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To embody God’s love for all by living an active faith in service to others 

From Pastor Judy 

UCC minister, Matt Fitzgerald, writes in this year’s Lenten Devotional: “God is not scripture, creation, politics, 
success, pleasure, beauty, art, church, family, the  pursuit of social justice, or anything else that we grant  
ultimate significance.”  Surely all of these, and much more, are important; but why do we put the weight  of 
being God for us on them? They provide what they can for us, but they cannot provide what God does for us. 
Beauty fades, church and families change, politics and social justice take all the energy we can give and then 
want more; and I would guess none of them provide for us the love that only God can give and the peace  of 
mind knowing we are never alone. 
 

So, here’s another Lenten challenge: How about unburdening these things we hold so dear and elevate to the 
level of God? As Rev. Fitzgerald continues: 

Let beauty be beauty, don’t worship it. Let your family be your family, don’t expect everything from 
 them. Let work be work, don’t let it define you. Let our nation be our nation, not something to kill for. 

 

Let life be what it is: a beautiful gift full of trouble, days of joy and contradiction, expiring in our 
 hands. Life isn’t everything. We shouldn’t try to wring eternity from existence. If we can find the faith 
 to hold the reins lightly, the ride might get lively. As Charles Spurgeon says, ‘We make too much of 
 this poor life, and this fondness costs us dear.’” 

 

Let go of the things we would make into God. Receive them for what they are—gifts of opportunity and   
challenge to let God’s light and love pervade us and all we do. 

In Faith and With Hope, 

Judy                                                                               



Practicing Good Hospitality 

 So many times we hear from visitors, prospective members, and groups that use our building these 
words: “What a nice building this is. It’s so clean and everyone is so friendly!” It’s true, we do have a nice 
building and we are very friendly. Those qualities go a long way to providing hospitality to those who enter 
our building. 

 We also need to be hospitable to ourselves. I want to say ‘thank you’ to those who take the time to 
wipe table tops and countertops, to pick up what belongs in the trash, to turn out lights and refresh toilet 
paper rolls. You set a good example for the rest of us in making our building hospitable for us as well as those 
who use our building. Keep up the good work! And to the rest of us: let’s do our part to help too. When you 
leave whatever space you are using, make sure it’s ready for the next person. Think of it as saying ‘thank you’ 
for a wonderful, friendly place to worship, work, and socialize. 
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Printed sermons are available before worship in the green folder on the Narthex table. For those 
with hearing problems these may be used to follow along during worship, or taken home to read 
later.  
 
Sermons are also available to download and listen to on our website , www.uccdekalb.org. 

Sermons in Print and Audio 

Strangers in the Land: 
A Lenten Study Series with Pastor Joe 

Mondays at 7 pm in Our Library 
 

“When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong him.  
The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens;  
you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt:  

I am the Lord your God.” —Leviticus 19:33-34 
 

 In a world that’s much smaller than our parents’ was, now that 
we’re part of a global economy, hundreds of thousands are fleeing their 
homelands, searching for better lives and opportunities far, far away from 
where they were born. Their reasons for leaving on foot or by boat are com-
pelling and obvious:. they hope to escape from poverty, war, persecution, 
and slavery.  The U.S. has been a nation of immigrants, yet we have always 
had conflicts about this. We welcome foreigners and celebrate their contri-
butions, but we mistrust them, too, set them apart, and sometimes inflict 
grave harm upon them. 
 Jesus Christ teaches us to love our neighbors. Our scriptures urge us 
to care for the newcomer—the hungry wanderer, and the refugee. Even so, 
powerful figures insist we must protect ourselves today by rounding up and 
expelling as many “illegals” as possible, and build a barrier as vast as the 
Great Wall of China to keep them out. 
 Lent is a time for sober reflection on whether and how we follow 
Christ in our everyday lives and in our own efforts to try to secure mercy 
and justice for the most vulnerable in our neighborhoods, workplaces, 
schools. 
 Please join us for a series of discussions about the plight of immi-
grants and refugees, and the ways our United Church of Church calls us to 
respond.  We’ll begin at 7:00 each    evening and finish by 8:15 or so. You’re 
always welcome to bring a friend along. Here’s our schedule: 
 

Monday, April 3 - “Sisters and Brothers or ‘Lots of Bad Hombres?” 
The Immigrant and the Refugee in Our Community 

 
Monday, April 10 - “Am I My Brother’s Keeper?” 

What Scripture Would Have Us Do 

Contents 

1 - from Pastor Judy 

2 - Lenten Series 

3 - Prayers 

     Birthdays/Anniversaries 

4 - Thank You’s 

5 - Activities 

6 - Calendar 

7 - Holy Week Calendar 

     Community Events 

                 



All service men and women in harm’s 

way, for friends, parents, and 

neighbors fighting depression,  

Dianne Moss, Bonnie Brown (Brian Eide's 

stepmother), Jody Baker, Dan Clifford (friend 

of Carolyn Guido), Chrissy Cowan (daughter 

of Linda    Maffei), Sandy Doner (cousin of 

John Omerod), William Dyer,  Pastor Kate 

Feeney-Bastian (friend of Lolly Voss),        

Florence Husa, Harold Husa, Ed Johnson 

(brother of Michael Johnson), Rosemary    

LaSalle (sister of Pat Overton),  Liz Lawrence 

(friend of Karin Finn), Craig Lindvahl, Connie 

Lynch, Max Murphy, Brigit Moseley (friend of 

Ralph Carr), Tony Ravelo (friend of Donna and 

Doug Chamberlain), LaVonne Strom (friend of 

Ralph Carr), Jane Voss (granddaughter of 

Lolly Voss), JoAnn Watson (mother of Joan 

Watson-Protano), and Bill Monat, Doug Paul, 

Dwight Dennison (friends of Kurt Thurmaier).  

If you have additions  
or wish to remove a name,  
please call the office at 815-758-0691. 
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In our thoughts and prayers  

5—Michael & Jodi Johnson 

8—Tom & Judy Harris 

16—Brian & Anita Eide 

 

1—Kyle Lindstrom 

2—Ron Nelsen 

3—Jodi Johnson 

4—Jim Boesche, Wesley Nelsen, Lucille Nelsen 

5—Ray Chasteen 

6—Marilyn James 

7—Jason Hanna 

10—Samantha Joy 

12—Scott Carlson, Jean Gastiger, Kathy Lawes 

13—Bridget Gorchels, Peter Lawes 

16—Marlene Meeter 

20—Bonnie Amesquita, Samantha Blickhan, Miles Rinehart 

22—Brett Littlefield 

23—Tim Quinlan 

25—Betty White 

26—John Boesche 

28—Tana Knetsch 

      
A very belated thank you to all who gave a total of over $1000 in Christmas gifts or money for resident 
accounts at the DCRNC beauty  shop ... Nancy Allen, Bonnie & Ric Amesquita, Pat Boesche, Jodie & Ken 
Burton, Mary Eddings, Karen Finn, Jean & Joe Gastiger, Carol Genis, Lisa & Jerry Gorchels, Jan Graefen, 
Jean Hallaron, Lynne Harness, Joanne Hulmes, Pat & Peter Lawes, Cindy Matt, Marlene &  
Glenn Meeter, Gretchen Moore, Jane Ann & Bill Moore, Amy Overton, Pat Overton, Carol Rolf,      
Martha Rolf, Sonia Smith, Pat & Bob Suchner, Kurt Thurmaier, Ruth Tsotsis and Gerri Zahnle.  
Your kindness and generosity are much appreciated by the residents and  
their families. I apologize if I missed anyone!  
 
Thanks again! Carol Rolf  

(Correction to article in March Spire)       THANK YOU FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS  
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Thank You’s 

2 letters from  

Voluntary Action Center 

The $500 for 

“Silver Spoon” 

sponsorship is 

part of the 

$2300 gift from 

the Cookie Sale. 



Food Pantry Donations 
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Ushers are Needed on Sunday mornings 

Collected on the first Sunday of each month.   

A gray tub is outside the Narthex for you to place your items in.   

Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Wednesdays at 7:30. New voices are always welcome,  

so please join us in adding music to our worship each Sunday.  

Contact Kate Swope if you have any questions:   

kathrynswope@gmail.com or 815-901-3440 

Chancel Choir Rehearsals 

Women’s Morning Circle 

April 27th In Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. 

All women are welcome to join us! 

Our Ushers are 1st Congregation’s welcoming smiles to all joining us for worship! 

Ushers hand out the bulletins, collect offering and prayer slips, assist guests  and  

members with  directions to our nursery, bathrooms and offer hearing devices. 

Please sign-up for a Sunday or maybe two! The sign-up board is in the narthex. 

Thank you - Ken Burton 

Loops of Love, a knitting and crocheting group 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 12:00 noon.  

Join us in the library to make baby blankets, lap robes,  
and prayer shawls for those who need a little TLC.  

Bring your lunch if you like.  
If you would like lessons in knitting or crocheting, bring yarn  

and appropriate needles or hooks, and we’ll be happy to teach you.  
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Judy (815-758-0691.  
We always have a good time, and would love for you to join us. 

Loops of Love 

Crocheting & 

For the Health Dept:  

Morning Circle is now thinking of the moms as well as their babies.  

You will see a container next to the cradle in the Narthex that will collect items for MOM BAGS.  

Any items from motels and things you may want to share are welcome! Thanks 



1st Congregational UCC - April 2017 

Sunday Monday Tues
day 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

       9a-Youth 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

10 a- Worship & Sunday 
School 

11:15 a- Coffee           
Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men’s Group 

5 p-Centering Prayer 

7 p-Lenten Study   
Series 

 12 p - Loops 
of Love 

7:30 p- 
Choir    
Practice 

 8 p-From the 
Heart         
Support 
Men's Group 

9a-Youth 
Outlook 

9 Palm Sunday 10 11 12 13 14 15 

10 a- Worship & Sunday 
School 

11:15 a- Coffee           
Fellowship 

11:30 a-Confirmation 

4:30 p-A Cappella Taco 
Dinner 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men 

5 p-Centering Prayer 

7 p-Lenten Study   
Series 

 7:30 p- 
Choir    
Practice 

6:30p- 
Soup  
Supper & 

Maundy 
Thursday 
Worship 

 

7p-Good       
Friday      
Worship 

8a-Chess 
Club 

16 Easter Sunday 17 18 19 20 21 22 

10 a- Worship  

11:15 a- Coffee           
Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering Prayer 

 

 12 p - Loops 
of Love 

7:30 p- 
Choir    
Practice 

9:30 a - 
Morning 
Circle 

 

8 p-From the 
Heart        
Support 
Men's Group 

9a-Youth 
Outlook 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

10 a- Worship & Sunday 
School 

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

11:15 a-Cabinet &     
Ministry Teams Meeting 

11:30 a-Confirmation 
Class 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering Prayer 

 

 7:30 p- 
Choir    
Practice 

    

30       

Family Sunday 

5th Sunday 

10a - Worship & Sunday 
School 

11:15 Coffee                
Fellowship 

 

  

Outside Groups 

Sunday - Narcotics Anonymous @7pm 

Monday - Tai Chi @6pm , Youth Outlook @6:30 pm 

Tuesday - KVC Barbershop @7:30 pm,  

Tuesday - Girl Scouts @6pm 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday - Wild About Words @4pm 2nd & 4th 

Wednesday - Yoga @ 4 & 5:30 pm 

Thursday - Women’s AA @7:30 pm 

Friday -  

Saturday - Narcotics Anonymous @6pm 
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DeKalb HS Enharmonic Fusion 
Italian Dinner before  

the Music Faculty Showcase. 
Friday, April 7th at DHS Cafe & Auditorium.          

Dinner at 5:30 - Showcase at 7:00 p.m.  
Tickets $15.  

Call Angel Smith, 815-754-2120 for reservations. 
Fund Raiser to compete at Varsity Vocals  

National Competition on April 21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DeKalb HS A Cappella Taco Dinner 
Sunday, April 9th from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.  

at 1st Congregational Church.  
Cost $10 per person.  

Fund Raiser to compete at  
Varsity Vocals National Competition. 

Palm Sunday - April 9 - 10:00 a.m. service 

Maundy Thursday - April 13 - Soup Supper at 6:30 p.m. followed by Communion service 

Good Friday - April 14 - 7:00 p.m. service 

Easter Sunday - 10:00 a.m. service - no Sunday School 

On Easter Sunday: school-aged children will have the opportunity to attend church with their families.    
        We will not be holding Sunday School. Children age 5 and younger will be welcome in the nursery.  
 
Easter Lilies: to decorate the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday are available for $8.00.  
          A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 

Holy Week Worship Services 



Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Office Manager Days: M - W - F 

Closed during lunch hour 
 

Phone messages: 815-758-0691 
Email:  UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 

Leave notes in the Church Office mailbox,                                  
or slip under the door.    

 

Worship Bulletins 
Items must be submitted by Wednesday  

to be placed in the Sunday Bulletin. 
 

The Spire  Newsletter  
deadline is the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

Facebook Page: We have an open page for events    
and announcements,  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

615 N 1st Street, DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

*Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

*Sunday School begins in Worship 

then moves to classrooms 

*Communion is celebrated on  

the first Sunday of each month. 

*Nursery is provided during Worship. 

 

Pastors 

Rev. Joe Gastiger & Rev. Judy Harris 
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Private Facebook Page 

"First Congregational United Church of Christ,  

DeKalb Community."  

This is a private group for members of the church  

to ask questions, post reminders,  

and have open discussions.   

Or you can type exact http://bit.ly/FirstUCC  


