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From Pastor Judy 

Every Advent we hear the scripture from Isaiah that calls for the wolf to lie down with the 
lamb, and I wonder, “Who am I—a lamb or a wolf?” In the Advent devotional I received this 
year, UCC minister Kaji Douša helps me answer that question as she writes: 

 Are you the predator? Or do you feel like prey? It could be  
that you most align with the prey. Someone else has the power,  
and you sense that they want more—maybe even some of yours. 
Or, it could be that you align with the predator. You see  
opportunity, and you feel empowered—as if it is your destiny— 
to conquer. 

 

A life of faith requires us to see both/and. To know that there  
is something in you that is vulnerable. And something in you  
that needs to be aggressive. In Advent, we are called to awaken  
to these senses, to know that we are both wolves and lambs,  
both at once, and that both are beloved in God’s sight. Beloved  
and challenged to remember both at once. 

 

Waken from your sleep to know yourself to be part of a family  
that includes people who seem quite different, quite distant,  
even oppositional. Awake and wonder where God might step  
in to soften the blows of your aggression, to strengthen you  
in your exposure. 

 

A world is at stake as we align in oppositional corners. What  
if people in each corner knew themselves to be fighters for  
both sides? What would it mean to know yourself to be more  
complex, more empowered, more fierce? What would it mean  
to acknowledge yourself to be fully open? At risk? In need of  
protection? 

 

Awaken lamb. Stand down, wolf. Move forward as protector,  
not predator. Stand tall with and as the vulnerable. You are  
not helpless. You have a God-with-us, Emmanuel, with you. 

 

These words were written long before the election. Still, they offer a way to live not just  
in times of dissention, frustration, and anger; but in all times. Our faith calls us to see  
ourselves in the Other, for we are all cut from the same cloth; we are all created in God’s 
image. This mystery we call God is both/and. We don’t really need to try to figure that out, 
we just need to live as if it were true letting God’s mercy, wisdom and justice shine through 
us to bring light to the world. 
 

With Faith and Advent Hope,   Judy 



First Congregational United Church of Christ, DeKalb,  
presents its fifty-seventh annual  

 

Carols and Candles Service  
 

 Sunday, December 11, at 7:00 p.m.  
This traditional service of Lessons and Carols will feature the wonderful UCC Chancel Choir,  

directed by Kate Swope and accompanied by organist Travis Erikson.  
The service will include scripture readings related to the prophecy and birth of the Christ Child,  

musical selections by the Chancel Choir, congregational singing of traditional carols,  
and the lighting of individual candles during the singing of “Silent Night,”  

as has been done every year since the first service in 1959.  
 

The church’s annual Christmas Tea will follow at 8:00 p.m. 

 in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 
 

Contact Jean Gastiger to offer cookies for the tea! 
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From Pastor Joe 

Carols and Candles & the Christmas Tea 

It so happens I'm having to tap out my Christmas greeting on my cellphone while   
waiting at Gate B-8 at O'Hare Airport.  

Jean and I are en route to New Orleans to meet up with Michael and celebrate Thanksgiving with her family, 
down where the weather is warm.  

We will fly back on Saturday, so there will be plenty of time for me to wish you all a very blessed Christmas 
this year. 

Our December newsletter, though, has a very tight deadline.  

For that reason, here as I'm waiting for them to call everybody in Group 2 to hurry on board, I think of very 
privileged I am to be your pastor still--to pray for you and ask you to pray for me.  

Merry Christmas -- though that day seems so far away, in another country, almost -- to all of you whom I love 
more than I can say. 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ’s theme this year is  

Blessings in Abundance 
and our celebration will run from November 6th to December 4th, 2016.  A letter to 
the congregation describing our plans will be sent to arrive close to November 6th.  
The focus is on Our Gratitude for God’s Love and Abundance. 
 

During the celebration, you will find special “blessing” slips of paper in your Sunday 
bulletins. You will be invited to write the ways you feel blessed each week, and 
asked to place the strips of paper in the offering plate.  Each week the colored slips 
of paper will then be placed in a large cornucopia which will be located in the Narthex.  We hope to 
fill it with ALL of our Blessings in Abundance! 
 

Week 1   November 6th        please list personal and family blessings. 

Week 2   November 13th   please list blessings in our country. 

Week 3   November 20th   please list blessings in our community.  Lauri Allen will preach this 

week, addressing our theme of Blessings in Abundance. 

Week 4   November 27th   please list blessings in our church. 

Week 5   December 4th     You will be encouraged to complete pledge cards and place them in 

the offering plate.  A celebration brunch potluck will be held after church.  Please bring 

your favorite brunch dish to pass; drinks and some meats will be provided. 

We look forward to hearing about your blessings, and sharing the abundance that God has bestowed 

on each of us. 

Thank you, Lauri Allen, Janice Blickhan 
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Overview of Stewardship Campaign for 2017 



P a g e  5  T h e  S p i r e  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6  

CALLING ALL BAKERS, CALLING ALL BAKERS! 

The 2
nd

 Annual Cookie Sale will be held on Saturday, December 10
th
  

from 9:00-11:00 in Fellowship Hall.  

Once again all the proceeds will go to VAC’s Meals on Wheels Program. 

Monies for social programs such as Meals on Wheels  

continue to be cut in Illinois.   

We need to provide support so VAC can continue  

to serve individuals in our community. 

We are planning a bigger and better sale this year.   

We have over 6,000 cookies and candy promised but we can always use more.  

There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex, so please sign up  

to bake and to help work on Friday during the day or Saturday morning.  

We still need a few more bakers and workers.   

Also please tell your neighbors, friends, and family members to come  

and buy delicious cookies and candy for the holiday season.  

Flyers are also available in the Office and Narthex.  

Cookies and candy will be sold for $8 a pound. Pretzels and mixes will be priced per bag.  

Cookies need to be brought to church Friday any time from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

Those baking need to bring 12 dozen cookies or candy packed in disposable containers as we will 

be plating all the cookies. Please wrap fudge individually. Cookies may be frozen ahead of time.  

Looking forward to working with everyone in our church carrying out our mission statement. 

To embody God’s love for all by living an active faith in the service of others. 

Thanks to all who are baking and working! 

Hillary Joy and Janice Blickhan 



 

 

Leave notes in the Church Office mailbox,                                  
or slip under the door.    

 

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Office Manager Days: M - W - F 

Closed during lunch hour. 
 

Thank you, Julie, Office Manager 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR DCRNC RESIDENTS  

Phone messages: 815-758-0691 
Email:  condek1@gmail.com 

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30-4:30 
Office Manager Days: M - W - F 

Closed during lunch hour. 

Worship Bulletins 
Items must be submitted by Wednesday  

to be placed in the Sunday Bulletin. 
 

The Spire  Newsletter  
deadline is the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
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Once again we will have the opportunity to make the holidays a bit happier for residents of the 
DeKalb County Rehab and Nursing Center by providing gifts for approximately 30 men and women at 
their holiday party in December.  
 
Names can be selected as soon as I receive them from Kathy Vickers, the Community Life Director at 
the DCRNC. They have discovered that the gift cards for beauty shop services or The Peddler Shop are 
very popular with the residents. We will have about twenty (20) of those available for purchase in any 
amount (suggested donation is $20-$30). If you prefer to shop, we will have about ten (10) gift       
requests which include books, CDs, sweats and other clothing items, blankets, small stuffed animals, 
etc.  
 
Please give monetary donations (cash or checks) directly to me or to Julie in the church office. Checks 
should be made out to DCRNC Activity Department. They will deposit the money into the resident's 
account.  
 
Gifts should be placed under the Christmas tree in the narthex. Do not 
wrap the gifts, but a gift bag and card will be appreciated. If you do not 
wish to sign your name on the card, write "From a friend at First             
Congregational Church".  
 
I will be delivering the gift cards and other gifts sometime during the sec-
ond week in December. You can choose a name by signing up at the ta-
ble in the narthex or you can contact Carol Rolf at 756-2585 for further         
information.  
Thank you for your continuing generosity.  
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December Birthdays  

1 - Mike Groark 

6—Carol Zelaya 

10 - Jan Graefen, Amanda Harness, Rebecca Parfitt 

12 - Tom Harris 

17 - David Gletty, Connie Lynch 

21 - Bonnie Abbott, Ginny Omerod 

23 - Ross Joy, Michael Klein, Caleb Weiss 

26 - Clare Corbin, Dianne Moss, Charlotte Wittrup 

27 - Caden Niles 

Donations for the Food Pantry 

Collected on the first Sunday of each month.   

A gray tub is outside the Narthex for you to place your items in.   

Your help in  this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Sundays 7:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous 

Mondays 8:30 a.m. Men’s Morning Meeting 

  5:00 p.m. Centering Prayer Group 

  6:00 p.m. Chess Club, Tai Chi Club 

  6:30 p.m. Youth Outlook 

Wednesdays 5:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. Yoga classes 

  7:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous 

  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. Women’s Alcohol Anonymous 

Saturdays 10:00 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous  

December Anniversaries 

21 - Dave & Marilyn Yordy 

24 - Ray & Selinda Chasteen 

28 - Mike Groark & Carolyn Canon 

Midweek Activities 

December Dates 

December 4th: Stewardship Sunday Brunch 

December 11th: Carols & Candles at 7:00 p.m. 

December 24th: Christmas Eve Service at 8:00 p.m. 

December 25th: Christmas Service at 10:00 a.m. 

December 26th: Office Closed 
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In our thoughts and prayers All service men and women in harm’s way, for 
friends, parents, and neighbors fighting depression,  Jody Baker, Dan Clifford 
(friend of Carolyn Guido), Chrissy Cowan (daughter of Linda Maffei), Sandy 
Doner (cousin of John Omerod), William Dyer,  Pastor Kate Feeney-Bastian 
(friend of Lolly Voss), Florence Husa, Harold Husa, Ed Johnson (brother of         
Michael Johnson), Rosemary LaSalle (sister of Pat Overton),  Liz Lawrence (friend 
of Karin Finn), Craig Lindvahl, Connie Lynch, Harriet Morrison, Max Murphy, 
Brigit Moseley (friend of Ralph Carr), Tony Ravelo (friend of Donna and Doug 
Chamberlain), LaVonne Strom (friend of Ralph Carr), Jane Voss (granddaughter 
of Lolly Voss), JoAnn Watson (mother of Joan Watson-Protano), and Bill Monat, Peter Schram, 
Dwight Dennison (friends of Kurt Thurmaier).   

If you have additions or wish to remove a name, please call the office at 815-758-0691. 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers  
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Christmas Carols 

For many of us, the celebration of Christ’s birth involves gathering with family and friends for dinners, 
parties, that sort of thing.  There are trees to decorate, gifts to buy, make,  and wrap, Christmas cards to 
fill out, cookies to bake, Christmas lights to drape around our bushes and trees.  And, of course, there 
are Christmas carols.  For many of us, it’s a joyous time.  Most of all, it’s a time when we honor each 
other with gifts as a way of expressing our love for each other. 
What I personally value about our church is that we also try to take care of those in our community who 
could use some of this same affection.  We give a simple gift or two to children and the elderly: a toy, a 
warm coat, a sweater, a CD, a haircut and style.  These are simple things, but how profoundly they    
affect anyone who is separated from family, or suffered abuse, or has felt the loneliness of having      
outlived friends and family!  It’s not about the gift so much; that gift is all about feeling included. It’s 
about belonging. 
So I want to say that here at First Congregational, we also celebrate Carols of another sort—Carol Rolf 
and Carol Zelaya, two women who have worked and continue to work to make the Christmas season a 
little brighter for both young and old.  Carol Rolf serves the elderly who reside at the DeKalb County  
Rehab and Nursing Home (DCRNC).  Carol Zelaya organizes and collects “white gifts” for DeKalb County 
kids who have been placed in foster homes by the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS).   
Rolf and Zelaya understand that what they offer to their respective recipients carries emotional weight.  
It’s not just about the gifts they collect and distribute.  It’s about letting that child or that man or 
woman know they count, that somebody in the larger community cares about them and wants to bring 
them joy. 
 

Carol Rolf:  DCRNC Gift Drive 
Carol Rolf can’t remember exactly when she decided to become involved in our church’s gift drive for 
DeKalb County Rehab and Nursing Center residents, but she thinks it might have been as far back as  
ten years ago.  Rolf’s inspiration for taking on this ministry is personal:  “First of all, three of my grand-
parents died in a nursing home.  My dad died in a nursing home.”  She’s seen what life is like in a     
nursing home, and how enthused the people there get over the smallest things.  Rolf explains, “When 
the opportunity arose, I thought, well, this is something I can do.”  Rolf was also involved in our church’s 
Called to Care program, which asked volunteers to visit church members who are confined to home or a 
care facility.  “Maybe that got me going.  I had two Called-to-Care people.  One of them was Louise 
Baker and the other was Carolyn Thompson, who died at the County Home.  So that was another       
experience I had.” 
Rolf understands just how important the gifts we donate to these residents are.  “Some of these       
residents have no family here, and some of them never have a visitor, so our gifts are a connection that 
they feel.” 
The gifts that residents ask for are simple, really.  Rolf says they “run the gamut from sweaters to books 
to stuffed animals, you name it.”  That last item surprised me.  Stuffed animals?  Rolf explained, “When 
my mother [Ruth Rolf] was at the County Home, she had a stuffed teddy bear she liked.  Most of the 
residents have one or more stuffed animals sitting around.  They provide a little comfort.” 
Rolf has also discovered in more recent years that the majority of residents have begun to request gift 
certificates to the DCNRC beauty shop.  “This is a very important part of their existence out there.  I 
mean they can wash their hair, but they can’t style it, and they wash it with this soap that they use for 
bathing, which isn’t good for your hair.  And so everybody’s hair is just frizzy and sticking out.” Anyone 
who has ever spent more than a couple of days in the hospital knows just how good and even healing it 
feels to be given a proper shampoo, and how lovely it is to have someone pamper you with a proper 
haircut and style. 



Christmas Carols . . . Continued from page 9 
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“I mean, everybody wants to look nice,” Rolf says, “and if you don’t have clean hair, you don’t feel 
right.” 
Rolf, who also organizes our church’s participation in the Meals on Wheels program, gets the        
emotional impact of connecting with someone whose infirmity has diminished their ability to mingle 
with the broader community.  “For clients of Meals on Wheels, we are very often the only people 
they see in a day.  And we are their connection to the outside world.”  Volunteering for Meals on 
Wheels, you realize that you’re bringing joy to somebody for a day.  “At the County Home, it’s pretty 
much the same thing, but the joy isn’t quite as evident because we’re not there when the gifts get 
passed out.  We don’t see the person.  We don’t know the person we’re giving the gift to.  We know 
their first name, but that’s all we know because of privacy issues.  But again, having witnessed this 
[gift giving] myself now, having seen residents when they get these gifts,” Rolf knows just how    
grateful they are. 
“One year,” Rolf says, “I actually got a phone call from a daughter of one of the residents.  They had 
called the church to ask the office manager, Connie Lynch, who Carol and Ruth were, and so Connie 
told them.  The daughter called me and wanted me to know how happy her mother was to get a gift.  
It was a sweater.  How simple!  Their requests are very simple” and when we respond, it means so 
much. 

There are about 20 residents who have submitted gift requests.   
If you would like to support DCNRC gift drive,  

please talk to Carol Rolf after services or call her at (815) 756-2585.   
She’ll welcome your donations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Carol Zelaya: DCFS White Gifts 
Carol Zelaya explains that, originally, the White Gifts gift drive was through Uhlich’s Children’s Home 
in Chicago.  The title “White gifts” was in reference to Uhlich’s policy that all gift donations should be 
wrapped in white paper so that no child would feel like his or her gift was more or less important than 
another child’s.  The goal was that each child should feel unique and special.  Now the gifts are to be 
delivered in white bags to church, where they are picked up and inspected by DCFS staff to make sure 
the gifts are appropriate.  Zelaya explains, “You don’t want to give a fire truck to someone whose 
house burned down, or some kids will ask for some toys and video games that are violent.  You don’t 
want to give somebody who’s dealt with domestic violence a violent toy.” 
Zelaya goes on to say that during the holidays, “there’s the Christmas cards, you see pictures of 
united families on TV.  At the orphanage you’re talking about kids that are there because they don’t 
have families.  Here it’s pretty much the same purpose.  If you’re a family working with DCFS, that 
means there’s a breakdown somewhere.  So these times that are cheery for all of us can really be 
hard on kids.  The goal is that through these gifts – and who doesn’t look forward to Christmas—     
the kids find out that people in the community are thinking about them and wishing them a merry 
Christmas.”       
         continued on page 11 . . .  
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Every year, since 2002, Zelaya and her children, Krysta, Cameron, and Lauren, have solicited gift      
donations from our congregants for kids who are in the DCFS foster care program.  Initially, the gifts 
were for children living in Chicago, but eventually, Zelaya discovered that there were plenty of kids 
here in DeKalb County who she could serve. This year she received a list of many more than 50       
children’s requests.  She was asked “how many of these can you take?”  Zelaya said, “Well, they did 
that once before, and we ended up filling 112 requests.  We actually opened it up and asked Mayfield 
if they could take some of the names.  This year there might be 70 names.  Reasonably in the past we 
could take 70, but with the diminishing number of congregants in attendance on Sundays, I hate to 
push that.” 
Zelaya notes that the congregation is and always has been generous:  “I’ve never had a child left over.  
People will come up to me and say, ‘Do you have any kids?  Are you okay?’  They’re very generous.”  
And Zelaya says it’s fun to see the gifts come in.  “I get to see all these wonderful things for kids in 
need.  I want congregants to understand that their generosity makes a huge difference in our        
community.  When DCFS picks up these gifts, they’re just amazed by how many trips they have to 
make [to load them all up].  We’ve had people donate bikes, clothes, and brand new coats, and just 
all kinds of wonderful gifts.  Some families, if they have school-aged children, like their children to pick 
out the names of the kids who will receive the gifts because then they can pick out something for a 
child around their own age, and it’s just more special to them.” 
After conducting this gift drive for 13+ years, Zelaya would like to hand this ministry over to someone 
else, ideally someone with kids who can help out. She explains, “My kids are grown now.   I’ve always 
done this with my kids, so they would help me bag the gifts and check the gifts in.  Now they’re all off 
pursuing degrees, and no longer live at home.  I can’t do it by myself, so it would be good to pass it on 
to somebody else, likely someone with kids who want to get involved.  My kids have learned a lot by 
doing this with me—the importance of giving and giving to others without any reward or return.  Just 
the knowing that you’ve made a difference in somebody’s life without anybody recognizing you for it.  
They just enjoy the joy of giving.” 
 

If you’re interested in helping Carol Zelaya with this gift drive, stop by her table in the narthex.   
She’ll welcome your help and any gift donations you care to make. 



First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

615 N 1st Street 

DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

815-756-0691 

CongDek1@gmail.com 

Www.UCCDeKalb.org 

Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of each month. 

Nursery is provided during Worship. 

Carols & Candles with Christmas Tea 

Sunday, December 11th 

7:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

Saturday, December 24th 

8:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day Worship 

Sunday, December 25th 

10:00 a.m. 


