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To embody God’s love for all by living an active faith in service to others 
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Pie & Cake Auction 

November 12th, 2017 in Fellowship Hall 

Serving Lunch (Sloppy Joes, Chips, and Beverages) 11:30 am 

Auction will be at 12 noon. 

EVERYONE- OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

We are need of volunteers to sign up to make pies and cakes.   

We will also need volunteers for serving the sloppy joes, etc..  

There will be a donation for the lunch we are serving on the 
day of the auction.   

Those proceeds will be contributed to the repair fund.   

People can sign up by: 

Emailing me at brian.eide@frontier.com   

OR Calling me at 815-762-0901  

Please come and enjoy our 

Church Thanksgiving Dinner 
Thursday, November 16, at 6 PM 

 

Please come for  a celebration of our Pilgrim heritage, with our church’s traditional Pre-Thanksgiving feast 
and a brief service expressing our gratitude for all of the blessings we enjoy. 

 

Turkey, stuffing, and potatoes will be provided by Inboden's.  We ask that you please bring a salad,           
vegetable dish or a pie, and a contribution of $8.00 per person -- $4.00 for those 11 and younger. 

 

We’ll have a sign- up sheet in the narthex, of course, but if you’re unable to attend   
service before then, or forget to sign up, you may RSVP to Jean Gastiger 

@ jeangastiger@gmail.com by November 12,  

and indicate what sort of dish you would like to bring. 

mailto:brian.eide@frontier.com
tel:(815)%20762-0901
mailto:jeangastiger@gmail.com
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Since our stewardship theme this year is “Gifts, Grace, and Gratitude,” I thought I’d repeat an 
amended “Spire” article from a few years ago: 

I recently ran across a little brochure about stewardship. Its title is, “God’s Gifts to Us . . . What Will 
We Give in Return?” Inside, the brochure described God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure. I’d like to 
share some of it with you. 

Time:  

We are blessed with 24 hours each day. If we are to remain healthy, it is suggested that we spend 8 of 
those hours resting or sleeping. That leaves 16 hours each day to spend as stewards of our time. If we 
choose to tithe our time to God [For one reason why we give a portion of our gifts back to God, see 
the end of this article.], we would spend an average of 1.6 hours each day concentrating on God or 
doing God’s work. Spreading this out over a week, this amounts to 11 hours and 12 minutes per week. 
We have lots of choices in how to give time back to God. We can: attend church, practice a daily   
spiritual discipline, study the Bible, sing in the choir, serve on a Ministry Team or volunteer to help 
where it is needed, teach Sunday school, visit those who are ill or cannot leave where they live,       
volunteer in the community to help others. 

How much time do you spend this way each week? 

Talent: 

Each of us has been given spiritual gifts to share. Maybe you have the gift for administration,        
apostleship, discernment, evangelism, faith, giving, healing, helping, hospitality, knowledge,            
wisdom, leadership, mercy, teaching, prophecy. Many of us have talents and skills such as vocal or                  
instrumental    music, painting or drawing, wood crafting, needle work, writing, storytelling,           
companioning, or others.  

How do you use your spiritual gifts, talents, and skills? Have you ever considered using them to serve 
our church? 

Treasure: 

Our treasure may be what we hold most dear. For many of us treasure equals money—how much we 
have to spend. And we hold on to it dearly afraid there will never be enough. But as a practice of our 
faith, we are asked to give a portion of it to God’s work in the world. Most often that translates as an 
offering to church. Tithing is the biblical word for giving to the church. No church in the world survives 
without the financial support of its members. That is true for 1st Congregational too. While we do 
have investments and income from other sources, the majority of our income comes from you. 

How much can you give to support God’s work through your church? 

November 19 is the Sunday we will receive your gift of time, talent and treasure, and celebrate our 
gifts at a brunch following worship. I hope you will prayerfully consider what you can give for the 
coming year and also how you might serve your church.  

I ask you to make this decision prayerfully [and here’s the reason for giving back to God], because our 
faith teaches that everything we have first came from God. It is on loan to us to use to further God’s 
creative work in the world. God first gave us this good earth and all that is on it, God breathed us into 
life to be God’s agents in the world. And all of this God did out of love. 
 

Can we not give God something in return? 
 

In faith and with Hope,  Judy 

From Pastor Judy 
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November is a stressful time as we try to prepare next year’s budget, and get set for pageants,       
holidays, and school plays.  Interrupting the work and worry, we set a day aside for gratitude—a    
custom, we say, began with the Pilgrims at Plymouth. 

We’re supposed to feel thankful on Thanksgiving, and not just for eating until we burst.  On this day, 
yes, we ought to grateful to be alive and to have a place in a world that is strange and beautiful.  

Other times, we’re supposed to feel lucky if someone does us a favor, or fortune smiles  But that’s 
about it:  gratitude never finished high on the list of virtues we try to cultivate, nor intrigued many 
who study psychological health.   

Actually, though, that’s beginning to change. 

People who describe themselves as grateful to others and to God tend to have 
more vitality and optimism, suffer less stress, and experience fewer episodes of 
clinical depression than those less willing to offer thanks.  These results hold 
true even when researchers factor in age, health, and income—screening out 
charges that young, well-off, athletic people might have "more to be grateful 
for." 

Grateful people tend to be less materialistic than others and are less anxious 
about status or possessions.  Partly because of this, they are more likely to    
describe themselves as happy or satisfied.  

In experiments with college students, those who kept a "gratitude journal"—a weekly record of things 
they gave thanks for—had better health, and got more exercise, and described themselves as more 
content than a control group  who kept no journals but had the same overall measures of outlook and 
activity when the study began.  

“Psychology has generally ignored the positive emotions," says Robert Emmons of the University of 
California at Davis, a figure in the new field of gratitude research.  "We tend to study the things that 
can go wrong in people’s minds but not the things that can go right.  Gratitude research is beginning 
to suggest that feelings of thankfulness have tremendous positive value in helping people cope with 
daily problems, especially stress, and to achieve a positive sense of the self."  

Emmons notes, too, that grateful people are not ones who take a Pollyannaish view of the world.  
Those who score highly on various indicators of gratefulness also report a keener awareness of what 
is wrong in their own lives and in society.  But they achieve an ability to be wary of life’s problems and 
yet thankful for ways in  the actions of others lighten their burdens.   

"To say we feel grateful is not to say that everything in our lives is necessarily great," Emmons       
says.  "It just means we are aware of our blessings.  If you only think about your disappointments and 
unsatisfied wants, you may be prone to unhappiness.  If you’re fully aware of your disappointments 
but at the same time thankful for the good that has happened and for your chance to live, you may 
show higher indices of well-being."  

That’s a very old claim.  Adam Smith, in his Theory of Moral Sentiments (1790), supposed that people 
who didn’t feel gratitude were only cheating themselves out of happiness in life.   

 Thanksgiving’s good for you.  Say grace before meals, and give God a quiet thank you throughout the 
day for whatever gives you joy.   

Grateful, at the Advent of Advent by Rev. Joe Gastiger 



Carols and Candles Service 

Before you know it Thanksgiving will be here.  

There are many families in our DeKalb community who cannot provide a traditional Turkey Day feast.  

We help through the Salvation Army Thanksgiving Basket program.  

Information on what is needed this year is located in the Narthex. 

  Please be sure to pick up your list for a complete basket today.  

Please bring your items to church no later than Friday, November 10th 

Also turn gift cards in to the office by that same date.  

 
 One Family Meal 

$10 Gift Card to purchase a Turkey 

Canned Cranberry Sauce 

4 cans of Vegetables 

Stuffing Mix 

Instant Masked Potatoes 

Gravy Mix 

Boxed Dessert Mix 

Powdered Drink Mix 

2 Reusable Grocery Bags 

A New Way To Give! 

$30 check  

to Salvation Army  

and they will  

do the shopping! 
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Salvation Army Thanksgiving Basket Program 

 Sunday, December 10, at 7:00 p.m.  

This traditional service of Lessons and Carols will feature  

the wonderful UCC Chancel Choir,  

directed by Kate Swope and accompanied by organist Travis Erikson.  

The service will include scripture readings related to the prophecy and birth of the Christ Child,  

musical selections by the Chancel Choir, congregational singing of traditional carols,  

and the lighting of individual candles during the singing of “Silent Night,”  

as has been done every year since the first service in 1959.  

Christmas Tea will follow at 8:00 p.m. 

 in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 
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“Every blade of grass has its angel that bends over it and whispers, “grow, grow”.” 

—The Talmud 

 Angels appear in a number of different religions and cultures all over the world.  We find them 
in paintings and murals, scriptures and stories and, nowadays, sometimes as characters in films and 
TV shows. 

 It’s been said that children younger than seven often have no trouble talking to angel, but as 
we grow up and learn how we’re supposed to behave that becomes much more difficult; our sense of 
wonder starts to fade. 

 But what are angels anyway?  Hallucinations?  Mythical creatures?  Heavenly messengers? 

 Perhaps there’s no better time to ponder what they mean to us than during Advent, when 
Gabriel comes to tell a young, unmarried Jewish girl God would like her to bring our redeemer into 
the world. 

 Please join us for a series of lively discussions before Christmas. 

 

All About Angels - Advent Study 

  

Monday, November 27, 7:00 PM 

  

  

The Angels of Scripture 

  

  

Monday, December 4, 7:00 PM 

  

  

Selected Stories and Poems About  Angels 

  

Monday, December 11, 7:00 PM 

  

  

The Lore of Angels 

  

Monday, December 18, 7:00 PM 

  

Personal Encounters with Angels 

All About Angels 

Advent Study 
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Join us as we decorate the Sanctuary for Advent and Christmas! 

This year’s theme is “Gifts, Grace, and Gratitude” 
and will be presented to the congregation in a    
variety of ways starting on September 24th and 
concluding on December 5th. 

The focus is on The Gifting God, Changing the Way you Look at Giving, from Rochelle A. Stackhouse. 
Rev. Dr. Stackhouse has created five topics that can be used for discussion that provoke fresh thinking 
about how God gives and how we can better understand our own giving. These will be presented to 
the congregation in the following ways: 

1. September 24th More Than We Need, was  presented to the congregation in church and printed in 
the church bulletin. 

2. October 8th Strengthening Us As Disciples, was printed in the church bulletin. 

3. October 22nd Gifted For Mission, was presented as part of the children’s sermon and printed in the 
church bulletin. 

4. November 5th More Than We Imagine, will be presented in church and will be printed in the 
church bulletin. 

5. November 19th is Gratitude Sunday.   Members of the congregation will be asked 
to place  completed gifting cards in the offering plate.  A potluck hosted by the 
Ministry Team for Finance will be offered immediately following church.       
Members are asked to please bring a favorite brunch dish to pass. Drinks and 
meat will be provided.   

6. December 5th  We could not fit this topic in before Gratitude Sunday so on Sun-
day, December 5th a small group discussion will be offered in the library after church for anyone 
wanting to            participate. The topic for this discussion will be Entering into Covenant.  Discus-
sion will also focus on not having a formal pledging process in place in the church. The MTF is con-
sidering this for next year. 

We look forward to exploring alongside you the many ways that God has gifted us, and reconsidering 
what our giving means to us, to our church, to the world, and to God. 

Thank you,      Lauri Allen  Pastor Judy Harris  Janice Blickhan 

Stewardship - The Gifting God 

                                                        

                                                       Hanging of the Greens - Saturday, Nov 25 at 9a.m. 
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Youth Outlook Training 

New UCC Logo added in 2017 

The words “A Just World for All” summarize Purpose, Mission, and Vision statements 

adopted by the national setting of the UCC in 2017. Here are the texts of those state-

ments: Purpose: To love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and our 

neighbor as ourselves. Mission: United in Spirit and inspired by God’s grace, we wel-

come all, love all, and seek justice for all. Vision: United in Christ’s love, a just world 

for all. The logo for  A Just World for All consists of a hand/dove shape along with an 

image of the world encompassing the comma, accompanied by the words “a just 

world for all.” 

SO MUCH HAS CHANGED        

in the last decade for  lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, and transgender 

youth.   The national "coming 

out" age for LGBT kids is now 13 years old--middle school age.  The age has  dropped significantly 

since the late 90s when youth came out at about 19 or in early college. If this trend continues (and 

we're already starting to see this!), kids are going to start coming out in  elementary school. Youth 

Outlook, Illinois' first not-for-profit dedicated to serving LGBT youth, has called First Congregational 

Church our home every Monday evening from 6:30 to 9 pm for the last  several years, after we out-

grew our previous space on the NIU campus.  

This November, Youth Outlook will offer its semi-annual new staff training for incoming volunteers.  

In the last two years, Youth Outlook's work has exploded as our staff have been called upon to       

provide professional development to mental health, health care and school employees. Our 24 hour 

training prepares volunteers to help run the drop in center and to assist with professional                 

development and public speaking requests, and to support the agency in a variety of ways behind the 

scenes. The training is capped at 16 people and draws new volunteers from all of our six counties.    

We spend these three days covering agency mission and culture, terminology, current trends, mental 

health risks, gender identity development, and group facilitation. Once trained, volunteers are paired 

with senior staff to help run the drop-in centers or do presentations (or other tasks) until they feel 

ready to take the spotlight themselves! 

It's a new school year, and as we do every year, we are working on outreach to the high schools and 

middle schools so that people know we're here. If volunteering with a dynamic, fun team in a growing 

agency appeals to you, consider volunteering on Monday nights or getting involved in our community 

education work. Sign up for training by contacting Nancy Mullen, Executive Director, 

at nancy.mullen@youth-outlook.org.   

mailto:nancy.mullen@youth-outlook.org
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CALLING ALL BAKERS! CALLING ALL BAKERS!  

The 3rd Annual Cookie Sale will be held on Saturday, December 9th 

from 9:00-11:00 in Fellowship Hall. Once again all the proceeds will go 

to VAC’s Meals on Wheels Program. 

Monies for social programs such as Meals on Wheels continue to be cut 

in Illinois.  We need to provide support so VAC can continue to serve 

individuals in our community. 

This is our third year and we think we have the correct number of cookies to offer the 

community. Starting in November there will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex, so please 

sign up to bake and to help work on Friday during the day or Saturday morning.  Also 

please tell your neighbors, friends, and family members to come and buy delicious 

cookies and candy for the holiday season. Flyers are also available in the Office and  

Narthex for you to pass out to family and friends. 

Cookies and candy will be sold for $8 a pound. Pretzels and mixes will be priced per bag.  

Cookies need to be brought to church Friday any time from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

Those baking need to bring 10 dozen cookies or candy packed in disposable containers 

as we will be plating all the items. Please cut and wrap fudge individually. Cookies may 

be frozen ahead of time.  

There will be an information meeting for all those who will be baking and /or working.  

This meeting will be held on November 5th in the library right after church. Please plan 

to attend this meeting so you will have information about the Cookie Bake. 

Looking forward to working with everyone in our church                                                                 
carrying out our mission statement. 

To embody God’s love for all by living an active faith in the service of others. 

Thanks to all who are baking and working! 

Hillary Joy and Janice Blickhan 

A few have asked me to repeat "The Artist Way" class based on the book by Julia Cameron.  

I am happy to do so if we have at least five who would like to commit to this program.  

It is designed as a  12-week program, but we could alter that.  

Many have found "The Artist Way" to be challenging but rewarding - transforming even.  

Are you interested? Please let me know. Call or speak with Pastor Judy to enroll. 

“The Artist Way” 



All service men and women in harm’s way,  

for friends, parents, and neighbors  

in need of God’s care and support. 

For the family of Tom Stephens at his passing. 

For the family of Keiko McClary at her passing. 
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Collected on the first Sunday of each month.   

A gray tub is outside the Narthex for you to place your items in.   

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Non Food Items (these are important, because food stamps can’t be used for them): 

Paper towels, Facial tissue, Toilet paper, Personal care items, Diapers, Wipes 

Food Items: Canned tuna, Canned chicken, Spices, Healthy snacks, Meals in a can, Rice, 
Peanut butter, Jelly, Boxed mac & cheese, Cereal 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

2 - Susan Woodyard 

5 - Katie Chamberlain 

20 - Jeff Harness 

26 - Colleen Powers 

December Dates 

December 10th: 

Carols & Candles at 7:00 p.m.  

with Christmas Tea at 8:00 p.m. 

December 24th 

Christmas Eve Service at 8:00 p.m. 

December 25th 

Christmas Service at 10:00 a.m. 

November 5 

 

Anniversary 

30 - Robin & Jeff Carlson 



Ushers are Needed on Sunday mornings 
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Morning Circle 

 Meetings are the 4th Thursday of 

each month except November,  

December and January. 

 

You are always welcome to attend. 

 

Our Ushers are 1st Congregation’s welcoming smiles to all joining us for worship! 

Ushers hand out the bulletins, collect offering and prayer slips, assist guests  and  

members with  directions to our nursery, bathrooms and offer hearing devices. 

Please sign-up for a Sunday or maybe two! The sign-up board is in the narthex. 

Thank you - Ken Burton 

Loops of Love, a knitting and crocheting group 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 12:00 noon.  

Join us in the library to make baby blankets, lap robes,  
and prayer shawls for those who need a little TLC.  

Bring your lunch if you like.  
If you would like lessons in knitting or crocheting, bring yarn  

and appropriate needles or hooks, and we’ll be happy to teach you.  
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Judy (815-758-0691.  
We always have a good time, and would love for you to join us. 

Loops of Love 

Crocheting & 

Monday Morning Men’s Group 

Meets every Monday at 8:30 a.m. 

For Breakfast & Conversation 

Our Outreach Ministry is expanding in the Layette Program  

for WIC at the Health Department. 

 

1. We will again collect diapers: Diaper Donation Schedule (larger sizes are also needed) 

 Dates:  January—January 28 - last day of collection 

   April— April 29 - last day of collection 

2. Toddler Size Clothing may now be donated - especially jackets, pants, leggings. 

 

 

Karen Finn displays the generous contributions  to the Layette Program! 

Layette Program  - Mark Your Calendars  



1st Congregational UCC - November 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satur-

day 

   1 2 3 4 

   7p-Chancel 
Choir 

9a - MTAM 8p - Men’s 
Group 

8 a - 
Youth 
Outlook 
Training 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10 a– Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a - Coffee    
Fellowship 

 

  9a - Clergy  

12 p - Loops of 
Love 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

 Growing 
Place 

8 a - 
Youth 
Outlook 
Training 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

10 a- Worship    & 
Sunday School  

11:15 a- Coffee           
Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-
Monday  
Morning Men 

 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

 7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

 

 

6 p - Thanks-
giving Dinner 
& Service 

8 p- Men's 
Group 

8 a - 
Youth 
Outlook 
Training 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

10 a- Worship  & Sun-
day School 

11:15 a– Stewardship 
Potluck 

Spire Deadline! 

Info for December 
Spire due Today! 

8:30 a-
Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

 Growing Place 

9a– Clergy 

12 p - Loops of 
Love 

7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

Thanksgiving 
Day 

Office Closed 

Office 
Closed 

9 a - 
Hanging 
of the 
Greens 

26 27 28 29 30     

10 a- Worship  & Sun-
day School    

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

11:15 a-Cabinet &     
Ministry Teams 
Meeting 

8:30 a-
Monday  
Morning Men  

7 p– Advent 
Class 

 

     

 

 

Outside Groups 

Sunday - Narcotics Anonymous @7pm 

Monday - Tai Chi @6pm , Youth Outlook @6:30 pm 

Tuesday - KVC Barbershop @7:30 pm,  

Wednesday- Wild About Words @4pm 1st,3rd,5th 

Tuesday - GS Troop 1690 @6:00 pm 1st & 3rd 

Wednesday - Yoga @ 4 pm 

Thursday - Women’s AA @7:30 pm 

Friday - NA @ 10 am 

Saturday - Action Steps @ 10:30am,  

                  Narcotics Anonymous @6pm 

 

 



Office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Closed during lunch hour 

 

Phone messages: 815-758-0691 
Email:  UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 

Leave notes in the Church Office mailbox                                  
 

Worship Bulletins 
Submit item/articles by Wednesday  
to be placed in the Sunday Bulletin. 

 

The Spire  Newsletter  
deadline is the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

Facebook Page: We have an open 
page for events and announcements,  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

615 N 1st Street, DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

*Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

*Communion is celebrated on  

the first Sunday of each month. 

*Nursery is provided during Worship. 

 

Pastors 

Rev. Joe Gastiger & Rev. Judy Harris 

 

T h e  S p i r e  -  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7  

 

Private Facebook Page 

"First Congregational United Church of Christ,  

DeKalb Community."  

This is a private group for members of the church  

to ask questions, post reminders,  

and have open discussions.   

Or you can type exact http://bit.ly/FirstUCC  

Printed sermons are available before worship in the green folder on the Narthex table.  
For those with hearing problems these may be used to follow along during worship,  

or taken home to read later.  
 

Sermons are also available to download and listen to on our website , www.uccdekalb.org. 

Sermons in Print and Audio 


