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To embody God’s love for all by living an active faith in service to others 
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Sunday, December 10th at 7:00 p.m. 

Pre-Concert Music starting at 6:40 p.m. 

Please join the Chancel Choir for our 58th annual Carols and Candles Service on Sunday, December 10th                

at 7 p.m. Kate and Travis have a wonderful service planned for you this year, including Scripture Readings,     
a variety of choral and instrumental works, and traditional hymn-singing. Harpist Lauren McComb will       

provide pre-concert music in the Narthex starting at 6:40, as well as during the Christmas Tea down in the 
Fellowship Hall, and instrumentalists Chantel Davis, Courtney Hanna-McNamara, Kelsey Chelberg, Benjamin 
Rodriguez and Michael Swope will be sharing their talents during the service. Also, as is the tradition at our 
church, the service will conclude with the lighting of individual candles during the singing of “Silent Night,”   

as has been done each year since the inaugural Carols and Candles service in 1959. 

 

The church’s annual Christmas Tea  

Follows  at 8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Pie & Cake Auction Success! 

We brought in just shy of $2500.00 including the food.            

Everyone had a great time.   

Thanks to Hillary Joy, Reed’s Consignment  Auction Service,   
Linda Tillis, Jan Graefen, Ralph Carr, Janice Blickhan,             

Johnna Jennings, Jean Gastiger, Jerry Gorchels, Marilyn Yordy                                                                                      
and to everyone else that help make the Auction a BIG success. 
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The season of Advent begins this year on December 3 even though I did rush it a bit by scheduling 
Hanging of the Greens a week early. Advent is the season of waiting for Christmas. This waiting is a 
way of knowing God more deeply. Christopher Hill in his book, Holidays and Holy Nights, tells us 

 Advent calls on us to take seriously the knowledge of childhood— 

 knowledge from the quiet winter nights that lay over the world and 

 the dark purity of the sky and the polished stars. It is about . . . the 

 growing fullness that [presses] in all around you like cotton, the 

 glittering hushed midnight excitement, and the tender golden sadness 

 of the music that [is] also full of the presence. This quiet but electric 

 expectancy gives us a hint of what it means to wait for Christ. 

Waiting for Christ isn’t looking toward some future event. Instead, it means looking beyond time and 
looking inward to our own hearts which is truly the only direction from which Christ comes. It means 
“looking at the present with wide and attentive eyes” seeking the sacred and finding Christ every-
where. 

In our hustle, bustle, I-want-it-now culture waiting, and savoring the waiting—finding joy in it, is a  
difficult thing to do. But the joy, the sacred part of life, is there if we are willing to be open to it. Even 
though it may be hard to discern amid the decorating and baking and shopping, the sacred is always 
there. When I look with the eyes of my heart, I find the sacred waiting to be discovered in so many 
places. It’s there in the members of my family as we converse and play together, as we express our 
care and concern for each other—even when we fight and argue. It’s there outside my door each 
morning when I watch the workings of nature as seasons and colors change and transform the world 
of my backyard. Sitting with you in worship, in meetings, or working together at a fundraiser, it’s 
there as I relish the relationship we share with one another and with God. Watching the children of 
our church family play and learn together, my heart soars with joy at their inquisitiveness and willing-
ness to enter the mystery of a life centered in God. Working with my colleague and friend, Joe, who is 
smart, intelligent, compassionate, and sensitive, I am awestruck at God’s work in putting us together 
in a shared ministry that utilizes our distinctive and mutual gifts and encourages each of us to grow.  
Add to that our new personnel: Julie, our Office Manager, who is kind and compassionate, but also 
strong and reliable. She has brought a new sense of order to the office—and always with a smile. 
Speaking of smiles, have you met our custodian, Francisco? He always has a smile as he works to keep 
our building in clean, working order. When he smiles, all is right and good. In all these places and  
people I experience an ever deeper way of knowing God more 
deeply, and it brings me great joy. 

It is my wish that you take some time this Advent to seek the holy 
everywhere you look. Be patient with it. Give it time to arrive right 
where it has been all along—in your heart. May the gift of Jesus 
born anew in the world be the light that guides you through this 
waiting time. 

Blessings, Judy 

A Christmas Wish from Pastor Judy 



“Every blade of grass has its angel that bends over it and whispers, “grow, grow”.” 

—The Talmud 

Angels appear in a number of different religions and cultures all over the world.  We find them in 
paintings and murals, scriptures and stories and, nowadays, sometimes as characters in films and TV 
shows. 

It’s been said that children younger than seven often have no trouble talking to angel, but as we grow 
up and learn how we’re supposed to behave that becomes much more difficult; our sense of wonder 
starts to fade. 

But what are angels anyway?  Hallucinations?  Mythical creatures?  Heavenly messengers? 

Perhaps there’s no better time to ponder what they mean to us than during Advent, when Gabriel 
comes to tell a young, unmarried Jewish girl God would like her to bring our redeemer into the world. 

Please join us for a series of lively discussions before Christmas. 

 

All About Angels - Advent Study 

  

Monday, November 27, 7:00 PM 

  

  

The Heavenly Host: 

What Exactly Are Angels? 

  

Monday, December 4, 7:00 PM 

  

  

Angels as Divine Messengers 

  

Monday, December 11, 7:00 PM 

  

  

Angels as the Army of God 

And as Intercessors 

  

Monday, December 18, 7:00 PM 

  

Angels Beside Us, Among Us, Before Us 

All About Angels 

Advent Study 
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Poinsettia Offerings 

    Dedicated to 

Tom Harris   to all of God’s Children 

Peter & Pat Lawes  in loving memory of the Taggert Family 

Sonia Smith   for my family 

Carol Rolf   in memory of my parents 

Carol Zelaya   in loving memory of my grandmother, Wilma, my mom, Phyllis , 
    and Martin Zelaya 

Cameron Zelaya  in memory of Frank Thomas and Tess DeSeife 

Sharon Rhoades  in loving memory of Dave and Margaret Bush 

Carol Genis   in honor of family 

Ray & Selinda Chasteen in honor of family 

Pat Overton   in memory of Harold Overton 

Amy, Doug Maddie                                                                                                                                           
& Emie Overton  in memory of Bill Dryer 

Duane Schroeder  memory of Marion Schroeder & our parents 

Mary Eddings   memory  of Sue Harding, Chris Hedberg,                                                                
    Gene & Marjory Andersen, Tim Mindrum 

Doug & Donna Chamberlain in honor of our family 

Kurt Thurmaier  in honor of Eleanor and Andrew 

Colleen Bredesen  in honor of family & friends 

Ken & Joanne Hulmes  in celebration of our family 

Dan & Johnna Jennings in memory of Nancy Bostdorff & Dick & Mary Lou Jennings 

Jeanne Hallaron  family 

Michael & Jodi Johnson in honor of children & grandchildren 

Ken & Jodie Burton  family 

David & Kim Gletty  in loving memory of Kim’s mother & father and                                                           
    all the grandparents 
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by Bonnie Amesquita 

General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ, 
John Dorhauer, has introduced a new initiative that calls our 
church into mission.  He writes, “We are challenging the entire 
denomination to engage in Three Great Loves: The Love of     
Children; The Love of Neighbor; The Love of Creation.  Every 
member of the United Church of Christ is invited to make two 
commitments: 

“First, discover ways in which you can engage the members        
of your faith community in a mission that serves the needs of 
children, responds to the suffering of your neighbor, and/or    
honors the call to be good stewards of God’s creation. 

“Second, find a way to narrate the impact of your commitment and tell the story to the rest of the 
denomination.” 

In an effort to respond to President Dorhauer’s call to action, Pastors Judy and Joe have                    
recommended that I interview various members of our church community about how each of       
them is committed to serving the needs of children, neighbor, and creation itself. 

My first interviewee in this series is Luz Van Cromphout.  She has been a committed member of our 
church for several years now.  We sat in her dining room, talking candidly about stewardship, and 
how that translates into loving not only neighbors in need, but also loving one’s self. 

Luz’s story begins in tragedy when she describes how suddenly her beloved husband, Professor 
Gustaaf Van Cromphout, died.  “So sudden!” she exclaims.  He suffered a brain aneurysm and five 
days later, he died.  Faced with the realization that life can end so abruptly, Luz found herself in deep 
pain.  She also felt an acute sense of urgency that she didn’t have before.  She wanted to share, to 
give to others, but not out of a sense of obligation.  For her, giving is a joyous thing.  “I have never 
been able to give as I give now.  I feel so good!  I actually feel very wealthy when I give.  I have come 
to the conclusion that giving is a privilege.  I feel very privileged, and I don’t hesitate.  It is like a call 
for me.” 

She felt that call years ago, when she traveled from Venezuela to the United States.  That’s when    
she began her graduate studies in Sociology.  “I was always very idealistic.”  She wanted to earn her 
degree and return to Venezuela to solve problems she knew people struggled with there.  “Now that  
I am an older woman and I could not do what I would’ve liked to do back then, at least I can help    
financially.  So, no!  I do not hesitate.  I really enjoy and never feel that I am depriving myself.  I think 
it is your attitude towards giving that is very important.  We need to change our attitude.  If you have 
a feeling and consciousness of abundance that I have tried to cultivate, if you think in terms of     
abundance, you will always have what you need.  Not to think in terms of lack. Change our attitude 
and realize that when we give, that can really give you a good feeling.  It does give it to me.” 

There are many ways that we can love our neighbor, and many ways to give.  Giving is an act of  
love—of one’s neighbor and one’s self.  As Luz has discovered, financial stewardship is one way to 
heal a wounded spirit; it is also empowering.  Next month, the narrative continues when I will talk 
with another member of our church about her volunteer community service. 

Stay tuned. 

Three Great Loves:  A Series   



Christmas Gifts for DCRNC Residents 
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Once again we will have the opportunity to make the holidays a bit happier for            
residents of the DeKalb County Rehab and Nursing Center by providing gifts for            
approximately  30 men and women at their holiday party in December.  
 
Names can be selected as soon as I receive them from the Community Life                             
Director at the DCRNC.  
 
Gift cards for beauty shop services (men and women) or The Peddler Shop are very 
popular with the residents. We will have about twenty (20) of those available for        
purchase in any amount (suggested donation is $20-$30), If you prefer to shop, we will 
have about ten (10) gift requests which include books, CDs, sweats and other clothing 
items, blankets, small stuffed animals, etc.  
 
Please give monetary donations (cash or checks) directly to me                                                 
or to Julie in the church office.  
Checks should be made out to DCRNC Activity Department.                                             
They will deposit the money into the resident's account.                                                     
Gifts should be placed under the Christmas tree in the narthex.                                           
Do not wrap  the gifts, but a gift bag (no boxes) and a card will be                                     
appreciated. If you do not wish to sign your name on the card,                                         
write "From a friend at First Congregational Church".  
 
I will be delivering the gift cards and other gifts sometime during the third week in  
December.  You can choose a name by signing up at the table in the narthex  
or you can contact Carol Rolf at 756- 2585 for further information.  
 
Thank you for your continuing generosity.  
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CALLING ALL BAKERS! CALLING ALL BAKERS!  

The 3rd Annual Cookie Sale will be held on  

Saturday, December 9th from 9:00-11:00 in Fellowship Hall.  

Once again all the proceeds will go to VAC’s Meals on Wheels Program. 

Monies for social programs such as Meals on Wheels continue to be cut 

in Illinois.  We need to provide support so VAC can continue to serve 

individuals in our community. 

This is our third year and we think we have the correct number of cookies to offer the 

community. Starting in November there will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex, so please 

sign up to bake and to help work on Friday during the day or Saturday morning.  Also 

please tell your neighbors, friends, and family members to come and buy delicious 

cookies and candy for the holiday season. Flyers are also available in the Office and  

Narthex for you to pass out to family and friends. 

Cookies and candy will be sold for $8 a pound. Pretzels and mixes will be priced per bag.  

Cookies need to be brought to church Friday any time from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

Those baking need to bring 10 dozen cookies or candy packed in disposable containers 

as we will be plating all the items. Please cut and wrap fudge individually. Cookies may 

be frozen ahead of time.  

Looking forward to working with everyone in our church                                                                 
carrying out our mission statement. 

To embody God’s love for all by living an active faith in the service of others. 

Thanks to all who are baking and working! 

Hillary Joy and Janice Blickhan 

A few have asked me to repeat "The Artist Way" class based on the book by Julia Cameron.  

I am happy to do so if we have at least five who would like to commit to this program.  

It is designed as a  12-week program, but we could alter that.  

Many have found "The Artist Way" to be challenging but rewarding - transforming even.  

Are you interested? Please let me know.  

Call or speak with Pastor Judy to enroll. 

“The Artist Way” 



All service men and women in harm’s way.  

 For friends, parents, and neighbors in need of God's 
care and support..  

For Illinois Conference Minister, Jorge Morales, a 
speedy recovery. 

For Michael Johnson and a speedy recovery. 

For the family of Heidi Koenig at the passing of her 
mother. 

 For the victims of  abuse, violence and intolerance in 
our community and in the whole world.  

For those affected by natural disasters around the 
world. 

  

If you have additions or wish to  

remove a name, please call the office  

at 815-758-0691. 
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
1 - Mike Groark 
6 - Carol Zelaya 
10 - Jan Graefen, Amanda Harness,  
         Rebecca Parfitt 
12 - Tom Harris 
15 - Douglas Allen 
17 - David Gletty 
21 - Bonnie Abbott, Ginny Omerod 
23 - Ross Joy, Michael Klein, Caleb Weiss 
26 - Dianne Moss 
27 - Caden Niles 
 

Anniversaries 

21 - Marilyn & Dave Yordy 

24 - Ray & Selinda Chasteen 

28 - Mike Groark & Carolyn Canon 

Women's Morning Circle will have their Christmas Luncheon at Lincoln Inn at 11:30 
on Friday, December 1. The back room is reserved for us and we will be ordering 
from the menu. We will be collecting hats and mittens for Salvation Army. As well as 
those who attend Circle, we want to invite all women of our church to attend this 
holiday lunch. We do need to know how many will be attending so there will be a 
sign-up sheet available on Sundays before and after church - or you may call Pat 
Lawes at 815/758-6418 or Joanne Hulmes at 815/751-1877. Reservations need to be 
made by November 26. 

Plastic Caps for Mayfield  
Collecting 800 pounds to make benches! Collection container is in Narthex. 

Mayfield UCC is in the process of collecting 800 pounds of plastic caps to be      
transformed into two benches for our monarch butterfly waystation.  A number     
of diverse groups are joining us in our plastic cap drive.  We would love your 
help with this ambitious and playful goal.  Caps simply need to be rinsed out and    
bagged or boxed.  You can get them to us, or we can arrange to pick them up. 
 
Please call or email if you have any questions.   
We look forward to hearing from you. 

Morning Circle Christmas Luncheon 



Ushers are Needed on Sunday mornings 

A gray tub is outside the Narthex for you to place your items in.   
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Morning Circle 

 Meetings are the 4th Thursday of 

each month except November,  

December and January. 

 

You are always welcome to attend. 

 

Our Ushers are 1st Congregation’s welcoming smiles to all joining us for worship! 

Ushers hand out the bulletins, collect offering and prayer slips, assist guests  and  

members with  directions to our nursery, bathrooms and offer hearing devices. 

Please sign-up for a Sunday or maybe two! The sign-up board is in the narthex. 

Thank you - Ken Burton 

Loops of Love, a knitting and crocheting group 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 12:00 noon.  

Join us in the library to make baby blankets, lap robes,  
and prayer shawls for those who need a little TLC.  

Bring your lunch if you like.  
If you would like lessons in knitting or crocheting, bring yarn  

and appropriate needles or hooks, and we’ll be happy to teach you.  
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Judy (815-758-0691.  
We always have a good time, and would love for you to join us. 

Loops of Love 

Crocheting & 

Non Food Items (these are important, because food stamps can’t be used for them): 
Paper towels, Facial tissue, Toilet paper, Personal care items, Diapers, Wipes 
Food Items: Canned tuna, Canned chicken, Spices, Healthy snacks, Meals in a can, 
Rice, Peanut butter, Jelly, Boxed mac & cheese, Cereal 

Monday Morning Men’s Group 

Meets every Monday at 8:30 a.m. 

For Breakfast & Conversation 

Our Outreach Ministry is expanding in the Layette Program  
for WIC at the Health Department. 

1. Diaper Donation Schedule (larger sizes are also needed) 
 Dates:  January—January 28 - last day of collection 
   April— April 29 - last day of collection 
2. Toddler Size Clothing may now be donated - especially jackets, pants, leggings. 

Layette Program  - Mark Your Calendars  

Food Pantry 



1st Congregational UCC - December 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satur-
day 

     1 2 

     8p - Men’s 
Group 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 a– Worship  & 
Sunday School 

11:15 a - Coffee   

 Fellowship 

5p - New Member 
Dinner 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

7p - Advent Study 

 7 p - Chancel 
Choir 

9a - MTAM Cookie Sale 
Set-Up 

9a - 
Cookie 
Sale 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

10 a- Worship    & 
Sunday School  

7p - Carols & Candles 
with Christmas Tea 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

7p - Advent Study 

 12 p - Loops 
of Love 

 

 

 8 p- Men's 
Group 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

10 a- Worship  & Sun-
day School 

11:15 a– Coffee Fel-
lowship 

Deadline for Spire 
Articles—January 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

7p - Advent Study 

 

 Growing 
Place 

9a– Clergy 

 

   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

10 a- Worship  &  
Sunday School    

11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

8p - Candlelight     
Service 

10a - Christmas 
Day Worship 

Growing 
Place 

Growing 
Place 

12 p - Loops 
of Love 

Growing 
Place 

Growing Place 

8 p– Men’s 
Group 

 

 

 

31       

10 a- Worship  &  
Sunday School 

11:15 a– Coffee     
Fellowship 

      

Outside Groups 

Sunday - Narcotics Anonymous @7pm 

Monday - Tai Chi @6pm , Youth Outlook @6:30 pm 

Tuesday - KVC Barbershop @7:30 pm,  

Wednesday- Wild About Words @4pm 1st,3rd,5th 

Tuesday - GS Troop 1690 @6:00 pm 1st & 3rd 

Wednesday - Yoga @ 4 pm 

Thursday - Women’s AA @7:30 pm 

Friday - NA @ 10 am 

Saturday - Action Steps @ 10:30am,  

                  Narcotics Anonymous @6pm 



Office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Closed during lunch hour 

 

Phone messages: 815-758-0691 
Email:  UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 

Leave notes in the Church Office mailbox                                  
 

Worship Bulletins 
Submit item/articles by Wednesday  
to be placed in the Sunday Bulletin. 

 

The Spire  Newsletter  
deadline is the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

Facebook Page: We have an open 
page for events and announcements,  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

615 N 1st Street, DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

*Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

*Communion is celebrated on  

the first Sunday of each month. 

*Nursery is provided during Worship. 

 

Pastors 

Rev. Joe Gastiger & Rev. Judy Harris 
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Private Facebook Page 

"First Congregational United Church of Christ,  

DeKalb Community."  

This is a private group for members of the church  

to ask questions, post reminders,  

and have open discussions.   

Or you can type exact http://bit.ly/FirstUCC  

Printed sermons are available before worship in the green folder on the Narthex table.  
For those with hearing problems these may be used to follow along during worship,  

or taken home to read later.  
 

Sermons are also available to download and listen to on our website , www.uccdekalb.org. 

Sermons in Print and Audio 


