
 Once again the seasons are changing, and we have been 
blessed with a long delightful fall here in Illinois. Warm days and cool 
nights are my favorite kind of weather; and those days that are just 
cool enough to remind that the cold weather is coming are perfect 
getting out in the yard tidying it up before winter. On days like 
those, that’s where you’ll find me if I have a free hour or two. 
 Over the past few years, it seems I have been obsessed with 
rocks. Years ago I built a pond and landscaped it with small boulders 
and limestone rocks. Every spring it needs a little tinkering to put 
things right after winter. Last year I built a raised flower bed lined 
with cement paving stones in our front yard. It took a whole summer of digging a trench and setting stones in 
place. This year I decided to rearrange the flowerbeds in the backyard that Tom had lined with boulders years 
ago. Things have gotten overgrown and need a serious thinning out. So every hour I can find when the 
weather is cool enough, I’m outside     pulling weeds and moving boulders from one place to another. 
 The other day after too many hours in the yard, I found myself thinking, “Judy, what is it with these 
rocks? It’s like you’ve been sentenced to move these rocks until they are in the perfect place. Why are you so 
obsessed with them?” 
 I didn’t have an immediate answer, but I’ve been thinking about it. Maybe I really enjoy this            
productive exercise more than I admit. Going to the gym is a chore and doesn’t bring much satisfaction. 
Working in my yard is a chore too, but the satisfaction—if not immediate—is in sight. Maybe it’s about   
bringing order out of the chaos of weeds and overgrowth? There aren’t too many places in life where control 
is mine to wield; but if I put a boulder in place, it stays there. (At least until I move it again!) Maybe it’s about 
carrying burdens and releasing them, letting them go. Some of the rocks in our yard weigh a hundred pounds 
or more. Certainly I cannot carry them—or even budge them—without some help. I use every tool I can find 
to help me move it to the right place: a shovel to dig soil away from the rock so it can be rolled, a pry bar to 
nudge a deeply buried rock loose, a hand truck to move them any distance. Little by little the rocks are 
moved and the yard is renewed. I will celebrate when the job is complete! 

This is dirty, sweaty work. What I’ve come to understand is this work is really good therapy for dealing 
with the burdens life brings. Some are easily carried, some buried so deeply we cannot really see how big 
they are, and some that require a lot of effort to put them in their proper place and let them go. But when 
you’ve finally done it, the satisfaction is immense. The release good, hard work brings (whether it is physical, 
mental, or emotional) is well worth it. Sometimes you even feel like a new person. 

What boulders are you struggling with? How can you nudge or pry them out of your way? What tools 
do you need? Are you willing to put the effort into it? 

With hope and in faith that your boulders are small and movable, - Judy 
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To embody God’s love for all by living an active faith in service to others 
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Our Outreach Ministry is expanding in the Layette Program for WIC at the Health De-

partment. 

1. We will again collect diapers: Diaper Donation Schedule (larger sizes are also 

needed) 

 Dates:  October—October 29 - last day of collection 

   January—January 28 - last day of collection 

   April— April 29 - last day of collection 

2.  Toddler Size Clothing may now be donated - especially jackets, pants, leggings. 

Layette Program  - Mark Your Calendars  

Safe Passage Vigil: 

“Whole Again:  My Transformation” 

Monday, October 2, 6:00 – 8:00 PM 

Here in Fellowship Hall 
 

Each year in early October, for the last fifteen years, we’ve hosted a vigil led by the 

staff and clients of Safe Passage, our local shelter for the victims of domestic violence.  

We’ve had a close, caring relationship with the shelter for at least as long.  Our church 

members have worked there, volunteered, provided soaps and toiletries, food, toys 

and clothes; several of us have served on Safe Passage’s board of directors.  More 

than a few of us sought counseling there at some point, or turned up at the door one 

night; all of us, though, have breathed a sigh of relief when a sister, a neighbor, a co-

worker escaped from an abusive partner, and found hope and healing after torment 

and terror. 

Each year, Safe Passage’s autumn vigil features survivors telling their stories—plainly and honestly, haltingly, 

courageously—and then we pray together, carry our lit candles out into the night.  It’s a moving and hum-

bling experience.  I only wish that more of the people who come here on Sunday would come back on Mon-

day as well.  

 You won’t be sorry you did - Pastor Joe 

First Congregational prepares dinners on the “5ths”!  

October has a 5th Monday & a 5th Tuesday 

Nina Mounts coordinates the Hope Haven Meals 

Hope Haven Meals 
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Article by Bonnie Amesquita                                        Our 3-Dimensional Cross:  An Invitation to Reflect  

The three-dimensional cross that our church re-dedicated on Sunday, September 10, 2017 is, as    
Reverend Bill Moore explains, “a symbol of a religion of depth.”  Originally installed in January 1954, 
this 3-D cross has a history and a meaning that continues to evolve for our congregation and our 
world, not only in Christian culture, but within the Jewish mystical and Islamic Sufi traditions.  Accord-
ing to Reverend Joe Gastiger, in the third century, Clement of Alexandria said a three-dimensional 
cross proceeds from one point.  It symbolizes all possibilities that are open to any particular human 
being or the creation itself.  It expands outward in any and every direction.  For Jewish mystics, it    
describes when everything came into existence.  From the center point, all of creation comes into  
being all at once.  In Islam, for the Sufis, it represents God’s passion to be known in every possible 
way, and in every possible dimension. 

Reverend Bill Moore has reflected deeply on the power and constantly evolving relevance of the 
Cross that sits atop our church.  It has great significance for both him and his wife and fellow pastor, 
Jane Ann Moore:  Each wears a silver pendant, made by their daughter, which represents the 3-
dimensional Cross.  Each of them is well-acquainted with the healing and prophetic power of that 
Cross. 

Reverends Bill and Jane Ann served as co-pastors of our church from 1986 to 2001.  During the early 
years of their pastorate, they encountered dissension and conflict within the congregation.  Every 
church struggles with periods like this. Even Paul the Apostle talked about how to deal with such   
conflicts when he addressed the struggles he had in Corinth:  He said in 1Corinthians 13: “Love is    
patient, love is kind, love is not envious or boastful, or arrogant….”  The Moores sought to heal the 
wounds they encountered.  In the midst of this difficult time, Reverend Jane Ann says that they were 
inspired to reflect upon the Cross when they were standing in the grave yard behind the church.  
Looking up at the church spire, they saw a rainbow encircling the Cross.  “The rainbow, which has  
special significance to us,” Reverend Jane Ann explained, “was blessing the Cross.  We couldn’t avoid 
seeing the Cross because the rainbow was encompassing it.  That helped draw our attention to the 
Cross.  We thought, this is a symbol that everybody at the church knows about and cares about.  
Maybe this is a symbol that could bring us together.” 

In his reflections, Reverend Bill asked himself, “How do I deal with the complexities of the church…
How can I tie the whole gospel together for the whole person, for the whole world, for the whole  
congregation?”  He arrived at a rich analysis of what the 3-dimensional cross meant to the church at 
that point in time.  In an article for the Winter 1992 issue of The Chicago Theological Seminary       
Register:  A Professional Journal for Ministers, Bill said, “A model of a full dimensional cross may guide 
us to an understanding of the various aspects involved in the whole Gospel. 

In his analysis, Reverend Bill explains that “The major axis of each section 
of the Cross represents one of the basic dilemmas of human life.  The end 
of each axis represents how the church addresses the dilemma.  The up-
and-down section represents sin.  The across section represents suffering, 
and the back to front section represents senselessness.”  This “rough short-
hand” helped Reverend Bill to   consider “the different aspects of the local 
church and try to bring them together…” in healing        relationship.  It is   
a symbol of “the inexplicable mystery of the Divine Presence that holds  
together the past and the future in the living present.  It is our souls that 
enable us to remember the past accurately in order to be free to intend a 
just and enduring future.” . . . .  Continued on page 4 
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Our 3-Dimensional Cross:  An Invitation to Reflect  - continued from page 3 

Today, Reverend Bill has a new understanding of the Cross:  He sees it as a call for unity, not only 
within our congregation, but within and between institutions so that wholeness may be restored.  For 
this to happen, all institutions—religious, governmental, and social—need to examine their respective 
histories more accurately.  “The question is,” Reverend Bill asks, “how well do we remember the 
past?  It can be accurately done, or the past can be distorted for one’s own private purposes.  The  
future can likewise be distorted with  narrow and materialistic goals, or it can have enduring goals for 
all. Then there’s the present:  How free are we going to be having appropriate goals based upon     
divine powers of  creating, renewing, and sustaining, which is the Trinity in the sense that God the  
Father creates, God the Son redeems or renews, and God the Holy Ghost sustains?” 

Reverend Bill goes on to say, if our        
symbolic language from our tradi-
tion is universalized through the 
process of creating, renewing, and 
sustaining, we see that we did not, 
as individuals or individual institu-
tions, create the ability to hold 
these things together.  Whatever 
the institution or tradition, all     
religions believe that we were   
created by a source beyond our-
selves.  We’ve got to recognize 
this   divine source if we are going 
to have a survival of values and    
principles that will sustain us…”  
We shouldn’t be claiming that our 
community, our government, our 
country or faith tradition is the 
only way to go because that sense 
of exclusivity and superiority will 
get in the way of our achieving the 
goals and principles we seek to 
realize in our common future. 

Reverend Judy Harris shares     
Reverend Bill’s message.  She puts 
it this way: “I hope that each time 
you walk into this building or drive 
by on the nearby roads, you will 
look up and see the outstretched 
arms of the Cross pointing east 
and west, north and south, invit-
ing you to follow the Christ who 
teaches about the God of the past, 
present, and future who will show 
us the way as long as we keep our 
eyes on the goal.  Amen.” 



All service men and women in 

harm’s way, for friends, parents, 

and neighbors in need of God’s care 

and support. 

For the family of Charlotte Wittrup. 

For Dan Mitchell. 

For all who go into storm ravaged areas to assist with 
recovery. 

For family of Margie Musich at her passing (friend of 
Carolyn and Mike). 

For the victims of violence and intolerance in London, 
Paris and the whole world. 

For those affected by Hurricanes Irma & Harvey and 
natural disasters around the world 
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Collected on the first Sunday of each month.   

A gray tub is outside the Narthex for you to place your 
items in.   

Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Pie/Cake Auction 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Anniversaries 

2 - Donna & Lowell Rand 

6 - William & Polly Shearer 

10 - Miles & Kristin Rinehart 

20 - Jim Dionisopoulos & Tana Knetsch 

20 - Ron & Lucille Nelsen 

Birthdays 

3 - Carrie Niles 

6 - Laurie Lindstrom 

7 - Jerry Gorchels 

8 - Bernie Engh, Ann Quinlan 

10 - Dave Yordy 

12 - Mykiah Tomlinson 

13 - Susan Roberts, Seth Wickens-Walther 

18 - Christian Spielman 

19 - Lisa Gorchels 

20 - Deborah Armah 

22 - Pat Suchner 

23 - Virginia Cook 

25 - Johnna Jennings 

26 - Kate Swope 

27 - Charles Quinlan 

30 - Katie Boesche 

DATE: November 12th, 2017 

TIME: Serving Lunch (Sloppy Joes, Chips, and Beverages) 11:30 am, Auction will be at 12 
noon. 

LOCATION: Fellowship Hall          THOSE INVITED: EVERYONE- OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

We are need of volunteers to sign up to make pies and cakes.   

We will also need volunteers to sign up for serving the sloppy joes, etc..  

There will be a donation for the lunch we are serving on the day of the auction.   

Those proceeds will be contributed to the repair fund.   

People can sign up in the following 3 ways: 

Emailing me at brian.eide@frontier.com OR Calling me at 815-762-0901 (They can leave a message if I 
don’t answer). AND We will also have a sign-up sheet in the narthex on Sunday, October 29. 

mailto:brian.eide@frontier.com
tel:(815)%20762-0901


CropWalk - Sunday, October 15th 

Ushers are Needed on Sunday mornings 

P a g e  6  T h e  S p i r e  -  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7  

Morning Circle 

 Meetings are the 4th Thursday of 

each month except November,  

December and January. 

 

You are always welcome to attend. 

 

Our Ushers are 1st Congregation’s welcoming smiles to all joining us for worship! 

Ushers hand out the bulletins, collect offering and prayer slips, assist guests  and  

members with  directions to our nursery, bathrooms and offer hearing devices. 

Please sign-up for a Sunday or maybe two! The sign-up board is in the narthex. 

Thank you - Ken Burton 

Loops of Love, a knitting and crocheting group 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 12:00 noon.  

Join us in the library to make baby blankets, lap robes,  
and prayer shawls for those who need a little TLC.  

Bring your lunch if you like.  
If you would like lessons in knitting or crocheting, bring yarn  

and appropriate needles or hooks, and we’ll be happy to teach you.  
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Judy (815-758-0691.  
We always have a good time, and would love for you to join us. 

Loops of Love 

Crocheting & 

Monday Morning Men’s Group 

Meets every Monday at 8:30 a.m. 

For Breakfast & Conversation 

Please consider joining the First Congregational UCC team walking in this year’s CropWalk  
to be held on Sunday Oct 15th, 2017 3pm  

at Westminster Presbyterian Church located @ 830 N Annie Glidden Rd in DeKalb.   

  

CROP Hunger Walks are interfaith hunger education and fundraising events sponsored by CWS and 
organized by local CWS offices across the U.S.  Proceeds from the walk support the overall ministry of 

CWS and other hunger-fighting efforts locally & around the world.   
 

Locally Hope Haven, Safe Passage, Meals on Wheels, Barb Food Mart, Sycamore United Methodist 
Food Pantry and Lutheran Food Pantry will receive 25% of the proceeds.   

 

See Colleen Bredeson after worship to make a pledge or sign up to walk.   
You can also sign up or donate online @  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/dekalbil/Team/View/47747/First-Congregational-UCC 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/dekalbil/Team/View/47747/First-Congregational-UCC


1st Congregational UCC - September 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satur-

day 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

10 a– Worship  

11:15 a - Coffee    
Fellowship 

11:30 a-AED Training 

6 p-Safe 
Passage 
Vigil 

 7p-Chancel Choir 9a - MTAM 8p - Men’s 
Group 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

10 a– Worship  

11:15 a - Coffee    
Fellowship 

2p - Memorial for Kay 
McCleary 

  9a - Clergy  

12 p - Loops of 
Love 

7 p - Chancel Choir 

   

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

10 a- Worship    & 
Sunday School  

11:15 a- Coffee           
Fellowship 

3 p - Crop Walk 

 

8:30 a-
Monday  
Morning Men 

5:30 p-MOF 
mtg. 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

 7 p - Chancel Choir  8 p- Men's 
Group 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

10 a- Worship  & Sun-
day School 

11:15 a- Coffee           
Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-
Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

 9a– Clergy 

12 p - Loops of 
Love 

7 p - Chancel Choir 

9:30a—
Morning 
Circle 

  

29 30 31         

10 a- Worship  & Sun-
day School   11:15 a- 
Coffee            Fellow-
ship 

11:15 a-Cabinet &     
Ministry Teams 
Meeting 

 

8:30 a-
Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

Hope Haven 
Meal 

Hope 
Haven 
Meal 

    

 

 

Outside Groups 

Sunday - Narcotics Anonymous @7pm 

Monday - Tai Chi @6pm , Youth Outlook @6:30 pm 

Tuesday - KVC Barbershop @7:30 pm,  

Tuesday - Wild About Words @4pm 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday - GS Troop 1690 @6:00 pm 1st & 3rd 

Wednesday - Yoga @ 4 pm 

Thursday - Women’s AA @7:30 pm 

Friday - NA @ 10 am 

Saturday - Action Steps @ 10:30am,  

                  Narcotics Anonymous @6pm 

 

 



Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Office Manager Days: M - W - F 

Closed during lunch hour 
 

Phone messages: 815-758-0691 
Email:  UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 

Leave notes in the Church Office mailbox                                  

Worship Bulletins 
Submit item/articles by Wednesday  
to be placed in the Sunday Bulletin. 

 

The Spire  Newsletter  
deadline is the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

Facebook Page: We have an open 
page for events and announcements,  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

615 N 1st Street, DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

*Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

*Communion is celebrated on  

the first Sunday of each month. 

*Nursery is provided during Worship. 

 

Pastors 

Rev. Joe Gastiger & Rev. Judy Harris 
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Private Facebook Page 

"First Congregational United Church of Christ,  

DeKalb Community."  

This is a private group for members of the church  

to ask questions, post reminders,  

and have open discussions.   

Or you can type exact http://bit.ly/FirstUCC  

Printed sermons are available before worship in the green folder on the Narthex table.  
For those with hearing problems these may be used to follow along during worship,  

or taken home to read later.  
 

Sermons are also available to download and listen to on our website , www.uccdekalb.org. 

Sermons in Print and Audio 


