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From Pastor Judy 

It’s August. We’ve completed a happy and fun week of Vacation Bible School. Those people who travel on vacation  
during the summer are returning home. School supplies are available in all the stores, and we are collecting them to 
help families in our schools. You know what that means, don’t you? Summer is coming to an end. (Did I just hear a 
groan?) I don’t think any season’s end elicits quite the same response the end of summer does. We all want the 
weather to be unimpeded by cold and clouds to continue. We want the contrasting colors of green shrubs and trees 
and multi-colors of blossoms to go on. We want the abundance of fresh vegetables and fruits from our gardens or 
farmers’ markets to never end. But that isn’t the way our planet works. That isn’t the world God created for us. 

We live on a planet of seasons and cycles: summer turns to fall then winter and spring and back to summer again. 
Weather turns from warm to cool to cold and back to warm again. Moisture falls from the sky as rain or snow depend-
ing on the season. Fruit, vegetables, and grains grow according to their season and climate. These seasons and cycles 
remain true no matter what part of the planet you live on. And wherever you live no matter what season you prefer, 
you learn to adapt to the cycles and seasons of your area. 

Have you ever thought about the human body and our human lives in this way? Our bodies go through the seasons of 
youth, adult, aging, and dying; seasons of needing care, caring for ourselves, caring for others, and needing care again. 
Our lives have seasons and cycles too: seasons of nurture, growth, production, and fallowness; cycles of receiving and 
giving. Like the planet on which we live, there is a repetitive rhythm that dictates our lives. As the writer of Ecclesiastes 
3 says, 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 

2a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant,  

and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3a time to kill, and a time to heal;  

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh;  

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5a time to throw away stones,  

and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace,  

and a time to refrain from embracing; 6a time to seek, and a time to lose;  

a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew;  

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

8a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 

There is a message to all these cycles and seasons: appreciate and make the most of the one you and our planet are in. 
Grow and be productive when the time is right. Reap the rewards of growth and productivity when they are ripe and 
ready. Rest in order to renew and restore for the next cycle or season. And let go of what needs to die so there is room 
for the rewards of the new cycle or season. 

Enjoy this beautiful summer while it is still with us. Make the most of what it offers. Then 
be ready to do the same with fall, winter, and spring. Then you will be filled with new life 
and wealthy beyond imagination. 

With Faith and In Hope,   Judy  



  

Air-conditioners still rattle in a lot of windows, it may be too hot yet to sit outside, but August brings a 
hurried end to summer as college kids flock back to town, and back-to-school sales fill our local stores 
with piles of spiral notebooks.. 

Classes start again in Sycamore on August 16th and in DeKalb on the 23rd. NIU’s fall semester begins 
August 28th. Other colleges start sooner. 

 

 Here at church, we hold on to the season a few weeks more. Rally Day, our welcome-back, first-day-
of-Sunday-school, waits until September 10. Meanwhile, we'll be cleaning and preparing, penciling in 
dates, and recruiting volunteers. 

 

We still need helpers for Sunday mornings. We'll need more teachers,      
and a few more volunteers for our pre-school program. 

 

Frankly, we need help spreading the word to more of our neighbors about the very open church 
we’ve become. What if we became brave enough to boast, "Here, we don't claim to know all the     
answers. But we're people who try, as best as we can, to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ. We   
want to inspire, encourage, comfort, console, surprise, and rejoice with each other in that work." 

 

That's a boast I believe rings true. I think we might draw families who don't want to be 
scolded, or treated like children and told what to do. 

 

We are building a community awake to compassion and committed to a quest for 
wholeness and   fellowship, not cut off from others to protect itself, but a church with 
the courage to open its doors   to accept the challenges of the world. 
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Meanwhile, High Overhead: We’re Rededicating the Cross, September 10 

After many weeks of slow and painstaking work, the steeplejacks of Inspired Heights have finished    
re-plating our spire with copper and remounting our gold three-dimensional cross. 

No, it isn’t pure gold:  the compound that covers our cross is a mixture of ground up seashells, resin, 
flakes of gold and no doubt other secret ingredients. 

 

As you probably know, Inspired Heights trains workers who have spent some time in 
prison, offers a second chance to people who’ve been shunned elsewhere.  Each morn-
ing, just before they began clambering up to the steeple to start work, first our team 
huddled outside in a circle, and said their prayers. 

 

It was a blessing for Judy and I to get to know them better. 

Next month, on Rally Day – September 10th – we’ll have a brief ceremony out on the 
lawn after worship, before the children’s games begin.  We want to give thanks for a job 
well done, and hope that our shiny new outside reflects some of the spiritual energy 
one can find inside our building as well as within each of us. 

 

Many have commented on our three-dimensional cross, and some passersby have asked whether it 
has any special meaning.  Actually, it does, in each of the three major faiths that are rooted in the 
Middle East. 

 

Generally speaking, the six cardinal points represent everywhere one go turn:  right or left, forward or 
backward, up or down. 

 

One of the earliest Christian theologians, Clement of Alexandria, claimed that this cross represents 
the sum of all possibilities God has created and goes on creating — for each of us, but also for all liv-
ing things in the universe. 

The Jewish Qabalah, a compendium of mystical knowledge from medieval Spain, tells us the point at 
which up and down, right and left and forward and back all intersect reminds us, subconsciously, of 
the moment when everything  came into being, the moment God whispered “Let there be light”—the 
“Big Bang, perhaps. 

 

Islamic scholars equate the three-dimensional cross with the “tree of being,” but one Sufi mystic, Ibn 
‘Arabi said that it actually stands for “God’s passion to be known”—known in every dimension of life, 
in every culture, in every heart. 

You can spend hours on the Internet finding other explanations. 

In any case, I hope that sometimes, as you drive past, you’ll wonder what it means to you. 

When all’s said and done, that’s what it’s for.— Pastor Joe 
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Printed sermons are available before worship in the green folder on the Narthex table.  
For those with hearing problems these may be used to follow along during worship,  

or taken home to read later.  
 

Sermons are also available to download and listen to on our website , www.uccdekalb.org. 

Sermons in Print and Audio 

Summer Music 

Those who are interested in offering music during the worship service 

please contact Kate Swope at kathrynswope@gmail.com 

August Means Meals on Wheels 

During the month of August we have a chance to truly embody God's love for all by living an active 
faith in service to others. For those of you that don't know, that is our mission statement!  
Meals on Wheels offers some unique opportunities that our other service and mission projects do 
not. Due to privacy laws or distance, we generally have no personal contact with those who  
receive our layettes, our health care kits, our school supply kits, our Christmas white gifts or our gifts 
to DCRNC residents. But when we deliver Meals on Wheels, we meet those we are serving,  
we enter their homes and we are often the only human contact they have in a day. It is difficult to 
pull away when people are hungry to talk with us and share a part of their lives, but we must  
do so or some would be getting their noon meal at 4 in the afternoon.  
 
Many charities are suffering during the extended budget impass in 
Springfield, but this is something that we can do without giving       
anything other than our time, our compassion and whatever money  
is needed to pay for the gas used to travel the route. 
  
The particulars of the process will be found in your Sunday bulletin    
in July. After delivering Meals on Wheels for the first time, most say 
how much they gained from the experience. This is one  
of our longest running service projects and I hope that you will       
consider becoming a part of it this year.  
 
The sign up chart will be available in the narthex each Sunday in July after worship. Also you can 
call me at 815-756-2585 to sign up or if you have questions.  
 
Please give generously of your time. Many people are depending on us!  
 



All service men and women in harm’s 

way, for friends, parents, and 

neighbors fighting depression,  

In our thoughts and prayers All service men 
and women in harm’s way, for friends,       
parents, and neighbors fighting depression.  

Jim Morrison, Chris Jones, Chuck Lanning, 
Mary Slade, mother of Harvey (Vivian) Slade, 
at her passing. 
 
If you have additions or wish to remove a 
name, please call the office at 815-758-0691. 

If you have additions  
or wish to remove a name,  
please call the office at 815-758-0691. 
 
 
Thank you, 
Julie, Office Manager 
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Thank You Notes 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Anniversaries 

8 - Peter & Pat Lawes 

10 - Glenn & Marlene Meeter 

27 - David & Kim Gletty 

 

Birthdays 

1 -  Jennifer Reyman, Michael Tomlinson 

2 -  Kim Gletty, John Omerod, Megan Schwaller 

7 -  Amy Overton 

8 -  Gerri Zahnle 

16 -  Anita Eide 

17 -  Judy Harris, Marilyn Yordy 

20 - Becca Roberts 

22 -  Ric Amesquita 

23 -  Michael Gastiger 

25 -  Mary Eddings, Ronald Klein 

26 -  Milton Lambert 

27 -  Carol Genis 

28 -  Thomas Stephens 

29 -  John Novak 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars!! 
 

Rally Day is coming!  
 We´ll celebrate the start of our  

Sunday School year  
on September 10 with games and food after 

church.  Please plan to come & join in the fun! 
 



Food Pantry Donations 

Ushers are Needed on Sunday mornings 

Collected on the first Sunday of each month.   

A gray tub is outside the Narthex for you to place your items in.   

Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated. 
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Hope Haven Meals 

First Congregational prepares dinners on the “5ths”!  

August has a 5th Tuesday 

Nina Mounts coordinates the Hope Haven Meals 

Please contact her to offer your assistance 

Our Ushers are 1st Congregation’s welcoming smiles to all joining us for worship! 

Ushers hand out the bulletins, collect offering and prayer slips, assist guests  and  

members with  directions to our nursery, bathrooms and offer hearing devices. 

Please sign-up for a Sunday or maybe two! The sign-up board is in the narthex. 

Thank you - Ken Burton 

Loops of Love, a knitting and crocheting group 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 12:00 noon.  

Join us in the library to make baby blankets, lap robes,  
and prayer shawls for those who need a little TLC.  

Bring your lunch if you like.  
If you would like lessons in knitting or crocheting, bring yarn  

and appropriate needles or hooks, and we’ll be happy to teach you.  
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Judy (815-758-0691.  
We always have a good time, and would love for you to join us. 

Loops of Love 

Crocheting & 

Donations for Salvation Army: 

Non Food Items (these are important, because food stamps can’t be used for them): 

Paper towels, Facial tissue, Toilet paper, Personal care items, Diapers, Wipes 

Food Items:  

Canned tuna, Canned chicken, Spices, Healthy snacks, Meals in a can, Rice, Peanut butter, Jelly, Boxed 
mac & cheese, Cereal 

The Salvation Army no longer has a supply of eggs, so, sadly,  egg cartons can no longer be used.  



1st Congregational UCC - August 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-
day 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  6:15 p VBS 6:15 VBS 9a - MTAM 

6:15 VBS 

6:15 VBS  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10 a– VBS Worship  

11:15 a - Coffee    
Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men’s 
Group 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

4 p - Wild 
About 
Words 

12 p - 
Loops of 
Love 

 8 p-From the 
Heart         
Support 
Men's Group 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

10 a- Worship     
11:15 a- Coffee           
Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men 

5:30 p-MOF mtg. 

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

    2 p - TDS 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

10 a- Worship  

11:15 a- Coffee           
Fellowship 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

4 p - Wild 
About 
Words 

12 p - 
Loops of 
Love 

 8 p-From the 
Heart         
Support 
Men's Group 

8 a - B 
Feldman 

1 p - Pro-
gressive 
Group 

27 28 29 30 31     

10 a- Worship     
11:15 a- Coffee            
Fellowship 

11:15 a-Cabinet &     
Ministry Teams 
Meeting 

 

8:30 a-Monday  
Morning Men  

5 p-Centering 
Prayer 

 

Hope Haven 
Meal 

 

    

 

 

         

       

Outside Groups 

Sunday - Narcotics Anonymous @7pm 

Monday - NA @ 10 am, Tai Chi @6pm , Youth Out-
look @6:30 pm 

Tuesday - KVC Barbershop @7:30 pm,  

Tuesday - Wild About Words @4pm 2nd & 4th 

Wednesday - Yoga @ 4 pm 

Thursday - Women’s AA @7:30 pm 

Friday -  

Saturday - Action Steps @ 10:30am, Narcotics 
Anonymous @6pm 

 

Monday - Friday: Growing Place 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

 







Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Office Manager Days: M - W - F 

Closed during lunch hour 
 

Phone messages: 815-758-0691 
Email:  UCCDeKalb@gmail.com 

Leave notes in the Church Office mailbox,                                  
or slip under the door.    

 

Worship Bulletins 
Items must be submitted by Wednesday  

to be placed in the Sunday Bulletin. 
 

The Spire  Newsletter  
deadline is the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

Facebook Page: We have an open page for events    
and announcements,  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

615 N 1st Street, DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

*Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

*Communion is celebrated on  

the first Sunday of each month. 

*Nursery is provided during Worship. 

 

Pastors 

Rev. Joe Gastiger & Rev. Judy Harris 
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Private Facebook Page 

"First Congregational United Church of Christ,  

DeKalb Community."  

This is a private group for members of the church  

to ask questions, post reminders,  

and have open discussions.   

Or you can type exact http://bit.ly/FirstUCC  


