynch, former office manager Connie Lynch’s mother, has made gorgeous baby quilts to add to the 

layettes. The Morning Circle coordinates these projects with generous contributions from the members of 

the congregation. 

Most of all, Morning Circle is about fellowship and nurturing community.  The women I met at the Morning 

Circle meeting are good friends.  Even before their meeting began, conversation was lively.  Talk was about 

the usual—there was news to share, there were shared stories, and there was plenty of laughter. Lynn      

Harness presented an amazing spread of delicious homemade pumpkin breads and Danishes.  The tables 

were decorated with table cloths and flowers.  When Joanne Hulmes arrived, she showed the lovely lap  

blankets she’d made and was donating to Loops of Love.  Karen Finn, Betty White, and Selinda Chasteen 

were eager to share stories about the days of Women’s Fellowship. In other words, this is a warm and       

welcoming group of women who celebrate each other in style.  If you are retired or no longer employed in a 

job that would prevent you from attending this group, consider contacting Karen Finn or Marlene Meeter.  

You’ll be glad you did. 

Continued from page 10 - Women’s Morning Circle 



Facebook Page: We have an open page for events and announcements,  

the address is: www.facebook.com/UCCDekalb 

First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

615 N 1st Street 

DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

815-756-0691 

UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 

www.UCCDeKalb.org 

Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of each month. 

Nursery is provided during Worship. 

 

Our Website is all new with an updated calendar! 

www. UCCDeKalb.org 

 

New e-mail address: UCCDekalb@gmail.com 

 

Private Facebook Page 
"First Congregational United Church of Christ, DeKalb Community."  
This is a private group for members of the church to ask questions,  

post reminders, and have open discussions.   
Or you can type exact http://bit.ly/FirstUCC  

http://www.facebook.com/UCCDekalb

